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Elections are Coming, and Your
Voice Matters!
Message from the Executive Director

If you are a California citizen who has a felony conviction,
and you are out of prison, YOU CAN VOTE. 

Still on parole?
On mandatory supervision?
YOU CAN VOTE! 

There are two elections coming up quick—the California
gubernatorial recall election on September 14, and the
general election on November 2, so there’s no time like

RIGHT NOW to register to vote and make your voice heard. 

This is exactly why we co-
sponsored and helped pass
Prop 17 last year—so that people
who had been silenced by prison
could speak up and have a voice in
their communities. For over 15
years, LSPC and All of Us or None
has chipped away at the confusing
mess and mass of voting
restrictions in California until, with
the passage of Prop 17 in 2020,
we’ve gotten to the point where it’s
simple: can’t vote while in prison,
but you can as soon as you get out.

And we’re working on restoring voting rights to everyone inside, too, just
like in Maine, Vermont, Washington D.C., and many countries across the
world.

We won’t tell you how to vote, but we will pose some questions, based on
our 40-year experience as formerly incarcerated and convicted legislative
advocates and community organizers, that we hope you consider: 

How does the recall impact our community? 
What are candidates promising to do? Promising to take away? 
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LSPC Ex. Dir. Dorsey Nunn (right)
with a recently returned elder, who
did decades of time incarcerated,
in the Freedom & Movement
Center in Oakland, CA in August,

Who is “Tough on Crime” and wants to increase police, sentences,
and punishments, erasing decades of our work? 
Who’s putting money into which candidate?
Which candidates are the police unions supporting, and why?
Who wants to invest the housing, employment, and educational
support we need to build healthy communities? 

We have fought hard so that all of
our community members who are
eligible and out of prison can vote.
And our comrades still inside can
help by both talking to family
members outside about the
importance of their vote, as well as
write directly to governor yourself.

We’re not felons, convicts, CDCR
numbers, or any other
dehumanizing label. 
We’re human beings, we’re active members of our communities, and we
need to speak up. 
Please register to vote, either online or in person, and please vote on
September 14, on November 2, and every election after. 
 
Your voice matters. 
Our voices matter. 
Please vote. 
 

 

Some Thoughts on Returning Elders: 
 
Recently a few comrades have returned from
decades of incarceration. After spending the
prime of their lives—and more—in prison, they
came out with few resources and little
support. Sometimes they’ve been in so long
that almost everyone in their family, or even
everyone they know have already passed. 

In California, no matter how much time they
did, they come out of prison with $200 of gate
money. Or $170 if they need to wear the grey
sweatshirt and pants.  

$200—with which to find a place to live, get
clothes and food, to get them on their feet, in
California, in 2021. 

$200—the same amount I received when I
exited from San Quentin many decades ago.



2021.

While we can crowdsource and gofundme and
chip in for each comrade elder coming out, it’s not enough. And it strains
the communities that usually have more love than money to give. We
need to create a program with serious resources.

I’m committed to building a program that will be able to help long after
I’m gone. Are you in? 

—Dorsey Nunn
 

 

Black August Community BBQ 
 
On Saturday, August 21 – the 50th anniversary
of the assassination of George Jackson – LSPC
and All of Us or None held a community
barbeque at Lil' Bobby Hutton Park in West
Oakland to commemorate and celebrate Black
August and our campaign to end modern slavery
and involuntary servitude. 

Many local social justice and community
advocacy organizations offered services and
information. Dr. Noha Aboelata, of the Roots
Clinic in East Oakland, joined us to discuss
COVID vaccine hesitancy in the Black community
and answered audience questions about COVID,
the vaccination, and community health. Kids won free bicycles and
helmets, and people registered to vote. All the while, live music was filled
the air and bbq off our grill filled people’s stomachs. 
 



We commemorated the 50th anniversary of the death of George Jackson
on August 21, 1971, and the Attica Uprising that followed a few weeks
later, as well as the 55th anniversary of the founding of the Black Panther
Party in Oakland, California. 
 
