
Our All of Us or None newspaper is a multi-faceted venture linking those of us who have been locked up, those who are locked up, as well as our 
families and allies in this struggle.  As we envision a monthly paper that speaks to our concerns and hears our cries, we want to ensure that the 
voices of our people inside are heard and the inside artists are recognized for their contributions to this movement. Your articles and poetry are 
important to us and your art is a valuable tool as we work together to dismantle the injustices in the Prison Industrial Complex. Please submit 
any articles, poetry and artwork to the following address: AOUON Editor, 4400 Market St., Oakland, CA 94608

All of Us or None is an organizing movement started by people who have been in prison in order to challenge the pervasive discrimination that 
formerly incarcerated people, people in prison, and our family members face. Our goal is to strengthen the voices of people most affected by mass 
incarceration and the growth of the prison industrial complex. Through our grassroots organizing, we are building a powerful political movement 
to win full restoration of our human and civil rights. 

ALL OF US OR NONE
Lady of Justice
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 Legal Advocacy

Inside This Issue

As members of All of Us or 
None, we pledge: 

• To demand the right to 
speak in our own voices 
• To treat each other with 
respect and not allow 
differences to divide us 
• To accept responsibility 
for any acts that may 
have caused harm to our 
families, our communities 
or ourselves 
• To fight all forms of 
discrimination 
• To help build the economic 
stability of formerly-
incarcerated people 
• To claim and take care of 
our own children and our 
families 
• To support community 
struggles to stop using 
prisons as the answer to 
social problems
• To play an active role in 
making our communities 
safe for everyone 

All of Us Or None 
Self-Determination 
Pledge

Submit your art and/or news articles for publication.

Nominate a formerly incarcerated person for the Coming Home  
section or submit your own story about reentry. 

Nominations and submissions may be sent to:

AOUON Newspaper Editor
c/o Legal Services for Prisoners with Children  

4400 Market Street
Oakland, CA 94608

© thewordsearch.com

Answer key on page 5

This is a press release from the Center for 
Constitutional Rights prior to a hearing on 
the Ashker case.  LSPC was co-counsel on this 
case with the help/support of our then Sr. Staff 
Attorney Carol Strickman.   We want to keep 
you informed and updated on this major effort 
to gain constitutional rights for the plaintiffs.

Contact:
Jen Nessel, Center for Constitutional Rights, 
(212) 614-6449, jnessel@ccrjustice.org

Men in California Prisons Continue Fight 
to End Unconstitutional Use of Solitary 

Confinement

October 28, 2021, Oakland, CA ‒ Men who 
spent a decade or longer in solitary confinement 
charged that the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) is 
violating a landmark settlement agreement and 
continuing to undermine their constitutional 
rights in a court hearing today. As part of the 
case Ashker v. Governor of California, the 
men’s attorneys asked a district court judge to 
extend the monitoring period of the settlement 
for a second time and to order remedies for 
continued rights violations. 

“I suffered through decades in solitary 
confinement. The trauma we endured continues 
to impact the mental, emotional, and physical 
health of all the men California tortured for 

so long, even those like me who are now out 
of prison. This court must  prevent more 
torture and also must end the abusive use 
of confidential information, because there 
is undisputed evidence showing officials 
have misused it at disciplinary proceedings, 
classification hearings, and parole hearings, 
etc.,”said Paul Redd, a plaintiff in the case who 
suffered decades of solitary confinement and 
was released from prison last year.

The 2015 settlement agreement resulted from 
a class action case that had begun as a lawsuit 
filed on their own behalf by men held for 
decades in solitary at Pelican Bay State Prison 
in Crescent City, California. The settlement 
mandated specific reforms and a two-year 
monitoring period intended to end indefinite 
solitary confinement and the use of specious 
findings of gang affiliation as a justification 
for isolating prisoners. But at the end of the 
monitoring period, Judge Claudia Wilken, 
the district court judge in the case, ordered 
an extension, finding that the CDCR was 
systemically violating due process rights and 
“effectively frustrating the purpose” of the 
settlement agreement. That decision is on 
appeal. However, today’s argument was over 
a magistrate judge’s denial of a request for a 
second extension. Last year, that judge found 
civil rights violations were not continuing, 
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Chapter Connections

Go get it and  
come back wit it
By: Chi-Chi Cannon

In the spring of 2019, a native Bakersfield 
woman, Ucedrah Osby, opened the only All of 
Us or None (AOUON) chapter in Kern County. 
Kern County is located south of the central 
valley, with minorities making up 65.4 percent 
of the county's population. It is one of the top 

ranked counties in agriculture and is home to 
27 jails and prisons. There is one jail and prison 
per 32,546 people, and one jail and prison 
per 301 square miles.  However, there are few 
resources for re-entering citizens. 
 
