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What, to the American Prisoner, is
Juneteenth & the Fourth of July?
Message from the Executive Director

Juneteenth celebrates the arrival of the news of “Freedom!” to
African American communities in Texas in 1865—two years
after the Emancipation Declaration was signed by President
Lincoln.

One look at the currently incarcerated thousands still laboring
for pennies, however, makes you think that, 156 years later,
some didn’t get the message.

See incarcerated firefighters saving lives and homes—saving
California $100 million a year while being paid dollars a day—during the
summer and repairing dikes and other infrastructure in the winter, watch
incarcerated people being leased out to private corporations for a fraction of
minimum wage, stand on the levy at Angola and see hundreds of captive
Black and Brown bodies working the fields, then you understand how we—
the millions of formerly and currently incarcerated people and family
members—see Juneteenth not as a day of Freedom but as a day which
highlights that “the gross injustice and cruelty” of slavery and Jim Crow still
exist.

The Emancipation Proclamation and the 13th Amendment might have ended
unrestricted private slavery, but the 13th Amendment’s “exception clause”
and California’s Article 1, Section 6 codify slavery and involuntary servitude
(respectively) in foundational governing documents, effectively creating,
through a system of Jim Crow laws and convict leasing, the modern prison
industrial complex.

Indeed—has there been a family in any generation since Juneteenth, 1866,
that hasn’t had a loved one serving as a Slave of the State?

Recently I looked around our small office at each person and tallied up over
150 years of prison time served between staff members. How many hours,
days, weeks, years of work did we do for the state during our incarceration?
How much money did we save the State of California in labor costs, or how
much did we make for the private companies that exploited our “voluntary”
toil and sweat? Work that—if refused—would result in write ups, stints in
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solitary, or denial of parole.

We are still struggling with how heavy the vestiges of slavery still weigh on
us.

156 years after Juneteenth, and slavery and involuntary servitude are still
legal and on the books! And not only that, but groups (including Sheriffs
and Corrections officials) are fighting to keep prison labor possible! In 2021!

But what is surprising: in California—with its reputation as a liberal,
progressive state—no one has already stood up to strip slavery from our
state constitution. Colorado and Nebraska have already done it. Now it is
our time.

As the Executive Director of an organization led, staffed, and serving
formerly and currently incarcerated people and family members, I stand up
and say “I object!” to legalized slavery and involuntary servitude, both in
our state and in our country.

Artwork by 2021 LSPC Communications Fellow William "Tariq" Palmer.

It’s time to fundamentally recognize people as people, and to remove the
mechanism that allows for the exploitation of the labor of our loved ones.
I call on all Californians to join us and the Abolish Bondage Collective (ABC)
campaign to eradicate the vestiges of Jim Crow slavery and indentured
servitude from our legal code and our governing documents.
To learn more about this vital civil and human rights movement, please
watch the ABC campaign kickoff event, a webinar panel discussion on “Jim
Crow: From Then To Now” (May 7) with Dr. Angela Davis, Dr. Dennis Childs,
and Journalist / LSPC Communications Manager Troy Williams, moderated
by LSPC Policy Manager Joanna Billingy.

We, as formerly and currently incarcerated organizers and criminal justice
experts, have the experience and the skills to finish the legal work Lincoln
started. We have a long, successful record of restoring rights and
eliminating barriers to our community through the passage of Ban the Box
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policies, sentencing reform, and voting rights, and are already moving many
bills through legislative committees. Right now, we are working with city,
county, and state policymakers to amend Article 1, Section 6 to strip
involuntary servitude from the California Constitution.

169 years ago, a decade before
Lincoln signed the Emancipation
Proclamation, Frederick Douglass
stated, “I do not despair of this
country. There are forces in
operation, which must inevitably work
the downfall of slavery.”

Today, WE are those forces.
In the flesh.
Doing the work.

We invite you to join us and the Abolish Bondage Collectively campaign so
that the next Juneteenth will finally bring a message of real Freedom to us
all.

 

ICYMI:
Kicking Off Our "Abolish Bondage Collectively" Campaign!

Dr. Angela Davis, Dr. Dennis
Childs, and Journalist Troy
Williams talked "Jim Crow: From
Then To Now" and how to end
slavery and involuntary servitude at
the state and national level!

Did you know that the U.S. never
abolished slavery? Nationally, it's still
enshrined in the 13th Amendment. In
California, Article 1, Section 6 of the state constitution allows "involuntary
servitude" for those convicted of a criminal offense.

