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Our Experience and Passion Powers
the Heavy Lift
Message from the Executive Director

We are still buzzing with joy from the 2022 All of Us or None
National Conference we held last month in Oakland, California.
While it is always invigorating to bring AOUON chapter leaders
together to share strategies and break bread together, this year
included the additional excitement of traveling to Alcatraz—not
only visit the new National Park’s permanent exhibit “The Big
Lockup: Mass Incarceration in the United States” that we helped
design, but we were able to begin our fellowship with LSPC Board
President George Galvis of CURYJ and local indigenous elders to
acknowledge not only the land but the legacy of incarceration,

slavery, and involuntary servitude that began in this country on the slave ships,
the plantations, and the reservations and continue in our prisons to this day.

While you can see photos and videos of
the 2022 AOUON National Conference
here, what’s not readily visible are all the
work and resources that went into
making the conference the successful
confab it was. In addition to organizing
the plenary panels and two days of
workshops, we provided lodging for over
150 people, quality food for over 240,
took over a whole ferry to Alcatraz, all within about three months.

This was a heavy lift, but I knew our staff could do it—not only do they have
the organizing skills but also a wealth of experience from previous events such
as our annual Quest for Democracy Advocacy Days as well as hosting over 600
people at the first Formerly Incarcerated & Convicted Peoples & Families
Movement National Conference in Oakland in 2016.

Our community knows our experience and effectiveness, and so people start
pitching in as soon as we announced the event. Notable, the first two people
who shared significant support were Desmond Meade and Norris Henderson,
two formerly incarcerated organizers who lead the Florida Rights Restoration
Coalition (FRRC) and the Voice of the Experience (VOTE-NOLA), respectively.

I’d like to thank everyone again who
contributed support—in time, money, or
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both—for helping make the 2022 AOUON
National Conference the success that it
was. This conference gave us an
opportunity to witness first-hand how
we’re changing the dominant narrative—
over 1 million people will experience The
Big Lockup exhibit each year, as well as
to meet to make those personal
connections and inspire each other for the next steps in our campaigns to
restore our full human and civil rights.

Indeed—for some attending the AOUON National Conference, it was the first
time they had gotten on an airplane or met in-person since the beginning of the
pandemic—a testament to their trust in our organizing process and to their
belief in the importance of our work in the Movement.

All of us left the National Conference energized and ready to
engage in campaigns in our local communities, as well as at
our state and national legislatures, so watch this space and
in our AOUON Newspaper for updates on our events—
especially for the Juneteenth action for our Abolish Bondage
Collectively campaign.

We can soon end slavery and involuntary servitude in the prison-industrial
complex if we continue to work together.

 

Dorsey Awarded at Community Unity Benefit

On March 25, the Inner City Youth & Reentry Council of California (ICYRCC)
honored LSPC Executive Director Dorsey Nunn with a Community Unity
Leadership Award for Social Justice in recognition of his advocacy for the full
restoration of our civil or human rights. Based in Downtown Oakland, ICYRCC
provides holistic mental health therapy through their Creative Arts Programs to
youth and families directly impacted by the criminal justice system.

https://abolishbondagecollectively.org/
https://abolishbondagecollectively.org/
https://icyarcc.com/


Screenshot of the LSPC Policy Tracker.
CLICK HERE to see which bills we're co-sponsoring
or opposing, along with talking points & actions you
can take to help!

Also at the event, ICYRCC Founder and AOUON Oakland member Aijai Johnson
and AOUON Sacramento Senior Organizer Henry Ortiz performed their “All of Us
or None National Anthem” (above left). As Dorsey could not attend in person,
LSPC Communications Manager Troy Williams accept the award on his behalf.
Aijai later presented Dorsey with the award at the Freedom & Movement Center
in Oakland, CA (above right).
 

Policy Update

Policy Tracking is a sport! In some ways, it's similar to watching the Kentucky
Derby and hoping that your favorite horse(s) make it across the finish line! This
year, LSPC is hoping that there are 8 horses who tie for first and two horses
that are disqualified from the race all-together!

On a more serious note, please find the
link to our policy tracker HERE. You will
see the eight bills we are co-sponsoring
and the two bills we are actively
opposing. Co-sponsoring a bill means
we work closely with the legislative
author's office and a few other
advocates to ensure the bill makes it all
the way to the Governor's desk and is
signed into law. We also do everything
in our power and resources to educate
the public and the legislature about the
bill and why it will benefit our
community. Additionally, we have 2 bills
that may appear helpful (based on their
title) but, in reality, the substantive language of the bill is very harmful to our
people and will subvert the work we have fought for regarding criminal justice
reform. 
 
You will see these pieces of legislation on the tracker. We recommend you click
on the "Fact Sheet" link to get the short version of each bill. The full bill
language is also available. Please save the link, or refer to it, if you want to
know which committees the bill will be heard in as the days move forward. 
 
Lastly, if you are in the CITY of Los Angeles, we are working with advocates to
pass Fair Chance housing and Renter's Access laws.  Email us if you want to get
involved! In the meantime, feel free to write an email / snail mail saying,
"Thank You and we support this initiative," to City Council Member Mike Bonin.
This is a HUGE lift and we would love all hands on deck.

For more information about our policy work, contact LSPC Policy Manager
Joanna Billingy at: joanna@prisonerswithchildren.org
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(L-R) FUM Coordinator Ivana Gonzales,
CURYJ Policy & Human Services Manager
J Vasquez, LSPC Staff Attorney Rita
Himes.