During her childhood, Ms. Osby’s brother 
and father had both been imprisoned. When 
she grew of age, she also spent time in prison. 
Ms. Osby was no stranger to the tough Kern 
county criminal system. “Everyone says Kern 
county is special because it has different rules 
– once Kern County gets you, that’s it.” Despite 
their economic position or where they were 
located geographically, Ms. Osby’s father had 
hope and faith in her adventurous personality, 
nicknaming her his(?) Million Dollar Baby. Her 
father’s faith in her built up her self-esteem, 
giving her the confidence that she could achieve 
whatever she wanted. This stuck with Ms. Osby, 
motivating  her to go out and get it by whatever 
means. In the quest to live up to the name, Ms. 
Osby wanted several income streams. After 
some success, she eventually found herself 
tangled in the Kern County criminal system. 

In 2004, Ms. Osby did her last “trip” to prison, 
having spent 10 years inside. She couldn’t go 
back. She didn’t have a support system. The last 
year Ms. Osby was incarcerated, she lost several 
family members including both her mother and 
her father. Kern County had little resources for 

their citizens returning home from prison. And 
to stay out of the criminal system, the hustle 
was real! While Ms. Osby sat waiting at a job 
agency, she found a flier on a vending machine 
looking to train candidates to become substance 
abuse counselors. She finished her 18 month 
program and became a certified counselor. She 
soon recognized  that her clients had a variety 
of problems and yet again no resources. 

Ms. Osby then traveled to Los Angeles to work 
with the Susan Burton project, where folks 
reentering society could find housing, legal 
services and more. While doing Justice on 
Trial, she met a group of black women who 
invited her to Oakland. Not knowing much 
about this group of women, adventurous and 
self-assured Osby hopped in her car and drove 
to Oakland. There they bonded over food and 
conversation. They joined another event for the 
formerly incarcerated and Ms. Osby recognized  
a familiar organization in attendance, All of 
Us or None. She had seen the organization 
before in Los Angeles, but this intimate setting 
allowed for natural dialogue with some of the 
organization's  young representatives. Here Ms. 
Osby learned that the organization was run by 
people who had all been incarcerated. 

Ms. Osby described how AOUON made her 
feel: “[All of Us or None is a] safe space for 

Ucedrah Osby - AOUON Bakersfield Chapter Director

Movement Maker

Continue on page 5Continue on page 7
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Troy Williams: First tell us who you are? Give 
us a little bit about you and your journey?  

Desmond Meade: I am the Executive Director 
of the Florida Rights Restoration Coalition. 
The Florida Rights Restoration Coalition is 
an organization in Florida that’s made up of 
people with previous felony convictions, as well 
as family members who have loved ones that 
have been caught up in the criminal injustice 
system in some way. When I joined, it wasn’t 
really an organization, but rather it was a project 
that was run out of the ACLU office. I officially 
incorporated the Florida Rights Restoration 
Coalition in 2011, with the founding board 
members all being members who have 
been formerly incarcerated. We have about 
20,000 members now, with about 20 chapters 
throughout the state of Florida. And our work 
centers around felon enfranchisement. 

Troy Williams: Why is it important to have 
formerly incarcerated people at the helm of this 
work?

Desmond Meade: It’s very important because 
what I learned early on was how other people 
don’t feel the pain that you feel. Like when I 
was working with a coalition of many big name 
organizations…. When we ran into a little 
rough patch, they went on to other things. And 
so your issue may not be a priority for them at 
the time. But it’s always gonna be a priority for 

you, because it’s affecting you right now. And 
so, if you are a person that wants to eliminate 
the pain of whatever you’re experiencing, the 
trauma you’re experiencing, then it’s in your 
best interest to be leading it. 

Troy Williams: Absolutely. You’ve been at this 
for a while. Talk about your successes.

