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Sharing our 2022 Legislative
Successes, & Building Political
Advocacy from the Inside Out

Message from the Executive Director

Our extensive Policy Work is inspired by people both outside
and in prison, and usually benefits both parts of our
community.

This year, sponsoring and passing SB 1008 with Senator
Becker and the other co-sponsors was a big win: free phone
calls for people in California prisons! Phone calls are vital to
keeping families connected, and the high cost of the calls
hurts families already struggling with the loss of loved ones.

Co-sponsoring and passing SB 731 with Senator
Durazo was a big win: the Sunsetting Convictions
law will prospectively and retroactively seal
conviction and arrest records after four years and
thus remove barriers to employment, housing,
and services.

Successfully campaigning for the Governor to
veto SB 1262 (Bradford) was a big win: we don’t
want to make it easier for background check
companies to search conviction histories! We
demand the end of background checks! If you’ve completed your sentence,
there shouldn’t be any barriers to employment, housing, education, etc.

Please see the Policy Roundup section below for all the wins we
accomplished this year.

But we also had some setbacks. The
VISION Act (AB 937 – Carrillo) failed
to pass the Senate by three votes.
This means that people who have
completed their prison sentences will
continue to be turned over to ICE
instead of being reunited with their
families while fighting deportation.
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Dorsey (far right) speaks to supporters of
removing slavery from the California
Consitution before a floor vote in the CA
Assembly.

We will continue the fight to keep
ICE out of CA prisons in 2023.

To do so, we need our people who are currently incarcerated to get more
engaged. With the passage of Prop 17 in 2020, we won the restoration of
voting rights to California citizens outside of prison. And while we work to
restore voting rights for all—inside or out, just like Maine, Vermont, and
D.C.—those of you currently incarcerated still have an important role to
play: To take a greater role educating each other and family members
about the issues that matter to people inside. To turn those convos on the
yard into opportunities of enlightenment and inspiration. To ask your family
members to support you with their vote in addition to your books. To learn
before you walk out how best to fight for our own freedoms, and to return
to our communities an asset instead of a liability.

Our current Abolish Bondage Collectively
campaign to end prison slavery is a perfect
opportunity for people inside to get
involved, because YOU are the ones doing
the slave labor. YOU are the ones being
paid pennies for hard, dangerous work.
YOU are the ones being punished for
refusing to work. Your voice and
experience are key to removing the last
vestiges of Jim Crow and slavery from our
governing documents and prison practices.
Those directly impacted by the
dehumanizing policies need to have their
voices heard front and center.

Together we can continue to do the work that keeps us connected with
family and community while dismantling the prison-industrial complex from
both the outside-in and the inside-out.
 

Welcome Tanisha, TaSin, & Andrew!

Tanisha Cannon joins LSPC as our first Managing
Director! Tanisha has been a member of AOUON since
2018, and is currently completing her Doctorate in
Educational Leadership with an emphasis on social
justice.

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/abc/


"LSPC's critical approach to organizing and advocating for
communities impacted by the carceral system is what drew me
to the organization. I am humbled and honored to have the
opportunity to apply my lived experience, education, and
passion to the movement!"

TaSin Sabir transitions from freelance graphic artist to
a member of our Comms Team as a Communications
Associate. TaSin has worked with LSPC for many years,
designing our Annual Report and, recently, the All of Us
or None Newspaper.

“I have worked as a freelance Graphic Designer for LSPC for several
years now, so when the opportunity presented itself to join the
organization it felt like it was meant to be. I would not work for any other
organization in this stage of my career. I only want to surround myself
with righteous and like minded individuals. I look forward to using all my
skill sets to support Legal Services for Prisoners with Children but most
importantly I look forward to learning and growing through working
directly with the extraordinary individuals here.”

Andrew Ntim just began a two-year Legal Fellowship
at LSPC, following his recent graduation from Yale Law
School. Andrew knows the Bay Area well, as he
completed his undergraduate studies at Stanford.

