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We Can End the Last Vestiges of
Slavery in California!

Message from the Executive Director

An open letter to our comrades in faith-based
communities to ask your support to remove the language
and legacy of slavery from the California Constitution.

I hope this letter finds you in the loving embrace and grace of
the God of your understanding. I am writing you as a former
slave of the State of California. As Juneteenth approaches, I
thought I would reach out to you in hopes of influencing and
inspiring faith leaders to speak to their congregations about the
issue of current day slavery.

Juneteenth was recently adopted as a federal holiday and has been
celebrated in the African-American community since 1865. On June 19, 1865,
Union soldiers, led by General Gordon Granger, arrived in Galveston, Texas
and freed the enslaved people who had been held in bondage almost two
years after the January 1, 1863 signing of the Emancipation Proclamation.
 

Despite this alleged freedom, the 13th
Amendment of the United States
Constitution and Article 1, Section 6 of
the California Constitution have
exceptions to the prohibition of slavery
for people convicted of a crime.
Incarcerated people are subjected to
involuntary servitude in California—
each year thousands are forced to
work jobs from cooking to
manufacturing for private companies
to fighting forest fires—all for pennies
per hour. Yet our society doesn't see
this type of slavery: the people
working under guards with guns are as
invisible as the enslaved people met by
Union General Gordon Granger in
1865.
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Our Abolish Bondage Collectively campaign in
California seeks to admend Article 1, Section 6
of the CA Consitution to remove the language of
Jim Crow slavery.

I question the moral implications of the
state and federal governments’
ongoing practice of slavery; it is one
thing to punish, and another to be
entitled to enslave.

A couple of weeks ago while sitting in
a church listening to a minister preach
about Moses, I wondered why current
enslavement was invisible. Why can’t
people see current day slavery? Why can't they see those being forced to
work on the side of freeways as current day slaves? Why can’t they see
people being forced to work in parks, shoring up levees in the valley, fighting
forest fires, and doing countless other jobs extracted through threats and
punishment by the state as current day slaves? Why can’t they see
incarcerated people being rented out to corporations by the state and traded
on the stock exchange as current day slaves?

People could see my incarceration, but they still have not caught up with the
notion of my enslavement. I do not believe people can volunteer at gunpoint
or while imprisoned. And I wonder, if Moses showed up today, could we really
see him or his enslaved parents?

The narrative associated with right and wrong is so potent that it renders
people indifferent. People assume because a practice is legal, it must be just.
History has more than enough examples where laws were proven to be
unjust over the course of time. Chattel slavery is one example.

https://abolishbondagecollectively.org/
https://abolishbondagecollectively.org/


For more information, or to sign up to receive updates and action alerts, check out our Abolish
Bondage Collectively (ABC) campaign website here.

If Assembly Constitution Amendment 3 (ACA 3) passes in the California
Senate, the issue of whether prisoners should be enslaved will be put on the
California ballot for a vote. If it is put on the ballot for a vote, it will be the
first time in multiple generations that the California electorate will have the
opportunity to vote on anything regarding slavery.

I believe faith leaders will get a chance to ask themselves and their
congregations, “What would Moses do if given an opportunity to vote on the
issue of slavery?”

Ultimately, if the historic ACA 3 winds up on the ballot, I want to offer my
formerly incarcerated staff and All of Us or None members to speak or lead
discussions on this most important political and moral issue. Please feel free
to reply to this email to request a speaker or to explore other ways we can
work together to successfully rid our constitutions of slavery and involuntary
servitude.
 

Farewell Rita!

LSPC bids a fond farewell to Staff Attorney Rita
Himes, and thanks her for her three years of
wonderful work serving our community.

During her time at LSPC, Rita supported our
litigation strategy by writing many amicus
briefs, stewarded our Cal Bar Support Service
program, created and delivered legal trainings,
and co-organized the first year of our Coalition
for Family Unity, which advocates for a Family
Bill of Rights, including guaranteed visiting for
family and loved ones. She even turned in an
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Rita at the Freedom & Movement
Center (top) and at San Quentin State
Prison (bottom, second from left)
protesting prison conditions and
deaths related to COVID in 2020.

Oscar-worthy acting performance as “Senator
Himes” in our legislative advocacy training
video!

We wish Rita the best and know that she’ll bring
her commitment to justice and equity in all her
future work.

Welcome Eric!

LSPC welcomes Eric Sapp, who joins our legal team as a Staff Attorney.

“I'm looking forward to doing my part to help those
subjected to the state's repressive apparatus
pursue justice amid the pervasive injustice; to help
families be allowed to maintain relations of unity
and mutual care, despite being confronted with a
system that promotes alienation and despair; and
to assist in the movement's strategization for
achieving a world in which such systems won't
exist."