Desmond Meade: Well, let me start by saying 
we laid down the proper way to help elect the 
first African American State Attorney in the 
history of Florida. That was in 2016. At the same 
time, we were working on the ballot initiative 
– Amendment 4 – to restore voting rights for 
people. And in 2018 we were actually able to 
successfully pass that. FICPFM, you are part 
of the crew, came down to Florida. We banged 
on doors. We made phone calls. We sent text 
messages. As you know, this is something that 
we engaged in for about a year. And when 
it came time for the people to vote, we had 
about 65% of the people vote yes. So we were 
able to pass Amendment 4 which restored the 
voting rights of people with previous felony 
convictions.

Troy Williams: When I think about the person 
who was incarcerated weighed against the 
person you are now; a MacArthur Fellow, one 
of Time Magazine’s 100 most influential people, 
running your own organization: What enabled 
your transformation? 

Desmond Meade: That’s a tough question. 
Because I think that the difference between 
who I am and who I was, is actually a difference 
between an addiction. I think deep down 
inside, I’ve always been a good person, but 
the drug addiction got me in a lot of trouble. I 
tried several times to overcome what we call a 
disease. I had to go to three treatment centers, 
was homeless for over 10 years, and just dealing 
with this constant cycle of relapse. Eventually, 
that vicious cycle of addiction led me to some 
railroad tracks where I wanted to kill myself 
by train. And the train didn’t come. I ended 
up crossing the tracks and checked myself into 
drug treatment again. I learned how to give 
back. I was able to get out of my head and really 
focus more on what can Desmond do to make 
the world a better place. What does Desmond 
need to improve on internally, so he can actually 
do the work and be as impactful as possible. 

Troy Williams: Tell us about your MacArthur 
Fellowship.

Desmond Meade: Man, that caught me totally 
off guard. Yo, when I found out, I was blown 
away, because you don’t apply for the fellowship. 
It’s an entirely secretive process. I remember 
riding home from the store, talking to a pastor 
friend of mine when I got the call. I felt as 
though I won the Superbowl and MVP. It’s 
mind blowing. I think, more than anything, 
I’m grateful for the opportunity to be used as 

a vessel. I think that part of what my purpose 
in my life is to be used as a vessel for other 
people who have been impacted. So they 
can see firsthand that the sky’s the limit. Just 
because you have a criminal history, that doesn’t 
mean that you’re only limited to a local area 
to operate. You could be Time Magazine’s 100 
most influential people in the world. You could 
be a MacArthur Genius fellow. 

Troy Williams: When I first met you in Florida, 
it hadn’t been too long since I came home 
myself. The way y’all operated in Florida, to pull 
people together and pull people from all over 
the country to be involved in that movement 
was definitely a deep inspiration to me. It’s one 
thing to hear about somebody doing something. 
But it’s another thing to be in the presence of 
somebody when he does it. Then it becomes a 
living example for you. So yeah, I’m definitely 
inspired by you, brother.

Desmond Meade: Man, I appreciate that.

Troy Williams: Tell us your connection to All Of 
Us Or None?

Desmond Meade: Back when our load was 
starting to get into advocacy, I was introduced 
to Dorsey Nunn. I fell in love with the brother 
from day one. He’s my day one, you know. 
It’s funny because when I used to come to 
California, I used to always stop by the office 
and see him and others and make sure that I 
purchase my usual set of All Of Us Or None 
gear. So I used to come with a half-empty 
suitcase and make sure that stuff was filled up 
with the hoodies, and hats, and the shirts and all 
that. But All Of Us Or None and Legal Services 
for Prisoners with Children stood as an example 
for me, for the entire country, on how people 
directly impacted could lead the work around 
issues that impact us and could do it in a very 
professional way as well as a very impactful way. 

Many times I toured the office when it was in 
San Fran right, and I’ve got a chance to come 
to the Oakland office a few times, but I was just 
blown away that they had a building.  I had 
never seen that stuff before. And so I was in awe 
and then to see how a lot of the brothers coming 
out were able to plug into All Of Us Or None. It 
was very inspiring. And so there’s some things 
here and there that I’ve seen from All Of Us Or 
None that have helped develop me as a leader 
and have influenced how I operate as executive 
director of the Florida Rights Restoration 
Coalition.