“When I started law school, I knew it was my dream to work with
an abolitionist movement lawyering org in the Bay area, & I
couldn't be happier to be landing at a place like LSPC, a justice-
impacted led anti-carceral activism and legal group that's been
building power within criminalized communities for more than 30
years. In just the few weeks I've been here so far, I've gotten the
chance to fight alongside organizers, jailhouse lawyers & radical
movement attorneys to end the abusive practices occurring in
Santa Rita Jail, and also supporting participatory defense efforts
of those fighting for parole or release while incarcerated. I feel
so lucky to have this chance to learn from LSPC on how to work
as a lawyer in true co-conspirator with radical movements for
racial justice, and so excited for what these next two years will
bring.”

 

2022 Policy Roundup!
LSPC Policy Analyst Jeronimo Aguilar



Policy Analyst Jeronimo Aguilar
speaking at the 2022 Quest for
Democracy Advocacy Day

2022 Policy Fellow Alissa Moore testifies at
the Assembly Public Safety Committee for
SB 1139 Compassionate Healthcare for
incarcerated people in hospice. The bill
passed and was signed into law.

2022 saw us close another legislative session with
some impactful victories as well as some visible
scars from tough losses. Our Abolish Bondage
Collectively (ABC) campaign aimed to finish the
work of our legendary predecessors who abolished
plantation slavery and the brutal exploitation of
human beings with the passage of ACA 3. In a
painful loss in the struggle for human rights, the
California Senate chose the preservation of slavery
over allowing CA voters to determine if we as a
society should continue to dehumanize
incarcerated populations through forced labor
practices and involuntary servitude, from which
CDCR and participating corporations profit millions
of dollars through cheap labor and sub-sweatshop
wages and conditions.

Further, AB 937 the VISION Act was also struck
down yet again in the California Senate. CDCR’s
inhumane practice of transferring individuals to
ICE custody after the completion of their
sentences has caused hundreds (if not
thousands) of families to be tragically separated–
many never to be reunited. Individuals who serve
their sentences and earn their opportunity at
redemption, even to the point of securing a
release date by the Board of Parole Hearings,

deserve to be reunited with their loved ones and communities. Yet this
cruel practice will continue because of a strong belief in xenophobic myths
regarding threats to public safety and the demonization of our migrant and
undocumented communities, none of which is rooted in reality.

Nevertheless, our resolve is as strong as
ever and we are determined to continue
our mission of advocating for the full
restoration of the civil and human rights of
currently and formerly incarcerated
individuals, our families, and communities.
We also understand that the trajectory of
justice ebbs and flows, and we must
remain consistent and steadfast in our
commitment to justice. Expect LSPC and
All of Us or None to be back on the
frontlines regarding these issues as the
struggle continues!

Even with the tough losses, we achieved some notable victories this year.
All of these bills were cosponsored by Legal Services for Prisoners with
Children and All of Us or None:

SB 1008 (Becker): This bill will ensure FREE

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220ACA3
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1008


telecommunication for all individuals incarcerated in CDCR
(CA State Prison). This legislation will end the longstanding
economic exploitation and price gouging experienced by
incarcerated peoples and their families, paying exorbitant
amounts for telecommunication with their loved ones.

 
SB 731 (Durazo): This bill will implement a system to
prospectively and retroactively seal conviction and arrest
records to remove barriers to employment, housing, and
services for those living with past convictions.

 
SB 1106 (Wiener): This bill would prohibit
judges from denying petitions for expungement
based on outstanding restitution.

 
AB 1720 (Holden): This legislation will increase access for
individuals with criminal backgrounds to work in Community
Care facilities by requiring the California Department of Social
Services (CDSS) to create a simplified record exemption for
applicants seeking a license or special permit to operate or
manage community care facilities, certain residential care

facilities, and child daycare centers.
 