Welcome Summer 2022 Interns!

Welcome Alyssa, Clare, & Joshua!

Since our founding almost four decades ago, LSPC has depended on the help
of dedicated interns and volunteers to accomplish our work. LSPC’s internship
program, however, is about much more than work product; it’s about
bringing the next generation into the fight to end mass incarceration.



We welcome Summer Legal Intern Alyssa Meurer (Berkeley Law) and
Summer Interns Clare Quinn (Colorado College) and Joshua Marin (San
Francisco State University) to the Freedom & Movement Center for an intense
and fruitful few months with hands-on experience in all our various
campaigns and events!

For more information about our Intern program, please contact LSPC Office
Manager & Intern Coordinator Tina Nunn: tina@prisonerswithchildren.org
 

Policy Update

The summer is heating up with an eventful policy calendar! There are a few
major deadlines that we should be considering:

1. All bills that didn’t make it out of their respective houses (Senate or
Assembly) are considered dead as of May 27.

2. By June 30, all legislative measures must qualify for the November
ballot. We are hoping ACA 3—the legislative measure seeking to put an
end to Involuntary Servitude in California—makes it to the finish line in
time to be considered for the ballot.

3. By July 1, all of the bills still moving within this last year of a two-year
cycle must be reported on by the policy committees of their respective
houses.

4. July 1 is also the date of the new fiscal year—which means the CA
Budget goes into effect.

Advocacy is in full swing! Petitions to
the Governor, administrative petitions,
and of course, review of the May
Revise (FOUND HERE). All of Us or
None will be focusing on organizing our
concerted CA policy efforts including
the opposition of a harmful bill: SB

https://www.ebudget.ca.gov/budget/2022-23MR/#/Home
https://www.ebudget.ca.gov/budget/2022-23MR/#/Home


Screenshot of the LSPC Policy Tracker.
CLICK HERE to see which bills we're co-
sponsoring or opposing, along with talking
points & actions you can take to help!

1262 (Bradford) which would make
accessing criminal records at the local
level much easier. This bill is especially
problematic for us because it seeks to
undo some of the groundwork laid by
the courts in AOUON v. Hamrick which
impacted our sister chapter in
Riverside. We appreciate Root and
Rebound’s support and leadership in helping to articulate, stop, and advocate
against this harmful policy.

At the mid-point in the 2022 Legislative Cycle, LSPC’s co-sponsored bills
have, on the whole, passed one floor vote and we have already begun
advocating them in second house committees. In a nutshell:

AB 937 (Carrillo) The Vision Act – Will prevent ICE transfers to people already deemed eligible of
release.
STATUS: Senate Floor Vote On Hold (need more Senators to support–CALL YOUR SENATOR!)

AB 1720 (Holden) In-Home Care Occupational Licenses – Removes barriers for people with
conviction histories to obtain occupational licenses for home care facilities.
STATUS: PASSED Assembly Floor Vote! On to the Senate!

AB 1816 (Bryan) Reentry Housing & Workforce Development Program – Creates a grant program
to fund reentry housing & workforce training for formerly incarcerated people.
STATUS: PASSED Assembly Floor Vote! On to the Senate!

AB 2180 (Wicks) Children of Incarcerated Parents & Caregivers Taskforce – Creates a task force
to see that the financial, educational, medical and mental health needs of children with incarcerated
parents are met.
STATUS: DEAD (Placed in Suspense File) – We’re working to include this important service through
the Budgetary process.

SB 731 (Durazo) Sunsetting Convictions – will prospectively and retroactively seal conviction and
arrest records to remove barriers to employment, housing, and services.
STATUS: INACTIVE FILE – Background check companies just got too much juice.

SB 1008 (Becker) Keep Families Connected Act – Free phone calls for all incarcerated individuals.
STATUS: PASSED Senate Floor Vote! On to the Assembly!

SB 1106 (Wiener) Fresh Start Act – Prohibits a judge from relying solely on outstanding restitution as
a basis for denying a petition for expungement.
STATUS: PASSED Senate Floor Vote! On to the Assembly!

SB 1139 (Kamlager) Humane Healthcare Act – make it possible for Incarcerated loved ones to have a
family member by their side when in hospice and will implement a format of guided steps and tools to
afford incarcerated people and their families a humane health care process.
STATUS: PASSED Senate Floor Vote! On to the Assembly!

For more details about the bills—including fact sheets for each—check out our

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qmEFswADrVEJUpQcIwbh2alzJtK7adW-/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101027330015772287546&rtpof=true&sd=true


updated Policy Tracker here!

