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Our 2016 report "Ban the Box in Employment: A
Grassroots History" shares much of our work to end
the ongoing punishment of background checks and
to pass Fair Chance Hiring policy.
More Ban the Box / Fair Chance Hiring information
and resources here on our webiste.
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How We Roll Determines the Outcome
Message from the Executive Director
 

“The presumption of rehabilitation upon completion of the
sentence.”

We know the policy process can be incremental. Sometimes we need to
have patience with taking small steps to chip away at an unjust
system. But even through compromise, what LSPC and our All of Us or
None grassroots organizing and advocacy adds is the expertise that
comes from lived experience with the criminal legal and punishment
system, and our commitment to the full restoration of our civil and
human rights. At no point do we advocate for policy that can take away

rights, or subvert our goal for formerly incarcerated people to have equal access to
opportunity in employment, housing, education, and all aspects of society.

For example, this month there is a bill, SB 1262 (Bradford) which purports to help
formerly incarcerated and convicted people by making access to background checks
easier. It’s presented as contributing to “fair chance,” under the assertion that “If
employers can get conviction histories faster, they can hire those people faster.”
 

Caution! This seemingly “helpful” premise
runs counter to our core philosophy: the
presumption of rehabilitation upon completion
of the sentence. When your sentence is
complete, your record should be sealed, and
no employer, landlord, licensing committee,
educational institution, or “concerned citizen”
should have access. This practice has worked
well in many other countries for decades.

Background checks currently constitute
the continuation of a punishment well
beyond the courtroom and institution of
incarceration.

Last year All of Us or None Riverside filed a
lawsuit to restrict background checks to a
higher standard of access. This year,
background check companies co-sponsored SB
1262 (Bradford), in an attempt to subvert the court ruling and to open access to
conviction histories. We oppose SB 1262, even though we’ve successfully worked
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with Senator Bradford on many pieces of legislation—including our Ban the Box bills
—and we look forward to working with the Senator in the future.

We continue to advocate for legislation based on our core beliefs and guided by our
experience as experts on the justice legal system.

We don’t need to be given a chance—we're creating opportunity.

 

Voter Outreach Tech Training with FICPFM National Network

In mid-April, several LSPC staff and AOUON organizers traveled to New Orleans to
participate in voter outreach technology training provided by the Formerly
Incarcerated, Convicted Peoples & Families Movement (FICPFM) and hosted by Voice
of the Experienced (VOTE NOLA).

Participants, representing many "Quest for Democracy" organizations funded and
supported by FICFPM, spent the three days learning to use voter outreach databases
and platforms such as VAN and PDI. LSPC effectively used PDI in our campaign to
pass Prop 17 in 2020, restoring voting rights to Californians with felony convictions
out of prisons, and so Program Manager Errol Veron was able to facilitate some of
the instruction. All of Us or None Organizers and LSPC Policy staff members trained
to be ready to effectively campaign at a state and national level, with our Abolish
Bondage Collectively campaign possibily succeeding in getting ACA 3 on the
California ballot this November.
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Screenshot of the LSPC Policy Tracker.
CLICK HERE to see which bills we're co-sponsoring
or opposing, along with talking points & actions you
can take to help!

In addition to learning valuable advocacy and technology skills, LSPC / All of Us or
None staff were able to meet and network with formerly incarcerated organizers
from across the country. "Hearing about others' struggles and campaigns in other
states really opened my eyes," said 2022 Policy Fellow Marvin Galdamez, "Both to
how much work we have to do, but also to how many amazing people are in
Movement and are working together. We have the reach, passion, and skills to do
great work."

 

Policy Update

In the California legislative cycle, May can quickly turn from a steady spring breeze
into a cyclone of change. Early in the month, bills introduced a few months ago have
to make it out of committees or disappear into suspense files, rarely to be seen
again. All bills introduced in either the Senate or the Assembly this year must pass a
Floor Vote by May 27.
 

Our goal is to be as transparent and open as
possible regarding which bills we are co-
sponsoring, supporting, or opposing. You can
see our legislative priorities here, along
with updates where the individual pieces of
legislation currently are in the cycle, as well as
talking points and ways you can get involved.

Committee hearings come fast and furious—
sometimes we don’t know if a bill will be
considered in committee until the morning of!
—but we will always try to keep everyone in
our community informed and encourage all to
participate in any way you are able.