We launched the Abolish Bondage Collectively (ABC) coalition to campaign
to end all forms of slavery in the prison system.
Join us!

In Case You Missed It: HERE'S
THE VIDEO of the discussion on how
we can finally abolish slavery with Dr.
Angela Davis, revolutionary,
academic activist, and author of the
classic "Are Prisons Obsolete?", Dr.
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Dennis Childs, UCSD Professor and
author of "Slaves of the State: Black
Incarceration from the Chain Gang to
the Penitentiary," and Troy
Williams, formerly incarcerated
journalist & videographer, and current
LSPC Communications Manager.

Moderated by LSPC Policy Manager Joanna Billingy.

For more information, contact LSPC Policy Manager Joanna Billingy at:
policy@prisonerswithchildren.org
 

Why I Give 

LSPC would like to thank all the individuals
and organizations who contributed so much
time and resources to our 9th Annual Quest
for Democracy Advocacy Day on May
4. #DQ4D2021 brought together hundreds
of formerly incarcerated organizers, family
members, and allies to speak directly to
California State Legislators about bills that
directly affect us. We also got to network,
strengthen, and celebrate our community.
Check out the amazing artists who
performed at DQ4D 2021 here!
 
Why do you give? Visit our Facebook
page to share why you support LSPC. Click
here to make a contribution. Consider
joining our Sustaining Giving Program by
committing to give on a recurring basis. Contact Eric Norman, Director of
Development at eric@prisonerswithchildren.org with any questions.
 

 

Policy Update

It’s the end of the first legislative session before the summer recess and
SEVEN of our co-sponsored bills have passed Appropriations and will be
heard on their respective floors by June 4th!
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[UPDATES June 8, 2021]

AB 937 - Vision Act [Passed Assembly 6/3! On to Senate!]
AB 990 - Family Unity / Visiting [Passed Assembly 6/2! On to Senate!]
SB 567 - Cunningham Fix [Passed Senate 6/2! On to Assembly!]
SB 354 - Youth Placement (Passed Senate Floor 5/28 – on to the
Assembly!)
SB 731 - Sunsetting Convictions [Passed Senate 6/2! On to Assembly!]
SB 586 - Fines and Fees for Families [Passed Senate 6/2! On to Assembly!]
SB 416 - Incarcerated Student Education (Passed Senate Floor 5/28 – on to
the Assembly!)

We encourage folks to reach out to their state representatives about each of
the bills (Assemblymembers for the ABs and Senators for the SBs). Find
your Rep: http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/

For involuntary servitude, our Abolish
Bondage Collectively (ABC) campaign is
underway and we are looking for anyone
interested to sign up for working groups
here.

On the federal level, we can highlight that
we stand in solidarity with our Asian
brothers and sisters and are happy to see
the Covid-19 Hate Crime Bill pass. This bill
arose from the uptick in Asian hate crimes
during the pandemic. It requires a
designated officer or employee of the
Department of Justice to facilitate the
expedited review of COVID-19 hate crimes and reports of COVID-19 hate
crimes. It defines COVID-19 hate crime as a violent crime that is motivated
by two things: (1) the actual or perceived characteristic (e.g., race) of any
person, and (2) the actual or perceived relationship to the spread of COVID-
19 of any person because of that characteristic.

For more information about our Policy Platform, or if you want to get
involved, please contact LSPC Policy Manager Joanna Billingy at:
policy@prisonerswithchildren.org

Family Unity Matters

AB 990 was voted out of the Assembly Appropriations as the Right to Visit
for Incarcerated People Act. Most of the provision remain, however the 4
days of visits and the emergency calls when in a serious medical condition
was struck. The bill is heading to the Assembly floor next week Tuesday
(6/1). We are campaigning by making calls and videos to push legislators to
vote yes on AB 990.
[UPDATE: AB 990 PASSED the Assembly on June 2! On to the Senate!]
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We invite everyone to join the CFU members meeting every second Tuesday
of the month at 6pm to learn about the updates of AB 990 and how to
support visits and keep families connected. Sign up on our website to join
membership.