2022 Quest for Democracy Advocacy Day!
We are also gearing up for our 10th annual Q4D Advocacy Day on August 8,
when we organize hundreds of formerly incarcerated advocates, family
members, and allies at the Capitol in Sacramento to speak directly to
lawmakers about bills that impact our community.

The Q4D Day of Advocacy includes training, a rally, entertainment, and
dozens of grassroots lobbying teams meeting with California legislators.

Group photo of participants at the 2019 Quest for Democracy Advocacy Day, the last one we organized
in person before two years of Digital Q4Ds. We're so excited to be back at the Capitol on August 8 this
year, and we hope to see you there!

Save the date and stay tuned for more information!

Contribute today to make our Day of Advocacy the best it can be. Your gift
of $250 makes it possible for someone to attend in person, get trained, and
speak to their legislators.

The Q4D bus is leaving for the Capitol—
are you on it?

Coalition for Family Unity
At the Assembly Public Safety
Committee hearing on June 8, 2022
Policy Fellow Alissa Moore testified in
person for SB 1139 Humane
Healthcare, specifically about the
importance of notifying family
members when incarcerated loved
one's experience medical emergencies
& of having a loved one present during
hospice care. Check out a video clip of
her testimony here!
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Recently released herself, Alissa shared her own personal experience &
helped pass SB 1139 (Kamlager) out of this committee & on to the next!
Family Unity Coordinator Ivana Gonzales was also present to voice support in
the name of All of Us or None & our Coalition for Family Unity.

Let's keep this important bill rolling all the way through the Senate Floor &
onto the Governor's desk!

If you’d like to be involved in the Coalition for Family Unity, check out our
website here, or contact FUM Coordinator Ivana Gonzales at
ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org

Abolish Bondage Collectively Campaign
Abolish Bondage Collectively – a campaign to
educate about and end the vestiges of
slavery highlighting Involuntary Servitude, is
picking up steam! We were successful in
having organizations from around the state
submit letters of support for California’s ACA
3, which just passed the Senate Public
Safety committee on May 31 and is a
committee away from a Senate Floor Vote to
get onto the November ballot!

Additionally, we have organized Juneteenth appearances around the state
and country. Our communications department has also lent a helping hand
by encouraging folks within the campaign to have their voices heard
throughout the news media. Additionally, there are some other super neat
activations that are getting T-d Up just in time for voter engagement.
 

All of Us or None

AOUON Juneteenth Events!
All of Us or None chapters will be
participating in Juneteenth celebrations
across the nation to raise awareness of
our Abolish Bondage Collectively
campaign & the fact that slavery was
never abolished in America–it was just
put into prisons.

Come spend some time tabling
with us, celebrating Juneteenth, &
helping get the word out about our
ABC campaign!

CLICK HERE to RSVP at one of the following locations during Juneteenth

https://abolishbondagecollectively.org/
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weekend:

CA Antioch / Brentwood - 6/19/2022
CA Bakersfield - 6/18/2022
CA East Palo Alto - 6/18/2022
CA Los Angeles - 6/17/2022
CA Oakland (Fruitvale) - 6/17/2022
CA Oakland (Lake Merritt) - 6/18/2022
CA Richmond - 6/18/2022
CA Riverside - 6/18/2022
CA San Diego - 6/18/2022
CA San Francisco - 6/18/2022
IL Chicago
MO St. Louis
NC Durham
NJ South Jersey
OH Cincinnati
SD Grand Rapids
WA Eastern Washington

Help spread the word on social media with our ABC Juneteenth Social
Media Toolkit!

For more information or if you have any issues signing up to join us, please
contact AOUON Outreach Coordinator John Cannon at:
john@prisonerswithchildren.org

Community Outreach
All of Us or None continues to engage our community by tabling and
distributing information at various Oakland locations. In addition to info
material on our Abolish Bondage Collectively campaign and our recent
victories passing Ban the Box / Fair Chance Housing ordinances in Berkeley
and Oakland, we also invite people to join us at our monthly AOUON General
Meeting.

510 Day
On May 10, a coalition of community organizations celebrated Oakland and
our “510” area code with a community festival, rally, artist performances,
and protest against gentrification.

All of Us or None not only tabled at the event, sharing information about our
policy campaigns and Ban the Box housing victories in Oakland and Berkeley,
but also joined in the entertainment: AOUON Outreach Coordinator John
Cannon performed his original tracks, AOUON Sac Organizer Henry Ortiz and

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Y9AGP77G7nBzIMp24osYBYL6EXRG9brl?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1Y9AGP77G7nBzIMp24osYBYL6EXRG9brl?usp=sharing
mailto:john@prisonerswithchildren.org


AOUON Oakland member Aijai Johnson rocked their new "AOUON Anthem,"
and longtime AOUON member Mark G brought the house down with his
passionate recitation of Bertolt Brecht's poem, "All of Us or None."