For more information about our policy work, contact LSPC Policy Manager Joanna
Billingy at: joanna@prisonerswithchildren.org

Fines and Fees
On April 19-21, AOUON Regional Coordinator
Paul Briley (right, in AOUON hat) shared some
of our Fines & Fees victories at the annual
Government Alliance for Race and Equity
(GARE) Annual Membership Meeting in
Portland, Oregon. GARE gathers racial equity
practitioners who work in local, state, and
regional government to uplift best practices,
celebrate victories, and share lessons learned
from their work advancing racial equity in their
jurisdictions. This year’s theme was
"Reimagining Government for Racial Equity

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qmEFswADrVEJUpQcIwbh2alzJtK7adW-/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101027330015772287546&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1qmEFswADrVEJUpQcIwbh2alzJtK7adW-/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=101027330015772287546&rtpof=true&sd=true


and Justice.”

Based in San Francisco for almost 40 years
before recently relocating to Oakland, LSPC /
All of Us or None has worked closely with San Francisco City and County
departments for decades on Financial Justice programs and policies. In August 2020,
San Francisco became the first in the nation to put people over profits—making jail
phone calls free and ending the markup of commissary items in the jail store.

Phone calls are the primary way that most of the 2 million incarcerated people
across the United States can contact their family and friends especially during the
COVID-19 pandemic when thousands of prisons and jails continue to ban visitors.
Yet too often, local and county jails impose onerous charges on phone calls and mark
up prices in jail stores, or commissary.

All of Us or None joined directly impacted people and advocates offering best
practices and models to build momentum for phone justice at the city, county, and
state level, including how people directly impacted by the criminal legal system can
lead the charge for reform. Paul expounded on lessons learned from the reform in
San Francisco, momentum for similar proposals in California and across the country,
and what other jurisdictions can do to put people before profits.

For more information about our Fines & Fees work, contact AOUON Regonal
Coordinator Paul Briley at: paulb@prisonerswithchildren.org

Coalition for Family Unity
On April 28, many AOUON and Coalition for Family Unity
members testified at the Senate Budget Committee /
Subcommittee 5 (Public Safety) on the importance of visiting
to maintain family connections. While many members called
in to support increased visitation, AOUON Sacramento
Organizers Henry Ortiz and Jeronimo Aguilar (right) appeared
at the hearing in person to share their stories how family
visits helped them survive incarceration and thrive after
reentry.

CFU will continue to work with Senator Nancy Skinner,
Senator Maria Elena Durazo, and the Budget Committee to
increase visiting opportunities and keep families connected.



Social media celebrates Oscar
Issac and his All of Us or None
shirt as he watches Episode 4 of
his current project Moon

If you’d like to be involved in the Coalition for Family Unity,
check out our website here, or contact FUM Coordinator Ivana
Gonzales at ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org

Want to get involved with AOUON Sacramento? Contact AOUON Organizer Henry
Ortiz at: henry@prisonerswithchildren.org / 209.762.0850.

 

All of Us or None

AOUON in the (Social) Media!

A sudden spike in AOUON Instagram and Twitter activity
last week was caused by director / writer Elvira Lind
posting a photo of her husband, actor Oscar Isaac (Star
Wars, Ex Machina) rocking his AOUON t-shirt during a
Moon Knight watch party with co-stars Ethan Hawke (Dead
Poets Society, Training Day) and May Calamawy (Ramy,
The Long Road Home).

Elvira wrote and directed the Academy Award-nominated
short film “The Letter Room,” featuring Oscar Isaac as a
Death Row prison guard who gets assigned to reading
family correspondence. The film takes a personal look into
the lives that pass through a prison letter room, and the
complex issues and relationships that the prison industrial
complex creates. Click here to view the trailer.

In March, 2021, LSPC / All of Us or None was honored with
a special screening of the short film “The Letter Room” and
a conversation with film’s cast and crew with LPSC
leadership. The event included a special conversation in
which cast members—including Director Elvira Lind,
Producer Sonia Sondervan, and actors Oscar Isaac, Brian
Petsos, and John Douglas Thompson—discussed those
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Knight with his co-stars last week.issues with LSPC Executive Director Dorsey Nunn, LSPC
Administrative Director Hamdiya Cooks-Abdullah, and
AOUON Organizer Sandra Johnson. They also shared the work formerly incarcerated
organizers do to keep incarcerated loved ones and family members connected.

You can watch the Screening Conversations here (33 min) [starts at 03m38s]
A Q & A with Director Elvira Lind & Actor Oscar Issac (10 min) is also available for
viewing.

LSPC / All of Us or None gifted Oscar and Elvira with AOUON swag during their visit to the Freedom & Movement
Center in Oakland, CA in November, 2021.

Community Outreach
All of Us or None continues to engage our community by tabling and distributing
information at various Oakland locations. In addition to info material on our Abolish
Bondage Collectively campaign and our recent victories passing Ban the Box / Fair
Chance Housing ordinances in Berkeley and Oakland, we also invite people to join us
at our monthly AOUON General Meeting.