 
SB 1139 (Kamlager): This bill will make it possible for
Incarcerated loved ones to have a family member by their
side when in hospice and will implement a format of guided
steps and tools to afford incarcerated people and their
families a humane health care process.

 
[LSPC Successfully OPPOSED] SB 1262 (Bradford):
Makes open to the public, sensitive information concerning
background checks from local court indexes. Increases
(dangerously) access to background information. This
harmful legislation would have overturned the AOUON
Riverside V. Hamrick decision and increased public access to
community members' sensitive background information.

Lives will be changed as a result of many of the legislative wins we were
able to secure. As an organization that prides itself in uplifting the voices
and leadership of directly impacted organizers, advocates, and activists,
our communities’ heart, strength, and resilience was on full display this
past year. We experienced adversity but we stood steadfast and
accomplished reforms that will have a direct impact on our incarcerated
loved ones and their families.

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1008
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1008
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1008
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1008
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1008
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1008
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB731
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1106
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220AB1720
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1139
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220SB1262


Hundreds of formerly incarcerated and convicted advocates, family members, and allies at the 2022
Quest for Democracy Advocacy Day at the California Capitol in Sacramento, CA on August 8, 2022.

I am beyond honored to continue leading our Policy/Legislative efforts into
next year and beyond under the leadership of Dorsey Nunn and Hamdiya
Cooks-Abdullah, and I am excited to work with all our people, inside and
out, to build better communities.

For more information about these bills or our other policy work, contact
LSPC Policy Analyst Jeronimo Aguilar at:
jeronimo@prisonerswithchildren.org

Ban the Box / Fair Chance Housing
AOUON’s Housing Advocate Taqwaa
Bonner reports that the Fair Chance
Housing Ordinance, which he helped get
passed in Oakland and Berkeley during the
past two years, has moved to final vote by
the full Alameda County Board of
Supervisors.

Sometime during November, 2022, the
Board of Supervisors will vote to enact Fair
Chance Housing in every city in Alameda
County. We will need your help to turn out
and turn up to show the Supervisors that
this is an important issue for us! Keep your
eyes peeled for email announcements about when to show up at the BOS
office or online!

For more information, contact Housing Advocate Taqwaa Bonner at:
taqwaa@prisonerswithchildren.org
 

All of Us or None

Community Outreach

Student Speaking Series - Oakland High School



Housing Advocate
Taqwaa Bonner

AOUON continues to speak each semester with
students in the Social Justice Pathway at Oakland High
School. Housing Advocate Taqwaa Bonner organized
AOUON members Paul Briley, Jabar Watson, Jonathan
Walton, and Sean Cole to participate in small-table
discussions, during which they share the issues AOUON
engages in and allows for personal discussion with
students.

As a follow up, students were invited to UC Berkeley to
shadow current undergrad Jabar Watson and others
students throughout the day, and discuss the issues
formerly incarcerated students face accessing higher
education.

Are you a teacher and want All of Us or None to present / speak with your
class? Contact Taqwaa Bonner at taqwaa@prisoneswithchildren.org.

Town Up Oakland!
On Sunday, October 16, Jesse, Alissa, Paul,
Tanisha and John tabled at the Town Up Sunday
event at Lake Merritt. The event was sponsored
by the Urban Peace Movement and was centered
around voter education. It was also a silent party
with 3 DJs. All of Us or None helped get people
registered to vote by providing the QR code that
takes them to the CA SOS site to register. 

Color of Change Children's Carnival

LSPC / All of Us or None tabled at the Color of
Change Children’s Carnival at the Black Cultural
Zone in Oakland on Sunday, October 23. The
Carnival’s goal was to give back to the
community, and especially the kids: they had a
roller-skating rink, lots of huge jumpers, games
for the kids to play, as well a diverse setup of
food stands.

