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October, 2021

We get the work done, 
because we’ve put in the work

Recently I met up with some friends 
for a social event. As soon as I walked 
up, one friend pulled out her phone 
and dialed.
“I got the Godfather here!” she said 
with a wink, and thrust her phone at 
me, indicating I should speak with 
whomever was on the line.
We stood on the sidewalk, social plans 
on pause, as the woman on the phone 
explained to me how she and her family 

members just had their application for a prison visit denied. 
All five family members, all with no felony convictions 
themselves, arbitrarily denied visiting their loved one inside.
My friend handed me the phone to help 
her because she knew LSPC is working 
on legislation and organizing a grassroots 
movement to make visiting a right for 
family members, not a privilege. Our 
Coalition for Family Unity, which we 
organized and have been leading for 
over a year, was the prime mover of AB 
990, first with then-Assemblymember 
Rob Bonta and then, when he became 
California’s Attorney General, with 
Assm. Miguel Santiago.
Phones handed to me, emails appearing 
in my inbox, and people coming up 
to me for help has become a part 
of my daily life. Not because I’m a 
“Godfather” in any sense of the classic 
films, but because LSPC and All of 
Us or None have done the work long 
enough, and effective enough, that 
people know we can and do help our 
communities. Not only are we crafting 
and pushing legislation through the 
halls of Sacramento and helping long-
timers with their 1170d resentencing, but we’re also out in 
the community, celebrating Black August with free bbq, 
bikes for kids, and voting registration, we’re getting Fair 
Chance Housing ordinances passed in local cities, and we’re 
providing during the pandemic both direct support and self-

help legal aid manuals for people currently incarcerated and 
their family members.
My ability to help people on the daily now stands in stark 
contrast to the time after I got out of San Quentin in 1981. 
Back then, all I thought I could do was help people push 
their legal paperwork through the slow, grinding gears of the 
legal “justice” system and/or CDC’s appeals process. Now I 
and my LSPC / All of Us or None comrades can help put 
the machinery in motion to change the law itself, all while 
mobilizing and empowering the very community the prison-
industrial complex is designed to smother.
I see the same sense of possibility for positive change in our 
society today: the pendulum has swung back—pushed by 

the over-incarceration of all people in 
America in general, and the high-profile 
murders of Black men and women by 
police in particular—so that what used 
to be lauded as “tough on crime” is 
now viewed, rightly, as overly harsh, 
inhumane, and counterproductive to 
creating true public safety and healthy 
communities.
Society wouldn’t see the possibility 
of positive change without all of our 
organizing, our resistance, and our 
constant engagement in Movement—
engaging both our lawmakers and, 
most importantly, our communities. In 
addition to supporting LSPC directly, I 
invite you to join our Abolish Bondage 
Collectively campaign to end the vestiges 
of slavery and involuntary servitude, to 
join an All of Us or None local chapter 
to organize our communities, and to 
advocate to the Governor to sign our 
bills (see “Policy Update” below for the 
bills you can help get the Gov. to sign!).

The real work starts and continues on the streets, with 
conversations, mutual support, and, at our events, a healthy 
plate of barbeque. We appreciate your support over this 
challenging year, and I’m excited to see how far we can move 
towards Justice together. 

Dorsey Nunn

MESSAGE FROM THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

LSPC Newsletter

AOUON connecting with our West Oakland community 
at our Black August Commemoration & Celebration in 
Lil Bobby Hutton Park on August 21, 2021.
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Policy Update:
We Need YOUR HELP to Get the Governor to Sign Our Bills

We want to thank everyone for your efforts and 
support so far on our policy priorities. We’re almost 
at the finish line for this legislative session and have 
bills that we need to get the Governor’s signature on:
SB 354 (Skinner) FREE Bill
SB 416 (Holden) Incarcerated Students Bill of Rights
SB 567 (Bradford) The Cunningham Fix
You can support these important measures as an 
individual or as a representative of your organization.

