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Training the Talent in Time for the
Turn of the Tide

Message from the Executive Director

This year, as Black August comes to a close, I find myself
asking: “Do Black lives really matter?”

Two years after a summer of protests against police violence
and the murder of George Floyd, and not a single police
department has been “defunded.” In fact, many police
departments, including here in Oakland, have received more
funding through increased budgets and creative application of
COVID relief funds. And a Democrat President, just last night,
called for more cops.

Nine years after Shelby County v. Holder opened the floodgates for state
and local governments to restrict voting rights and access, especially to
Black and Brown communities, The John Lewis Voting Rights Act has yet to
pass the Senate. Without vigorous voting rights protections, the apartheid
systems currently in place for many county and state elections will remain,
effectively subordinating millions to minority-white rule.

Here in California, cities are using the 1850 Southern argument that closing
prison plantations would negatively affect their economies, and a
Democratic Party-controlled legislature couldn’t even bring the question of
removing Involuntary Servitude from the state constitution to the 2022
ballot.

As someone who has been in the fight
since the early ‘70’s, I see the great
possibility of the pendulum swing
back toward “tough on crime” and a
new age of mass incarceration—both
in person and virtual—without the
gains we should have won over the
past few years.

What gives me hope is the work we’re
doing and the young organizers who
are stepping up to do it. Our
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LSPC Executive Director Dorsey Nunn (left)
speaking at our 10th Annual Quest for Democracy
Advocacy Day in Sacramento on the failure of the
CA Legislature to pass ACA 3 and give Californians
the opportunity to rid the constitution of Involuntary
Servitute at the November election.

Young and young-at-heart All of Us or None
Organizers and LSPC Policy Fellows join with
CURYJ Youth Organizers and Policy Advocates for
a Statewide Legislative Policy Planning at the
Freedom & Movement Center.

organizers and Policy Fellows have
successfully advocated for bills that
will make prison phone calls free,
allow hospice care for people in
prison, allow people with conviction
histories able to obtain occupational
licenses in home health care, expunge most drug-related convictions after
five years, and make prisons pay incarcerated workers a "living" wage (able
to afford care packages, commissary items, etc.). These bills are currently
on the Governor’s desk, and we’re working ourselves and in coalition to urge
Governor Newsom to sign them.

Beyond bills I see a new generation of
organizers who are bold enough to
make radical change, and are already
experienced in advocating legislation,
in driving petitions, and in effectively
getting the word out to our
communities. Out of great turmoil
comes great people, and I see a
different type of leader with the tools
to reach many more members of our
community than before.

The last big era of Mass Incarceration
that started in the mid-80’s stole so
much of our communities’ leadership
and genius, people who I never
expected to see out on this side of
the wall. It gives me hope that the

youth—who by their nature can’t see how far we’ve travelled—have the
opportunity to learn from our elders before we’re gone.

I’m proud that we’ve built LSPC into the type of organization that not only
successfully advances our agenda to help our community, but does so in a
multi-generational, multi-disciplined manner. Together we can push the
pendulum back towards Justice.
 

Block Party!

LSPC & All of Us or None invite you to our Annual Block Party at the
Freedom & Movement Center on Saturday, September 24, 2022, on 44th St.
at Market St. in Oakland, CA.
 



After a two-year hiatus, we’re excited to host a day of amazing people,
food, fun, and music! We feel so fortunate to be part of a wonderful
community and to be able to give back and build positive relationships.
Strong and healthy communities create the real public safety, as well as a
fulfilling place to live and work.

We invite you to join us to break bread
together and celebrate our community.
There will be live music, a bike raffle,
facepainting, and games for kids of all ages,
community organizations offering
information and services, and yummy food
hot off the grill.

Want to get a taste? Check out this short
video highlighting our last Block Party in
2019!

For more information, or if your organization would like to table, contact
AOUON Outreach Coordinator John Cannon at:
john@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7045
 

Welcome Ben!
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Please give a warm welcome to Ben Lambright,
LSPC’s new Director of Development! Ben joins us
after founding and running for a decade We Read
Together, a literacy-focused non-profit dedicated
to instilling a lifelong love of reading in
underserved children in The Bronx, New York.
Now living in the Bay Area, Ben looks forward to
using his business and non-profit experience to
help LSPC continue to grow and effectively
advocate for the restoration of our civil and
human rights.

“By joining LSPC/AOUON I’ve added my voice to
the call for a revolution in the criminal justice
system,” said Ben. “I believe that revolution is
coming, and sooner than many of us might think. I’m honored to be able to
offer my experience and passion to civil rights heroes like Dorsey Nunn and
Hamdiya Cooks-Abdullah with LSPC.”

Please contact Ben about supporting LSPC: ben@prisonerswithchildren.org /
415.625.7050

Welcome Back Jesse!

LSPC is excited to welcome back Jesse Burleson,
this time as our new In-custody Program
Coordinator! Jesse was a 2020 Elder Freeman
Policy Fellow, during which time he worked to
advance our policy platform, and in particular our
Prop 17 voting rights campaign, which restored
voting rights to 50,000 Californians with a felony
conviction but who are on parole or supervision.