Troy Williams: We appreciate that. In closing, 
I want to ask if there’s something that you feel 
like you want to talk about that I didn’t ask or 
should have asked.

is a formerly incarcerated civil rights 
activist fighting to restore voting rights 
for formerly incarcerated citizens. He is 
the author of a book entitled, “Let My 
People Vote.” Time Magazine named him 
as one of the 100 most influential people 
in the world. Meade was recently awarded 
the MacArthur Fellowship (sometimes 
referred to as the MacArthur Genius 
Award), where more than 100 anonymous 
experts chosen for their combined variety 
of experience and expertise selected 
Desmond Meade to receive one of the 
most prestigious awards of our time. It is 
said that “fellowships are NOT rewards 
for past achievements…” but are intended 
to be an investment in the future, which 
in turn is an investment in our collective 
future! I sat down with Desmond Meade 
to interview him for the All Of Us Or 
None Newspaper.

Desmond           
   Meade

"I think that part of what my purpose in 
my life is to be used as a vessel for other 
people who have been impacted. So they 
can see firsthand that the sky’s the limit."

Desmond Meade: I know I’ve said this before, 
but put this thing in print that Desmond Meade 
is totally indebted to members from All Of Us 
Or None who made that trip to Orlando and 
put in that work to help liberate their brothers 
and sisters. People hit the ground and they were 
grinding. I fully appreciate my Cali brothers and 
sisters.

Troy Williams: Likewise, y’all made us feel like 
home with that good Southern hospitality. 

Desmond Meade: You were at home. 

Troy Williams: Yes sir. So what’s next for 
Desmond and the Florida Rights Restoration 
Committee?

Desmond Meade: We are steady grinding, 
brother. We’re expanding our reentry work as 
it relates to advocating so that people can have 
better jobs and housing, and even though you 
may have a criminal history, that you’re treated 
with dignity and respect. And, continue to build 
power among people who have been impacted 
by the criminal system.

Troy Williams: I appreciate you brother, and 
I’m looking forward to what comes next. 

© thewordsearch.com

RELIEF FOR 
FORMERLY 
INCARCERATED 
FIREFIGHTERS
Contra Costa County (CA) successfully 
challenged and changed the law that resulted 
in allowing certain people with criminal 
convictions to petition the court to have their 
convictions expunged.

Incarcerated conservation camp firefighters are 
among the people who are burdened with the 
injustice of not being able to secure employment 
as a result of their criminal conviction histories.

If you know someone that would benefit from 
this law, LSPC will assist you in accessing 
your county of conviction(s) public defender's 
office(s) to support you in the process to get 
your conviction(s) expunged. 
For more information please contact:

Oscar Flores
All of Us or None
National Organizer
Work (415) 625-7048
oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org
4400 Market Street
Oakland CA, 94608

Chapter Connections 
Continued from page 3
people to get involved with something they’ve 
been impacted by.” Ms. Osby told me that she 
recognized AOUON as a space where you could 
work and exist as you are. AOUON encourages 
you to talk like you, be you. After all, this was 
our story and our people. 

Ms. Osby needed to open a chapter of her own 
in Kern County, asking me if I ever heard of the 
phrase, “Go get it and come back wit it.” She 
knew this would be no easy feat. She wanted 
not only to bring the resources back, but also to 
provide a safe space for previously incarcerated 
persons like her. In March 2019 she opened 
the AOUON chapter in Kern County. Eleven 
new members met together, armed with pens 
and papers, at hotels, libraries, churches, and 
wherever they could meet. Four months later, 
the AOUON chapter in Kern County received 
funding. It was enough to get their own 
location. A couple months before the pandemic, 
Ms. Osby located an office space which needed 
renovating. Everything was down to the stubs. 
Then the pandemic hit and the novel virus 
was unsettling for all. Ms. Osby had no other 
choice but to push through. After having already 
put a deposit down on the office space, the 

renovations were in full effect, and they were 
inquiring what Ms. Osby needed the office to 
look like.  She told them that all she needed 
was four walls, but it turned into this beautiful 
brand new building. 

“The office is morphing into a hub,” Ms. Osby 
told me. “It’s so deep. I never imagined this. 
We’re able to help the whole person, and if we 
can’t do it, we know where to refer our folks.”