Santa Rita Deaths Protest
On May 24, LSPC, AOUON, and other community organizations joined the
Interfaith Coalition for Justice in our Jails for a vigil and rally to remember the
58 people who have died in Santa Rita Jail (the most in Northern California)
and to call on the Alameda County Board of Supervisors to fund community
mental health services outside of the jail.

Watch this KTVU News segment on the vigil and rally.

The horrible conditions and inadequate mental health services at Santa Rita
were the main issue in the recent primary election on June 7, leading to
challenger Yesenia Sanchez apparently gaining enough votes to oust current
Sherrif Gregory Ahern. While all votes haven't been tallied yet, it seems
doubtful Sanchez will drop under the 50% needed to win.

Want to join in our community outreach? Contact AOUON Outreach
Coordinator John Cannon at: john@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7045

AOUON Inside
Have a family member inside?

https://youtu.be/n_cTnWz3L_I
https://oaklandside.org/2022/06/07/alameda-county-sheriff-primary-election-results-2022/
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Let them know they can contact us for any self-help legal
information, sign up to receive the All of Us or None
monthly newspaper, or become an AOUON Inside
Member by contacting AOUON Outreach Coordinator John
Cannon at john@prisonerswithchildren.org

Or write to:

AOUON Inside Membership
4400 Market Street
Oakland, CA 94608

National Newspaper!
The AOUON Newspaper is a print publication sent to our
members who are currently incarcerated. Digital versions
of all the issues are available on our website here!

The AOUON Newspaper, which comes out monthly, is a
platform to amplify the voices and stories of our
members. If you’re interested in sharing a personal story
—be it of triumph or hardship—please get in touch with
LSPC Communications manager Troy Williams at
troy@prisonerswithchildren.org

AOUON National
Want to get involved in other communities across the country? Contact one
of the many AOUON chapters:

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/aouon-newspaper/
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Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact AOUON National Organizer
Oscar Flores to start one: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048

Calendar

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Virtual!
When: 6:30 P.M., June 16, 2022 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: Online on Zoom: https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting

All people and family members directly impacted by the
criminal justice system are invited to join All of Us or None
at our monthly meeting the 3rd Thursday of each month in
Oakland, CA. We discuss local and state legislation, plan
community events, and strategize how to advocate for our
community in our own voices.

For more information contact Paul B.:
paulb@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036

The Vision Act Rally & Letter Delivery to Gov. Newsom
When: 11 A.M., Tuesday, June 21, 2022
Where: Governor’s Office (Capitol Annex Swing Space) 1021 O Street,
Sacramento

JOIN US for the VISION Act Rally & Letter
Delivery on Tuesday, June 21, 2022 at
Governor Newsom’s Office in Sacramento at
11am! We need the Governor’s support to
stop ICE transfers and pass AB 937 The
VISION Act! Find more information below,
and RSVP here today!

Over 120 community members impacted by
ICE transfers and their loved ones have
signed a letter to Governor Newsom urging
him to support AB 937 The VISION Act and
to meet with a small group of directly
impacted community members to discuss the
bill. On June 21st, we will gather for a VISION Act rally and deliver the letter
to Governor Newsom.

Our goals are:
1) to highlight Californians impacted and devastated by ICE transfers,
2) to show that immigrants and refugees can successfully reenter the
community and thrive after completing their sentences, and
3) to secure a meeting with the Governor’s office on the VISION Act. 

https://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/about/staff-directory/oscar-flores-2/
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LSPC / AOUON is a co-sponsor of this legislation—we hope to see you there!
RSVP: bit.ly/visionrally
 

FICPFM 2022 National Convening
When: October 6-9, 2022
Where: Atlanta, Georgia 

Please check out our Save the Date for
our National Convening, celebrating 10-
years of the Formerly Incarcerated,
Convicted People's & Families Movement
(FICPFM) and the kick off of our Free
the VOTE campaign across the country! Registration information will be sent
out very soon. You don’t want to miss this one.

LSPC / All of Us or None is a proud founding member and current steering committee member of FICPFM.
We organized the inaugeral 2016 FICPFM National Convening in Oakland and continue to work with the
other formerly incarcerated-led orgs to uplift our communties and fight for the full restoration of our rights
across the country.

 

 

 

Donate to LSPC / All of Us or None here!

Like us on Facebook
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