At the All Of Us None table, Staff Attorneys Eric
Sapp and Debra Slone, 2022 Policy Fellow Alissa
Moore, and AOUON member Penny
Schone focused on sharing our campaigns and
we also assisted people registering to vote if
they were not already. We also got a chance to
let new folks know who AOUON are and what we
are about, we were able to sign them up to
become members, and let people know we have
resources for them and family members who are



incarcerated or formerly incarcerated. The
Carnival was a success, and AOUON made their
impact on the younger community!

Want to get involved in AOUON's Community Outreach? Contact Outreach
Coordinator John Cannon at: john@prisonerswithchildren.org

Family Unity Matters

LSPC’s Family Unity Matters project is organizing a “Thanksgiving Series”
of talks and panel discussions about various issues—both positive and
challenging—that incarceration creates for families and friends. The video
presentations will be shown on our Coalition for Family Unity Facebook
page.

Friday, 11/11 at 12 noon
Giving Thanks for Friendships: The best
friendships are created behind bars

Friday, 11/18 at 12 noon
Giving Thanks for Freedom: The Story of
Six Youngsters

Wednesday, 11/30 at 12 noon
How to support your loved one during the
Board of Parole hearing process
Presented in collaboration with UnCommon
Law Attorneys and Ex-Lifers

For more information, or to get involved with our Coalition for Family Unity,
contact Ivana Gonzales at ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.361.4603

AOUON Inside
Have a family member inside?
Let them know they can contact us for any self-help
legal information, sign up to receive the All of Us or
None monthly newspaper, or become an AOUON Inside
Member by contacting our In-Custody Program
Coordinator Jesse Burleson at
jesse@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7047

https://www.facebook.com/CoalitionForFamilyUnity/
https://www.facebook.com/CoalitionForFamilyUnity/
https://www.uncommonlaw.org/
https://www.uncommonlaw.org/


Or write to:

AOUON Inside Membership
4400 Market Street
Oakland, CA 94608

AOUON National Newspaper!
Have you seen the November, 2022 issue of the
AOUON Newspaper yet?

The AOUON Newspaper is a print publication sent to
our members who are currently incarcerated. Digital
versions of all the issues are available on our website
here!

The AOUON Newspaper, which comes out monthly, is a
platform to amplify the voices and stories of our
members. If you’re interested in sharing a personal
story—be it of triumph or hardship—please get in touch
with LSPC Communications Coordinator Mark Fujiwara at
mc@prisonerswithchildren.org

AOUON National
Want to get involved in other communities across the country? Contact one
of the many AOUON chapters:

Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact AOUON National Organizer
Oscar Flores to start one: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/aouon-newspaper/
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/aouon-newspaper/
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/aouon-newspaper/
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/chapters/
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/chapters/


 

We're Hiring!

LSPC is looking to hire a part time Intern/Volunteer
Coordinator. The purpose of this position will be to ensure that LSPC has
a diverse group of interns and volunteers throughout the year who are able
to provide much-needed assistance to LSPC staff while learning about mass
incarceration and the prison industrial complex, as well as the role LSPC
plays in this movement. LSPC considers diversity to include racial, gender,
age, and class diversity. We always place a priority on placing interns and
volunteers who have been in prison or who have had an incarcerated
parent.

The Intern/Volunteer Coordinator will recruit and interview potential
candidates and will work with staff (who will supervise the
interns/volunteers) to fulfill the needs of the program, administrative and
development staff.

Full job description and application process here.

 

Calendar

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Virtual!
When: 6:30 P.M., November 17, 2022 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: Online on Zoom: https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting

All people and family members directly impacted by the
criminal justice system are invited to join All of Us or
None at our monthly meeting the 3rd Thursday of each
month in Oakland, CA. We discuss local and state
legislation, plan community events, and strategize how
to advocate for our community in our own voices.

For more information contact Paul B.:
paulb@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036
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https://prisonerswithchildren.org/about-aouon/
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/about-aouon/


Donate to LSPC / All of Us or None here!

Like us on Facebook
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