When people come into the office, they often 
ask for her by calling her “the lady that drives 
the grey car.” She is confident and resilient. Ms. 
Osby is known to have the resources and, if she 
doesn’t, they know she will go out, get it and 
come back wit it. 
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LSPC/AOUON hosted a HomeComing Event 
in December for our comrades released in 
2021.  We enjoyed the fellowship of people who 
have experienced the trauma and relief of being 
released after living decades inside prison walls. 

We were honored to have guests from 
the Muslim, Christian and Jewish faith 
communities. Imam Abu Qadir Al-Amin, Pastor 
Tony Grayson and Rabbi Loal Issac welcomed 
our brothers and sisters home with greetings of 
hope and success as they embark on new and 
future lives outside of prison. 

Here are a few quotes from our staff who helped 
make this event possible.

Dorsey – LSPC Executive Director
 I think that each day brings us closer to 
what we dreamed about when we decided to 
move to Oakland. I think that welcoming people 
home is an excellent idea to physically introduce 
people to the space and to us. In many instances 
people get out of prisons, especially after a long 
sentence and often they do not have families 
or friends in tact to welcome them back to the 
community. Sometimes people are not only 
relocating from prison or jail but from various 
parts of the state. WE could be the beginning of 
some people’s fresh start and hopefully someone 
that they can trust for guidance, real talk and 
the truth. A safe place to be one’s self. Too 
often people are greeted with a threat as a 
motivator as opposed to love and kindness. I 
hope we will figure out how to raise funds to 
put a little something in the pockets of people 
attending this most special and precious event. 
At the event I saw a few people that I hadn’t 
seen in decades and we were cool the last time 
that I had seen them. It was good to see them 
uncaged. It was good to be able to stand in a 
space as an example of what is possible and 
what success could look like. I knew many of 
them had seen and heard what tragedy looked 
like long before they were released. That night 
I was proud to be associated with our team and 
our values. 

Michael: LSPC Policy Coordinator/AOUON 
Organizer

Across our 25 recently released attendees 

and 11 formerly incarcerated staff members 
in attendance, there were 735 years of time 
represented in the Freedom and Movement 
Center. This number is difficult to think about. 
It speaks to unimaginable adversity and trauma. 
However, this dinner was a night of triumph, 
as we celebrated our comrades who have 
been through so much. I found the open-mic 
storytelling segment to be especially powerful. 
Hearing each individual’s perspective brought 
the 735 years to life, made it more than just a 
number. It was an honor to break bread and 
share stories with this distinguished group.
 
Hamdiya: LSPC Administrative Director

The hope is to have an annual 
event organized by the All of Us or None 
team. Former staff members London 
Croudy & Sabina Crocette organized 
a HomeComing event at the FAM center a 
couple years ago. COVID hit us and those 
staff are no longer with us, however, I truly 
believe what we do should not be contingent on 
whether we have the same individuals around 
us or not, the programs should continue for 
the good of the organization. None of us can 
do this alone. I truly appreciate all our staff 
who stepped up and believed in the good 
of this idea and event.  It was a great night 
for everyone. I envision the Friendsgiving 
Event, the Community Giveback and 
the HomeComing Celebration as our end of 
year blessings creating a space for others as well 
as a reminder to ourselves why we do what we 
do. Thank you again everyone who made the 
Friendsgiving Event, the Community Giveback 
and the HomeComing Celebration special for 
All of Us or None!

Tina: LSPC Office Manager
 The following morning I woke up 
thinking about how much time each one shared 
that they were incarcerated. It’s absolutely 
sickening. The openness and smiles were my 
favorite part.  

Ivana: Family Unity Project Coordinator- 
AOUON Project

LSPC is known for being able to execute 
successful events in short notice and I say this 
as a compliment. I felt so small among all these 

brothers and sisters with everything they had 
endured throughout the years. Holiday season 
after holiday season behind bars now being able 
to break bread in freedom with the organization 
that kept in touch with them through those 
years. My heart broke for Ameenah. I had never 
spoken to her until that day. Can’t believe the 
system would hold a senior citizen for that long. 
Amazing event that has so much potential. I 
have no doubt that it will only keep getting 
better and better!  Thank you team for your love 
and passion for the work that is demonstrated in 
every step of the way. 
 