As In-Custody Program Coordinator, Jesse will
help coordinate the hundreds of AOUON members
currently incarcerated in prisons and jails across
the country. He’ll also be helping distribute the
AOUON Newspaper to our inside membership–no
small task considering the hundreds of envelopes
involved!

"I am fired up about UNITE THE VOTE UNDER PROP 17,” said Jesse, “So we
can give back to our communities by helping to get representatives from our
own communities elected into local government positions. Then we can
control the government allocated resources given annually to our
communities for programs and services we need, to change bad laws, bad
policies and bad practices that negatively impact those who live in our
communities, including lowering property taxes, raising property values by
making the repairs needed to beautify our streets and neighborhoods, and
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Check out the full breakdown of our
cosponsored legislation here: LSPC-AOUON
Cosponsored Legislation

providing effective community safety."

For more information about AOUON membership for people currently inside
prisons and jails, contact Jesse at: jesse@prisonerswithchildren.org /
415.625.7047

Or write to Jesse at:
The Freedom & Movement Center
4400 Market Street
Oakland, CA 94608
 

Policy Update

August was very busy, with the state
legislature back for the last session of
the year to pass bills and send them
to Governor Newsom to sign. The
following of our sponsored /
supported bills successfully
passed the final floor vote and
currently sit on the Governor’s desk:

AB 1720 (Holden) In-Home Care
Occupational Licenses – Removes
barriers for people with conviction
histories to obtain occupational
licenses for home care facilities.

SB 731 (Durazo) Sunsetting Convictions – Will prospectively and
retroactively seal conviction and arrest records to remove barriers to
employment, housing, and services.

SB 1008 (Becker) Keep Families Connected Act – Free phone calls for
all incarcerated individuals.

SB 1106 (Wiener) Fresh Start Act – Prohibits a judge from relying solely
on outstanding restitution as a basis for denying a petition for
expungement.

SB 1139 (Kamalagar) Humane Healthcare Act – Will make it possible
for Incarcerated loved ones to have a family member by their side when in
hospice and will implement a format of guided steps and tools to afford
incarcerated people and their families a humane health care process.

SB 1371 (Bradford) Prison Wages – Will raise wages for work done by
people incarcerated in prisons over 5 years to “adequately allow an
incarcerated person to, among other things, afford quarterly packages,
purchase educational materials, and maintain family connections.”
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Please contact Gov. Newsom by phone or email and ask him to SIGN
THESE BILLS!

Passed, but we oppose!

SB 1262 (Bradford) – Makes
searching conviction histories easier
for background check companies.
LSPC / All of Us or None demands the
end of background checks–if you’ve
completed your sentence, there
shouldn’t be any barriers to
employment, housing, education, etc.

Call or email Gov. Newsom and urge
him to VETO SB 1262.

Failed to Pass:

AB 937 (Carrillo) The Vision Act – Will prevent ICE transfers of people
already deemed eligible of release.

AB 1816 (Bryan) Reentry Housing & Workforce Development
Program – Creates a grant program to fund reentry housing & workforce
training for formerly incarcerated people.

We will continue to work for these issues over winter recess and into the
next legislative cycle!

2022 Quest for Democracy Advocacy Day!

On August 8, we held our 10th annual Quest for Democracy Advocacy Day
at the California Capitol. LSPC / All of Us or None organized hundreds of
formerly incarcerated advocates, family members, and allies in Sacramento
to speak directly to lawmakers about bills that impact our community.

The Q4D Day of Advocacy included training, a rally, entertainment, and
dozens of grassroots lobbying teams meeting with California legislators.

https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/
https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/


This year we were able to host the event online as well, with a livestream of
the morning rally, featuring our policy platform, speakers from participating
organizations, legislators–including Senators Sydney Kamlager and Scott
Wiener, and Assemblymember Matt Haney, and some quality entertainment
provided by our own AOUON members.

Check out the recorded livestream of the morning rally here on All of Us or
None Facebook!

In the afternoon, there were several online Town Halls, each focused on a
specific topic (for example: Visiting Rights, Ban the Box in Housing, Gate
Money, etc.) and featured listening sessions with legislators as well as
organizers to help develop talking points and strategies for current and
future campaigns.

https://fb.watch/fr5QBJSUPW/


Among the many online features that our attendees had access
to: directions and maps to the event, complete agenda, complete one-pager
info sheets on all the bills on our policy platform, lists of names and
numbers of all legislators, list of your representatives by zip code, and other
important documents that we were able to upload and share. Attendees
were able to message Organizers of the event, as well as each other, to set
up meetings and even suggest hangouts. Organizers were able to send
announcements and directions to attendees in real time.

Attendees were encouraged to participate in the Whova mobile app by
getting points for participation and other contests set up by the organizers.
“One of the most popular features was the ability to share photos,” said
2022 Policy Fellow and Online Event Organizer Marvin Galdamez. “There
were hundreds of photos from the event shared. The photo and caption with
the most likes were given All of Us or None swag. Thank you to all who
made this a success!”
 