FOR INDIVIDUALS:
Go to https://govapps.gov.ca.gov/gov40mail/
Choose “Have comment” add your name and email 
and choose the name of the bill as the subject in the 
drop down menu. Then click “Continue.”
Choose “Pro” as your position and then use the 
space below to share a few sentences about who you 
are, why you support the bill, and close by asking 
Governor Newsom to sign the bill into law. You can 
look at the above templates for talking points. When 
you’re finished, click “Send message.”

FOR ORGANIZATIONS:
Use the above template Letters of Support. (Please 
click “Download” to make an editable copy of the 
template that you can use for submission).
Place the support letter on your letterhead. Fill in the 
highlighted sections with information specific to your 
organization. Feel free to edit and adapt as you like.
Make sure to sign the letter. Make sure the entire 
letter is in “Century Gothic” font.
Attach the letter and submit via email to leg.unit@
gov.ca.gov cc: policy@prisonerswithchildren.org

Again, we appreciate your support so far, and please 
reach out if you have any questions. Let’s get these 
bills across the finish line!

Although AB 990 (Santiago) was successful through both 
houses of the California Legislature, Governor Newsom 
vetoed the bill on Oct. 6.
The Coalition for Family Unity will be regrouping the second 
week of October to go over the bill language and work on 
making the bill stronger and be able to reintroduce next year.
For more information about AB 990 or the Coalition on 
Family Unity, contact Family Unity Matters Coordinator 
Ivana Gonzales at ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org

FAMILY UNITY MATTERS

AB 990 passed the Senate floor vote 29-10 in September, but was vetoed by Gov. 
Newsom on Oct. 6. The LSPC-led Coalition for Family Unity will rework the language 
and try again in the 2022 legislative cycle.

Governor Gavin Newsom has signed AB 177, a bill that will 
abolish and eliminate debt from 17 fees charged to people in 
the criminal legal system. The bill will lift an estimated $534 
million in debt off of justice-involved Californians.
AB 177 was propelled by Debt Free Justice California, a 
coalition of over 50 organizations focused on putting a stop 
to the unfair ways the criminal legal system drains wealth 
from communities of color and people with low incomes. 
LSPC / All of Us or None is proud to be a member of DFJC, 
which has worked dilligently and effectively to eliminate fines 
and fees that impact our communities the most.
For more information about LSPC’s Fines & Fees work, 
contact AOUON Regional Coordinator Paul B.: paul@
prisonerswithchildren.org

FINES & FEES



Page 3

Applications for the 2022 Elder Freeman Policy 
Fellowship are now open! Read here about the 
fellows now and prepare for your submission. LSPC 
Policy Fellows are not passive observers—our 
Fellows take active leads in legislative campaigns, 
communicating directly with legislators at the local 
and state levels, testifying at hearings, and planning 
rallies and events. Want to learn what it takes to be 
an effective organizer and policy advocate? Apply 
now to be a 2022 Policy Fellow!
We are accepting applications for the 2022 
Elder Freeman Policy Fellowship through Friday, 
November 19, 2021. For more information, 
contact LSPC Policy Manager Joanna Billingy: 
policy@prisonerswithchildren.org

Abolish Bondage Collectively (ABC), our 
campaign to eliminate the last vestages of slavery 
and involuntary servitude in the prison-industrial 
complex, continues to grow.
On Sept. 30, 2021 Policy Fellows Jesse Burleson 
and John Cannon spoke at the Oakland City Council 
Rules & Legislation Committee hearing in favor of 
a resolution to support Assembly Constitutional 
Amendment 3 (Kamlanger). The resolution, 
introduced by District 3 Councilmember Carroll Fife 
(below), passed unanimously in the committee, and 
will come before the full City Council in October.

2022 ELDER FREEMAN POLICY FELLOWSHIP

2021 Policy Fellows (clockwise from bottom left) Alex Dias, Jeronimo Aguilar, Shani 
Shay, John Cannon, and Jesse Burleson discuss their legislative campaigns on 
AOUON’s biweekly One Community, One Mic show with host Tariq “Soul Brother 
#9” Palmer (bottom right).

2021 Policy Fellow Jeronimo Aguilar speaks at a rally calling on State Senator Bill 
Dodd to pass LSPC co-sponsored legislation, including AB 990 Family Prison Visits 
and AB 937 the VISION Act.