Joanna Billingy: LSPC Policy Manager

The homecoming event opened my eyes 
to the true reality of “grassroots “ organizing. 
I’m blown away at how effective a dream can be. 
I loved the international aspect because young 
Organizers really need to see the impact of the 
efforts are not based on entitlement but on 
those who have gone before to pave the way. We 
have to keep the torch burning. 

Oscar Flores: AOUON Nat’l Organizer
It was interesting to me the range of 

experiences and perspective of our people’s 
incarceration. We heard from a man that had no 
hopes of ever getting out and found guidance 
through his peers and inspiration from his 
higher power. We also heard from people that 
CDCR left scars in their souls, but also did not 
break (confidential information causes great 
division; I would liken it to torture; the scars 
that it leaves are paranoia, hyper vigilance, 
and heartnreak that one of your own gave 
you up to them). It was a day of hearing from 
directly impacted folks and facing seemingly 
insurmountable challenges to their freedom, 
still coming home with resolve and a fighting 
spirit.

Henry Ortiz - AOUON Sr. Organizer - 
Sacramento 
 We had over 500 years in prison 
sentence amongst our people, the joy of seeing 
long time friends who did decades together 
finally get to see and hug each other as free men 
was heartfelt and priceless.

Your Brother
By:  Mr. Reginald Reeves
 A.K.A.   Double R
 Imprisoned Comrade  

You will recognize your Brother by the 
way they act and move throughout the 
World; there will be a strange force 
about them.  There will be unspoken 
answers in them.  This will be obvious 
not only to you, but to many.  The 
Confidence they have in themselves and 
in their people will be evident in their 
quiet certainty.

The way they relate to Black Women 
will be clean, complimentary, 
responsible and with honesty.  The way 
they relate to children will be strong 
and soft, full of positive direction.  The 
way they relate to Man will be that of 
questioning our position in this World, 
will be one of planning for movement 
and change, and will be one of working 
for the people will be one of gaining and 
maintaining trust within our race.

These Men at first will seem strange and 
unusual, but this will not be the case 
of long.  They will train others and the 
Discipline they display will become a 
way of life for many.  WE know that this 
is difficult, but this is the Life they have 
chosen, for themselves, for other, for 
Life.

They will be the Examples

They will be the Answers

They will be the Creators

They will be the First to give up the 
Pleasurers

They will be one to share a Black Value 
System

They will be the Workers

They will be the Scholars

They will be the Providers & Protectors

They will be the Doctors, Lawyers, 
Farmers, Fathers & World Leaders, 
and all is deeded for Development and 
Growth

You will recognize these brothers 

And 

They will never betray you. 

2021 Homecoming Celebration Mailbag
despite evidence to the contrary presented by 
prisoners, and that the case should therefore 
end.

Jules Lobel, lead counsel for the plaintiffs, 
stated, “The Ashker case began over a decade 
ago, as people in prison organized to end the 
inhumane practice of warehousing human 
beings in solitary confinement for decades 
on end. While we have succeeded in forcing 
California to transfer thousands of men into 
less restrictive units, there is so much left to do, 
and California has shown itself unwilling to 
make those necessary changes without court 
oversight.”

CDCR is still using fabricated, exaggerated, or 
inaccurately disclosed confidential information 
to return men to solitary confinement, plaintiffs 
say. Imprisoned men are pressured to provide 
information in exchange for favors and better 
treatment, and prison officials treat obviously 
false information as reliable, taking no steps 
and enacting no safeguards to ascertain the 
facts. Further, men are often isolated for alleged 
safety concerns even when an investigation 
does not conclude they have violated prison 
rules. At the same time, CDCR continues to 
impose a de facto bar on parole for men with 
alleged gang affiliation, providing parole boards 
with purported evidence of gang affiliation 
obtained through the unconstitutional process 
described above. Finally, CDCR places and 
retains certain men in a restricted unit in the 
general population without adequate procedural 
protections. All of this, prisoners and their 
advocates say, violates their right to due process. 

They will ask Judge Wilken both to extend the 
monitoring period again and to order reforms 
to guard against violations of their rights, 
including:

• Audio-recording all confidential 
interviews when prisoners implicate 
other prisoners in rule violations; 

• Establishing an independent monitor; 
• Prohibiting the transmission to the 

parole board of unreliable information 
about alleged gang affiliation; and 

• Implementing additional layers of review 
and opportunities for men in prison to 
appeal certain decisions that result in 
continued isolation. 