2022 Policy Fellow Marvin Galdamez (left) and
AOUON Outreach Coordinator John Cannon
engage community members at the Boradway
Grocery Outlet in Oakland, CA. on Fri., April 23.

LSPC / AOUON joined in and tabled at the UC
Berkeley Black Underground Scholars recruitment
event at Lil' Bobby Hutton Park in West Oakland on
Sat., April 24.

Want to join in our community outreach? Contact AOUON Outreach Coordinator John

https://www.crowdcast.io/e/theletterroom
https://vimeo.com/507942606/2015597497


Cannon at: john@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7045

Community Training Programs
All of Us or None is excited to offer two
training programs in May: a Computer Basic
Skills course and a Reentry training course.

Computer Basic Training
(Week of May 2)
Course includes training in the basic computer
skills and programs necessary to navigate
modern society, including Google Suite (Email,
Calendar, Contact, Sheets and Docs), video
conferencing (Zoom), and how to use
browsers to successfully search the Internet.

Reentry Training
(Week of May 16)
Course includes training on resume building, job searching, interviews, finding
housing, rebuilding credit, surviving parole, self-care, and starting a business. You
will create your own Roadmap for Reentry, guided by people who have successfully
survived incarceration and reentry themselves to thrive in their communities.

For more information or to sign up for the training courses, contact AOUON Program
Manager Errol Veron at errol@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7058

AOUON Inside
Have a family member inside?
Let them know they can contact us for any self-help legal
information, sign up to receive the All of Us or None monthly
newspaper, or become an AOUON Inside Member by contacting
AOUON Outreach Coordinator John Cannon at
john@prisonerswithchildren.org

Or write to:

AOUON Inside Membership
4400 Market Street
Oakland, CA 94608

National Newspaper!
The AOUON Newspaper is a print publication sent to our members
who are currently incarcerated. Digital versions of all the issues are
available on our website here!

The AOUON Newspaper, which comes out monthly, is a platform to
amplify the voices and stories of our members. If you’re interested
in sharing a personal story—be it of triumph or hardship—please get
in touch with LSPC Communications manager Troy Williams at
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troy@prisonerswithchildren.org

AOUON National
Want to get involved in other communities across the country? Contact one of the
many AOUON chapters:

Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact AOUON National Organizer Oscar
Flores to start one: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048
 

Kathy Boudin—Rest in Power 
 
We are sad to hear that lifelong revolutionary,
activist, and comrade Kathy Boudin passed
this Sunday, May 1. We honor Kathy’s
incredible breadth and depth of work, from her
civil rights work in the 60’s, through her
advocacy for educational opportunities to
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incarcerated students in the 90’s, and to her
co-founding of the Center for Justice at
Columbia University and their annual “Beyond
the Bars” conferences, which we attended and
presented at for many years. 
 
We especially laud her work caring and advocating for incarcerated and released
women and elders through the National Council for Incarcerated & Formerly
Incarcerated Women & Girls and Release Aging People from Prison (RAPP),
respectively. 
 
Kathy’s core values of organizing advocacy and care for marginalized communities
never faltered, and were so very needed and necessary. We were fortunate to be
able to work with her for so many years, and will carry her passionate spirit in our
future campaigns, including our current work with her son, San Francisco District
Attorney Chesa Boudin, who shared this tribute to his mother, to keep families
together and connected through diversion programs, free phone calls, and increased
visiting opportunities at the county and state level. 

 

Calendar

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Virtual!
When: 6:30 P.M., April 23, 2022 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: Online on Zoom: https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting

All people and family members directly impacted by the criminal
justice system are invited to join All of Us or None at our monthly
meeting the 3rd Thursday of each month in Oakland, CA. We
discuss local and state legislation, plan community events, and
strategize how to advocate for our community in our own voices.

For more information contact Paul B.:
paulb@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036

Rally Against Santa Rita Jail
Deaths
When: 11:30 A.M., May 24, 2022
Where: Alameda County Board of Supervisors
1221 Oak St. (at 12th St)
Oakland, CA 94612
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The protest is to address two more deaths in
the Alameda County jail. This brings the
total to 58 since 2014. In response to these
unexplained deaths, the Interfaith Coalition for
Justice in Our Jails and Faith in Action East
Bay is organizing a demonstration in front of
the Board of Supervisors offices on May 24,
2022.

Join All of Us or None and all who demand real
mental health care—not cages—and an end to
all the in-custody deaths at Alameda County
jails.

For more information, contact AOUON Outreach Coordinator John Cannon at:
john@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7045

 

 

 

Donate to LSPC / All of Us or None here!

Like us on Facebook
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