ABOLISH BONDAGE COLLECTIVELY

ACA 3 is currently still working its way through the 
Legislature, and we will continue to support and 
advocate for it. As a constitutional amendment, 
ACA 3 will have to pass out of both houses, be 
placed on a state-wide ballot, and then earn a 
majority vote.
Want to learn more and/or get involved in the 
Abolish Bondage Collectively campaign? Check 
out our ABC website here: 
www.abolishbondagecollectively.org

ABC Logo by Emma Li • IG: @tiger_stepmom/



Photos from the 2020 Community Giveback.
Top: Kids receive bikes while incarcerated parents receive a 
photo of their kids.
Bottom: LSPC staff, AOUON members, & volunteers celebrate 
after giving out hundreds of bikes and toys.
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ALL OF US OR NONE
COmmunity Giveback

Our 22nd Annual Community Giveback is coming 
up December 10-11, 2021!
All of Us or None members understand how hard 
the holidays are for families with incarcerated loved 
ones. That’s why we organize this annual event each 
December to give bikes and other gifts to children 
with parents in jails and prisons throughout California, 
on behalf of their incarcerated parent.
The event reminds children that they have a whole 
community of people who care about them, and also 
supports former prisoners in their efforts to positively 
impact their communities. It is dedicated to the 
memory of Robert Moody, a formerly incarcerated 
activist who helped initiate the project.
The annual Community Giveback is supported 
100% by donations and volunteer time, and we take 
donations year-round to cover expenses. Allies and 
supporters can also help by sponsoring the purchase 
of a bicycle.
For more information, please contact Tina Nunn at 
tina@prisonerswithchildren.org.

REENTRY TRAINING
All of Us or None will launch a Reentry Training program in January 2022.
Open to community members recently released from incarceration, topics will include:

• Resume building
• Mock Interviews
• Job Search
• Reentry roadmap
• Housing Services
• Food and Nutrition
• Financial Planning and rebuilding credit
• Surviving Parole
• Renaissance Entrepreneurship
• Self-Care toolkit

We will also be doing a round of community organizing and computer training before the 
year ends. For more information contact AOUON National Organizer Oscar Flores:  
4400 Market St., Oakland, CA 94608 / oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org



2021 Policy Fellow John Cannon (center) shares his reentry 
experience at the Restorative Justice Reentry Conference in 
San Francisco, CA.
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On Friday, September 17, Policy Fellow John 
Cannon participated on a panel at the Restorative 
Justice Reentry Conference in San Francisco. 
LSPC Policy Coordinator Michael Getzler and 
AOUON Regional Coordinator Paul B. also tabled 
at this event, sharing LSPC / AOUON resources.
Michael said, “It was exciting to attend a safe in-
person conference after so many months of Zoom 
events. We connected with a number of re-entry 
service providers and formerly incarcerated people 
in San Francisco.”

SF REENTRY CONFERENCE
On Saturday, Sept. 25, AOUON Organizer Sandra 
Johnson and LSPC Policy Coordinator Micheal 
Getzler tabled at the Root & Rebound resource fair at 
Snow Park next to Lake Merritt in Oakland, CA. along 
with many of the other community organizations.
In addition to sharing information about our policy 
work, AOUON membership meeting, and other 
resources we provide, we were also able to continue 
administering our survey on COVID-19 vaccine 
acceptance / reluctance in our communities.
Having a resource fair with tabling opportunities? 
Contact AOUON Regional Coordinator Paul B.: 
paul@prisonerswithchildren.org

ALL OF US OR NONE
Community Engagement

LAKE MERRITT RESOURCE FAIR

Tabling at Lake Merritt, Oakland, CA:
LSPC Policy Coordinator Michael Getzler (left) and 