“We are asking the court to address ongoing 
rights violations,” said Carmen Bremer of 
Bremer Law Group, co-counsel in the case. 
“One of the top concerns for the people we 
represent is the ways the system encourages the 
use of unreliable information to further punish 
them ‒ we need safeguards, and we need an 
independent monitor to ensure all the reforms, 
new and old, are carried out.”

Ashker v. Governor of California amended a 
lawsuit filed by then-Pelican Bay prisoners Todd 
Ashker and Danny Troxell, who represented 
themselves. The class action suit charges that 
prolonged solitary confinement violates the 
Eighth Amendment’s prohibition on cruel and 
unusual punishment, and that the absence of 
meaningful review for placement violates the 
prisoners’ rights to due process. It is part of a 
larger movement sparked by hunger strikes by 
thousands of prisoners protesting conditions in 
Security Housings Units in California prisons. 

The named plaintiffs in Ashker include several 
leaders and participants from the hunger strikes.  

Co-counsel with the Center for Constitutional 
Rights are Legal Services for Prisoners with 
Children, California Prison Focus, Siegel & 
Yee, Weil Gotshal & Manges LLP, Bremer Law 
Group, Ellenberg & Hull, the Law Offices 
of Charles Carbone, and the Law Office of 
Matthew Strugar.  

For more information, visit the Center for 
Constitutional Rights’ case page: 
ccrjustice.org/home/what-we-do/our-cases/
ashker-v-brown

The Center for Constitutional Rights works with 
communities under threat to fight for justice 
and liberation through litigation, advocacy, and 
strategic communications. Since 1966, the Center 
for Constitutional Rights has taken on oppressive 
systems of power, including structural racism, 
gender oppression, economic inequity, and 
governmental overreach. Learn more at 
ccrjustice.org.

Follow the Center for Constitutional Rights on 
social media: Center for Constitutional Rights on 
Facebook, @theCCR on Twitter, and ccrjustice on 
Instagram.

###
RESULTS OF THE HEARING…..

Kellie Walters -LSPC Staff Attorney.
On Thursday, October 28, 2021, attorneys for 
the Ashker plaintiffs went up against attorneys 
for the California Department of Corrections 
and Rehabilitation (“CDCR”) in front of federal 
judge Claudia Wilken to request that she extend 
the monitoring period and institute other 
reforms. 

The litigants discussed, among other things, 
whether CDCR is making adequate inquiries 
into whether an ongoing threat against the 
RCGP prisoner continues. (The RCGP 
was created to provide a form of protective 
housing.)  Plaintiffs’ attorneys suggested that, 
when there is no new evidence of a threat 
against RCGP prisoners, rather than return 
the prisoners to general population, CDCR is 
telling the prisoners that they are being retained 
in the RCGP due to their lack of positive 
programming.

Attorneys Jules Lobel and Carmen Bremer both 
zealously argued that the CDCR was continuing 
its ongoing constitutional violations within 
the prison walls through its use of confidential 
informants. CDCR uses this unverified 
information to make determinations concerning 
the lives of these prisoners, including whether 
they violated prison rules or have any gang 
affiliation. Furthermore, CDCR does not 
provide any mechanism for a neutral third party 
to evaluate the authenticity or reliability of said 
information. To prevent these future violations, 
counsel further sought an independent monitor, 
in addition to the extension.

Concerning the confidential information, the 
court addressed the need to review unredacted 
transcripts and memorandum. The court 
ordered CDCR to deliver them to the court 
within a week. They will, however, be filed 
under seal and not accessible to the general 
public.

After hearing arguments for over two hours, 
Judge Wilken took the matter under submission 
and will issue a written opinion.

Legal Advocacy
Continued from page 3
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Slave, who is it that shall free you? 
Those in deepest darkness lying. 
Comrade, only these can see you 
Only they can hear you crying. 

Comrade, only slaves can free you. 
Everything or nothing. All of us or none. 

One alone his lot can’t better. 
Either gun or fetter. 

Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

You who hunger, who shall feed you? 
If it’s bread you would be carving,
Come to us, we too are starving. 
Come to us and let us lead you. 
Only hungry men can feed you. 

Everything or nothing. All of us or none. 
One alone his lot can’t better. 