AOUON Regional Coordinator Paul Briley was extra busy this March advocating
for our Fines & Fees work:

Paul appeared along with SF
Supervisor Hilary Ronen on this
March 21 KQED panel on how
bridge tolls disproportionally affect
people with lower incomes /
resources—especially people from
Black and Brown communities
(right).

On March 29 he spoke at the UC
Berkeley Law School about the Emerald New Deal and how people directly
impacted by the War on Drugs needs to be centered in the legalized marajuana
industry.

Paul was interviewed for this April 1 Reuter’s article on the high cost of phone
calls and commissary in prisons and jails, and how court fees can impact
families for decades.
 

All of Us or None

Family Unity Matters

LSPC co-sponsored an Easter Basket Giveaway
on April 2nd at the Baldwin Park in Los
Angeles, CA and the Family Unity Project team
was there to represent. Around 50 children of  
incarcerated parents showed up to enjoy the
event. The event was hosted by Maria Casillas
of Pride in Truth along with other sponsor
organizations. Ivana Gonzales, Family Unity
Coordinator handed out free t-shirts for the
children on “Visiting is a Right”—a policy
objective that the Coalition for Family Unity will
be pushing through the budget this year. Ivana
and Rita Himes, LSPC staff attorney, also
handed out Family Toolbox books on how to
advocate for your family to the parents. It was a great experience and so
gratifying to see the children do easter hunting and receiving their easter
baskets.
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(Left to right) Tatania Lewis,
Taqwaa Bonner, Montrell Dorsey,
and Jabar Watson

(L-R) Sean "Nutso" Cole, Robert
Bowers (School Principal),
Taqwaa Bonner

Zalika Bonner (left) and Tatiana
Lewis congratulate the students

If you’d like to be involved in the Coalition for Family Unity, check out our
website here, or contact FUM Coordinator Ivana Gonzales at
ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org

Teaching Youth in Juvenile Hall

This March, a team of AOUON organizers successfully
completed our first Self-Advocacy Curriculum taught
at Contra Costa County Juvenile Hall in Martinez, CA,
with 24 incarcerated youth receiving certificates of
completion and 1.5 credits towards their high school
diplomas.

This curriculum was facilitated by AOUON Housing
Advocate Lee ”Taqwaa” Bonner and co-facilitated by
2022 Policy Fellow Tatiana Lewis. Other core teaching
team members included Sean Cole (“Nuttso” of the
rap group Tupac and the Outlawz), Jabar Watson
(Founder and Executive Director of the B.L.O.C.C.);
and Montrell Dorsey (Project Coordinator of
Downtown Streets Team).

LSPC Executive Director and AOUON Co-founder
Dorsey Nunn, after speaking at the graduation
ceremony, remarked on the importance of formerly
incarcerated people being teachers and role models:
“I am pleased with the efforts Taqwaa made towards
teaching youth how to advocate for yourself and
speak in your own voice to end the mass
incarceration of our youth.”

Zalika Bonner, C.F.O. of Taqwaa’s Youth Diversion
(T.Y.D.), designed and passed out the certificates
with the aid of the Department of Juvenile Justice
(DJJ) and the Contra Costa County Office of
Education staff.

AOUON Inside
Have a family member inside?
Let them know they can contact us for any self-help legal



information, sign up to receive the All of Us or None
monthly newspaper, or become an AOUON Inside Member
by contacting AOUON Outreach Coordinator John Cannon at
john@prisonerswithchildren.org

Or write to:

AOUON Inside Membership
4400 Market Street
Oakland, CA 94608

National Newspaper!
The AOUON Newspaper is a print publication sent to our
members who are currently incarcerated. Digital versions of all
the issues are available on our website here!

The AOUON Newspaper, which comes out monthly, is a
platform to amplify the voices and stories of our members. If
you’re interested in sharing a personal story—be it of triumph
or hardship—please get in touch with LSPC Communications
manager Troy Williams at troy@prisonerswithchildren.org

AOUON National
Want to get involved in other communities across the country? Contact one of
the many AOUON chapters:
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https://prisonerswithchildren.org/chapters/


Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact AOUON National Organizer
Oscar Flores to start one: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048

We're Hiring: Staff Attorney
Legal Services for Prisoners with Children
(LSPC) seeks applications for a Staff
Attorney position in Oakland, CA office.
The position is full-time, regular and
exempt. We will be hiring as soon as we
have identified the right candidate.

The staff attorney will work with the
entire LSPC staff to determine legal
direction for the organization. LSPC
provides technical assistance to legal
services providers and other advocates on a wide range of topics including
family law, prisoners’ rights, and domestic violence. While we do not provide
direct legal services, we have a great deal of direct contact with people in
prison, family members, and members of communities that are deeply
impacted by the prison industry.

Click here for full job description and application process.

 

Calendar

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Virtual!
When: 6:30 P.M., April 23, 2021 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: Online on Zoom: https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting

All people and family members directly impacted by the
criminal justice system are invited to join All of Us or None at
our monthly meeting the 3rd Thursday of each month in
Oakland, CA. We discuss local and state legislation, plan
community events, and strategize how to advocate for our
community in our own voices.

For more information contact Paul B.:
paulb@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036
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Donate to LSPC / All of Us or None here!

Like us on Facebook
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