FUM Coordinator Ivana Gonzales (right) and CRJW
Executive Director Liz Rios serve food and fun to
families doing video visits with incarcerated loved
ones in Southern California.

Our annual Quest for Democracy Advocacy Day was a resounding success,
with many formerly incarcerated people and impacted family members
speaking directly to legislators for the first time. Empowered as an integral
member of the community, Q4D advocates then return to their towns and
neighborhoods to engage in local, state, and national campaigns to better
our people and support our families.

For more information or to get involved in legislative advocacy, contact
LSPC Policy Analyst Jeronimo Aguilar at:
jeronimo@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.361.4695.
 

Family Unity Matters

Last month July, Family Unity Matters
Coordinator Ivana Gonzales traveled to
Southern California to participate in
Center for Restorative Justice Works
(CRJW)’s virtual “Get On The Bus”
(GOTB) program, which supports
families during virtual visits with their
incarcerated loved ones. GOTB usually
transports families to the facilities for
visits, but during COVID conditions
they offer a safe, supportive
environment for families to hold their
video visits with food, letter writing,
and hugs, and try to coordinate with
their loved ones inside so everyone on
the visit are sharing a meal together.

This August, Ivana took LSPC Summer Interns Alyssa and Josh to San
Quentin to be in the visiting room to hand out pizza, snacks, and drinks to
some of the incarcerated men participating in the virtual visit. Not only does
being in the visiting room support the family members in prison, but being
there on site like at San Quentin gives Ivana and our Interns an opportunity
to see what visiting room conditions are like first hand—sometimes very
different from the reports that CDCR present. All of these experiences help

https://crjw.org/


us advocate more effectively for families with incarcerated loved ones.

For more information, or to get involved with our Coalition for Family Unity,
contact Ivana Gonzales at ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.361.4603

 

AOUON Inside
Have a family member inside?
Let them know they can contact us for any self-help
legal information, sign up to receive the All of Us or
None monthly newspaper, or become an AOUON Inside
Member by contacting our In-Custody Program
Coordinator Jesse Burleson at
jesse@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7047

Or write to:

AOUON Inside Membership
4400 Market Street
Oakland, CA 94608

National Newspaper!
The AOUON Newspaper is a print publication sent to our
members who are currently incarcerated. Digital
versions of all the issues are available on our website
here!

The AOUON Newspaper, which comes out monthly, is a
platform to amplify the voices and stories of our
members. If you’re interested in sharing a personal
story—be it of triumph or hardship—please get in touch
with LSPC Communications Cordinator Mark Fujiwara at
mc@prisonerswithchildren.org

AOUON National
Want to get involved in other communities across the country? Contact one
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of the many AOUON chapters:

Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact AOUON National Organizer
Oscar Flores to start one: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048
 

Wellspring Visits the Freedom & Movement Center

On August 29, LSPC welcomed to the
Freedom & Movement Center longtime
supporter Kirsten Levingston. Currently the
Program Director for Racial Justice at
Wellspring Advisory, Kirsten has
championed LSPC and our work for many
years while at the Ford Foundation.

As Kirsten is based on the East Coast, we
were excited and honored to host her at the Freedom & Movement Center in
Oakland, CA, a organizing and advocacy home for formerly incarcerated and
convicted people and family members that she was instrumental in helping
to create.

Thank you, Kirsten, for all your support, and we look forward to many more
years of friendship and solidarity!
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Calendar

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Virtual!
When: 6:30 P.M., September 15, 2022 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: Online on Zoom: https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting

All people and family members directly impacted by the
criminal justice system are invited to join All of Us or
None at our monthly meeting the 3rd Thursday of each
month in Oakland, CA. We discuss local and state
legislation, plan community events, and strategize how to
advocate for our community in our own voices.

For more information contact Paul B.:
paulb@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036

LSPC / All of Us or None Block Party!
When: 11:30-4pm
Where: 44th & Market St., Oakland, CA 94698

We invite you to join us to break bread together
and celebrate our community. There will be live
music, a bike raffle, facepainting, and games for
kids of all ages, community organizations offering
information and services, and yummy food hot off
the grill.

For more information, or if your organization
would like to table, contact AOUON Outreach
Coordinator John Cannon at:
john@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7045

FICPFM 2022 National Convening
When: October 6-9, 2022
Where: Atlanta, Georgia 

Save the Date for our National
Convening, celebrating 10-years of
the Formerly Incarcerated, Convicted
People's & Families Movement
(FICPFM) and the kick off of our Free
the VOTE campaign across the country! Registration information will be sent
out very soon. You don’t want to miss this one.

LSPC / All of Us or None is a proud founding member and current steering committee member of FICPFM.
We organized the inaugural 2016 FICPFM National Convening in Oakland and continue to work with the
other formerly incarcerated-led orgs to uplift our communties and fight for the full restoration of our rights
across the country.

https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting
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Donate to LSPC / All of Us or None here!

Like us on Facebook
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