Either gun or fetter. 
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

Beaten man, who shall avenge you?
You, on whom the blows are falling,

Hear your wounded brothers calling.
Weakness gives us strength to lend you. 

Come to us, we shall avenge you. 
Everything or nothing. All of us or none. 

One alone his lot can’t better. 
Either gun or fetter. 

Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

Who, oh wretched one, shall dare it?
He who can no longer bear it. 

Counts the blows that arm his spirit.
Taught the time by need and sorrow, 

Strikes today and not tomorrow. 
Everything or nothing. All of us or none. 

One alone his lot can’t better. 
Either gun or fetter. 

Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

Bertolt Brecht (1898–1956)

ALL OF US OR NONE

If you would like to send feedback or 
contribute to the All of Us or None 

newspaper, please contact the Editor.

AOUON
4400 Market Street
Oakland, CA 94608 

info@prisonerswithchildren.org

Chapter Contacts

o I can organize & facilitate group meeting
o I can help with membership outreach
o I can distribute materials & resources
o I can address & pass along feedback

Mail this form & any questions to:
AOUON 
4400 Market Street
Oakland, CA 94608 

Name & Number: _______________________________________________________________

Institution: ____________________________________________________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

Country of Origin: ___________________________________________________

Do you have children? YES / NO.  Do you need support with family issues? YES / NO

Earliest Parole/Release Date: _____________ County of Parole/Probation:______

All of Us or None Membership Form   |  Yes, I want to become a member of ALL OF US OR NONE!

California

Bakersfield
Ucedrah Osby: AOUONBakersfield@gmail.com

Los Angeles/Long Beach
c/o A New Way of Life Reentry

PO Box 875288, Los Angeles, CA, 90087
Phone: (323) 563-3575
Fax: (323) 563-3445

Stephanie Jeffcoat (657) 262-0670
sjeffcoat@anewwayoflife.org

Orange County
Stephanie Jeffcoat: 

stephaniejeffcoatocaouon@gmail.com
Danielle Dancer: ddancertnap@gmail.com

Riverside
1390 W. 6th St.

Corona, CA  92882
Shaun Leflore: shaun@startingover.inc
Fidel Chagolla: fidel@startingover.inc

Sacramento
PO Box 292967, Sacramento, CA 95829

Henry Ortiz: henry@prisonerswithchildren.org

San Bernardino 
c/o A Time for Change Foundation

PO Box 25040, San Bernardino, CA 92406
Phone: (909) 886-2994
Fax: (909) 886-0218

Kim Carter: kcarter@timeforchangefoundation.org

San Diego
Curtis Howard: allofusornonesandiego@gmail.com

Idaho
Mary Failing: maryfailing@my.cwi.edu

Illinois

Central Illinois
P.O. Box 3026, Peoria, IL 61612-3026 

Phone: (309) 232-8583
General Parker: centralillinoisaouon@gmail.com

Chicago
Richard Wallace: Chicago.IL.AOUON@gmail.com

Kentucky

Louisville 
Savvy Shabazz: AOUONLouisville@gmail.com

Missouri

St. Louis 
Patty Berger: AOUON.StL@gmail.com

North Carolina

Durham 
Andrea “Muffin” Hudson: 
AOUONNC@gmail.com

Eastern N.C.
Corey Purdie: AOUONENC@gmail.com

Charlotte 
Kristie Puckett Williams: 

AllOfUsOrNoneNC@gmail.com

Ohio
Greater Cincinnati 

Zaria Davis: CincyAOUON@gmail.com

Texas
San Antonio

Steve Huerta: AllOfUsOrNoneTexas@gmail.com

TRI-STATE

New York 
Ivelisse Gilestra: AOUON.NewYork@gmail.com

Northern New Jersey 
P.O. Box 9812, Newark, NJ 07104

Tia Ryans: AOUON.NJ@gmail.com

Washington
Eastern Washington 

Megan Pirie: EasternWAAOUON@gmail.com

Wisconsin
Madison

Caliph Muab-el: WIAOUON@gmail.com

Georgia
Atlanta

Waleisah Wilson
(404) 860-2837

South Jersey
Ronald Pierce (732) 608-4752

rpierce@njisj.org

South Carolina - Greenville
Angela Hurks

(864) 991-1388 (m) (854) 236-1393 (f)
stepbystephopeproject@charter.net

www.stepbystephopeproject@charter.net