AOUON Inside Membership Coordinator Sandra Johnson www.allofusornone.org
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ALL OF US OR NONE
Community Engagement
Sacramento AOUON coordinated with collaborative 
partners to do outreach on the Sacramento 
Redistricting, as well as being effective in advocating 
to end over 60 fines and fees. We also supported 
“Lederes Campesinas” who did a press conference to 
advocate for equality and fair wages for our women 
migrant workers.
We are still doing inside organizing out-reach to run 
our “Arts for Justice” (a prison Art fundraiser) a 
campaign to advocate for policies to end slave labor 
and explore fair wages for those incarcerated, End 
ICE transfers (The Vision Act), and “Visiting as a 
Right” within CDCR. To join the fight and participate 
as an artist, or to become an All Us or None member 
(inside of prison or out!) write us at:
“All of Us or None” Sacramento Chapter”
2151 Florin Rd., Suite #119, Sacramento, CA 95822

Want to get involved with AOUON Sacramento? 
Contact AOUON Organizer Henry Ortiz at: 
henry@prisonerswithchildren.org / 209.762.0850

AOUON SACRAMENTO

AOUON Sacramento Organizers Henry Ortiz (top right) and 
Jeronimo Aguilar (top right) speak during a panel discussion 
on involuntary servitude in CA prisons.

All of Us or None is on Instagram 
(left), Facebook (center), and 
Twitter (right)! Follow along 
and join the community!
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National
The AOUON Newspaper is a print publication sent 
to our members who are currently incarcerated. 
Digital versions of all the issues are available on our 
website at: www.prisonerswithchildren.org/aouon-
newspaper/

The AOUON Newspaper, which comes out 
monthly, is a platform to amplify the voices and 
stories of our members. If you’re interested in 
sharing a personal story—be it of triumph or 
hardship—or any type of artwork, please send us 
your work at: AOUONews, 4400 Market Street, 
Oakland, CA 94608

AOUON NATIONAL NEWSPAPER

Want to get involved in other communities across the country? 
Contact one of the many AOUON chapters:

AOUON NATIONAL CHAPTERS

Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact 
AOUON National Organizer Oscar Flores to start one: 
oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048

www.allofusornone.org



Calendar:
UPcoming events and Opportunities

OCOM is a space where our leadership can form a think tank and advocate for 
our collective and individual services, policy initiatives, coalitions for change, 
and social outreach. A place where we express our strategies, successes and 
challenges so each one, teach one. It is my objective to also provide forgiveness, 
unity, love and healing to all our membership and audience. This will foster a 
healthy and effective community both inside and outside. Turn up for your 
Community. Tune in to share the mic and amplify our voices. This is All of Us 
or None live in action!

Past episodes of OCOM 2021 are available on the AOUON Facebook page: www.facebook.com/AOUON/videos

AOUON – One Community, One Mic
When: Noon every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month. 
 Next: Oct. 14, 2021!
Where: bit.ly/OCOM2021RSVP

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Digital & In-Person!
When: 6:30 P.M., October 21, 2021 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: IN-PERSON at the Freedom & Movement Center: 4400 Market St., Oakland, CA 94608
 ONLINE on Zoom: https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting

All people and family members directly impacted by the criminal justice system are invited 
to join All of Us or None at our monthly meeting the 3rd Thursday of each month in 
Oakland, CA. We discuss local and state legislation, plan community events, and strategize 
how to advocate for our community in our own voices.
For more information contact Paul B.: paulb@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036

LSPC Clean Slate / Expungement Clinics:
LSPC is co-sponsoring an expungement clinic and other legal services, including eviction defense and public benefits 
assistance, with East Bay Community Law Center. The tentative date is October 30 or November 6, 2021, and will 
be held in Berkeley. There will also be an opportunity to receive a Covid-19 vaccine along with these legal services.
If you are interested in these services, please contact Sandra Johnson: sandra@prisonerswithchildren.org

LEGAL SERVICES FOR PRISONERS WITH CHILDREN
LSPC organizes communities impacted by the criminal justice system and advocates to release incarcerated people, to restore 
human and civil rights, and to reunify families and communities. We build public awareness of structural racism in policing, the 
courts, and the prison system, and we advance racial and gender justice in all our work.

LSPC is a 501(c)3 non-profit organization and a designated California State Bar legal support center for Qualified Legal Service 
Providers. We do not provide direct services or take on individual legal cases. However, we are able to provide informational 
manuals and referrals to other legal services.

www.prisonerswithchildren.org  •  415.255.7036.  •  4400 Market Street, Oakland, CA 94608