For more information about AB 990 or the Coalition on Family Unity, contact
FUM Coordinator Ivana Gonzalez at ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org
 

AOUON Community Engagement

Outreach on the Streets

AOUON continues to hit the streets to
connect with our community. While the
Freedom & Movement Center is based in
North Oakland, AOUON members spend
time in many Bay Area neighborhoods to
raise awareness of the resources we offer as
well as empower our formerly incarcerated
comrades and family members. Recently
we’ve been posting up at DD’s Discounts in
East Oakland and the El Cerrito Safeway, in
addition to our usual canvassing of the Lake
Merritt area.

Have a neighborhood you think AOUON
should show up in? Contact Ali Birts, Jr. at
willard@prisonerswithchildren.org
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AOUON National

National Newspaper!

The June issue of the AOUON Newspaper is out and on
our website here!

The AOUON Newspaper, which comes out monthly, is a
platform to amplify the voices and stories of our
members. If you’re interested in sharing a personal
story—be it of triumph or hardship—please get in touch
with the newspaper editor & LSPC Communications
Manager Troy Williams at
troy@prisonerswithchildren.org.

AOUON National

Want to get involved in other communities across the country? Contact one
of the many AOUON chapters:

Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact AOUON National Organizer
Oscar Flores to start one: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048
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First Friday
What: LSPC First Friday Policy Series: “Vanguard Webinar: A Human Rights
Disaster at San Quentin”
When: June 4 at Noon
Where: https://www.davisvanguard.org/2021/05/vanguard-
webinar-a-human-rights-disaster-at-san-quentin-june-4/

The Davis Vanguard Presents:
Proceedings have begun in Marin
County Superior Court against San
Quentin State Prison and the
California Department of Corrections
(CDCR) for what one judge has called
“the worst epidemiological disaster in
California correctional history.”

More than 300 individuals have filed
‘habeas corpus’ petitions, alleging the
prison violated 8th Amendment
protections against “cruel and unusual
punishment” when a transfer of
incarcerated people which failed to test for COVID, to San Quentin resulted
in a massive COVID-19 outbreak.

In May of 2020, CDCR decided to move 121 incarcerated people from the
California Institution for Men (CIM), in Chico, to San Quentin. At the time,
CIM had the highest COVID-19 infection rate of any prison in California.
Prior to the transfer, San Quentin did not have a single confirmed case.

In the ensuing weeks, approximately 75 percent of prisoners and staff were
infected with the virus.

Confirmed speakers:
Danica Rodarmel, SF Public Defender's Office
Professor Hadar Aviram, UC Hastings Law School
Adamu Chan, Former Incarcerated Person
Member of the Legal team, invited

FIRST FRIDAYS is a monthly educational series geared towards expanding political knowledge, advancing
advocacy skills, and enhancing professional development of the LSPC Elder Freeman Policy Fellows.
Friends, allies, and fellow activists are welcomed!

The Ronald “Elder” Freeman Policy Fellowship is a project of Legal Services for Prisoners with
Children. It is a 12-month fellowship program to designed for fellows to learn grassroots organizing,
legislative and administrative advocacy, and other strategies to run local and state campaigns with the
goal of elevating the leadership of formerly incarcerated people in criminal justice reform.

AOUON – One Community, One Mic
When: Noon every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month.
Next: June 10, 2021!
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Where: bit.ly/OCOM2021

OCOM is a space where our leadership can
form a think tank and advocate for our
collective and individual services, policy
initiatives, coalitions for change, and social
outreach. A place where we express our
strategies, successes and challenges so
each one, teach one. It is my objective to
also provide forgiveness, unity, love and
healing to all our membership and audience.
This will foster a healthy and effective
community both inside and outside. Turn up
for your Community. Tune in to share the
mic and amplify our voices. This is All of Us or None live in action!

OCOM is live every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at noon.
RSVP here: bit.ly/OCOM2021

Past episodes of OCOM 2021 are available here on the AOUON Facebook
video page.

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Digital!
When: 6:30 P.M., June 24, 2021
(3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: Online on Zoom:
https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting

All people and family members directly impacted
by the criminal justice system are invited to join
All of Us or None at our monthly meeting the 3rd
Thursday of each month in Oakland, CA. We
discuss local and state legislation, plan community
events, and strategize how to advocate for our
community in our own voices.

For more information contact Paul B.: paul@prisonersiwithchildren.org /
415.255.7036

 
 

LSPC's office will be closed until further notice.
Staff will be monitoring email and voice mail.

For general information, contact info@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036
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Donate to LSPC / All of Us or None here!

Like us on Facebook
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