In the spring of 1978, 13 years after the death of Malcolm X, incarcerated
brothers in the San Quentin Adjustment Center convened a general
meeting to identify the need to preserve and maintain the history of
incarcerated people's struggle, including honoring and recognizing people
who had made the supreme sacrifices for movement. 1979 was the birth
of what we now commemorate as BLACK AUGUST. 
 

LSPC Policy Coordinator Michael Getzler: “I loved seeing the community
come out on Saturday to enjoy food, music, and conversation. It was
great to be part of such a positive, family-friendly event with the support
of our partner organizations.” 
 
For more photos of the event, see the gallery on the LSPC Facebook page

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?vanity=LegalServicesPrisonersChildren&set=a.4895527520474938


here. 
 

 

Policy Update 
 
Seven of LSPC’s co-sponsored bills have passed out of their respective
house Appropriations Committees and are headed to the Assembly and
Senate floors for a final vote! 
 
LSPC’s co-sponsored bills currently in play: 

AB 937: The Voiding Inequality and Seeking Inclusion for Our
Immigrant Neighbors (VISION) Act would protect refugee and
immigrant community members who have been deemed eligible for
release from being funneled by local jails and our state prison
system to immigration detention. 
AB 990: This bill would establish a right for non-incarcerated people
to visit their incarcerated loved ones. 
SB 354: This bill will address needless impediments to appropriate
relative and foster care placements due to criminal records. 
SB 567: The Cunningham Fix would require the court, if a statute
specifies three possible terms, to only impose the upper/maximum
term if sufficient aggravating facts are first considered by a jury. 
SB 586: would eliminate over 60 fees that can still legally be
charged to Californians moving through the criminal justice system. 
SB 416: would require the California Department of Corrections
(CDCR) to work with regionally accredited, non-profit institutions of
postsecondary higher education and prioritize college programming. 
SB 731: This bill would implement a comprehensive system to seal
criminal and arrest records.

Next Steps:
Our Assembly Bills go to the Senate Floor for a vote. We need 21 YES
votes to pass the Senate and then it's on to the Governor's Desk to be
signed into law.
 
Senate Bills are going to the Assembly Floor for a vote. We need 41 YES
votes to pass the Assembly and then it's on to the Governors Desk to be
signed into law.

TODAY THROUGH FRIDAY: Please call your Assemblymember and
Senator (http://findyourrep.legislature.ca.gov/) and ask them to support
the above bills!
 

ACA 3: The California Constitution prohibits involuntary servitude
except as punishment to a crime. This measure would remove that
exception. See the L.A. Times piece on Dorsey, ACA 3, and
abolishing involuntary servitude here. 
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ACA 3 will go to an Assembly Floor Vote. If passed, it still has to pass
through all the committees of the Senate and have a Senate Floor Vote
before the Sept. 10 deadline. Sign up for our Abolish Bondage
Collectively (ABC) campaign to receive updates and action items! 
 
Protecting People in California's Jails 
California is revising the Title 15/24 Facility Regulations for jails, which
include everything from solitary confinement and pepper spray to food
and family visitation. These are the minimum regulations to which jails
are held accountable, and we are advocating to change them! We helped
gather and analyze survey findings that were presented on August 31 to
the BSCC, which is responsible for setting minimum jail regulations. Here
is a link to our letter on the BSCC site: https://www.bscc.ca.gov/wp-
content/uploads/CJCJ-Letter-Sent-8.28.2021_Proposed-Title-15-
Regulations-for-ESC.pdf 
 
Impacts of Long-Term Sentencing 
We have put together a community survey to gain more insight into the
experience and impacts of long prison sentences. Through the survey, we
hope to dive deeper into the pervasive narrative around violence and
incarceration. If you have served more than 5 years in prison (or a loved
one has), we would deeply value any information you can provide. Please
complete by September 20. 
 
Elder Freeman Policy Fellowship 
We have amazing staff waiting to train the next Elder Freeman Policy
Fellows. Read about the fellows now and prepare for your submission. We
accept applications for the Elder Freeman Policy Fellowship from
September through November every year. 
 

Family Unity Matters 
 
AB 990 Goes to the Floor! 
 
On Thursday, September 2, AB 990
(Santiago) passed the Senate Floor Vote
with a 29-10 tally (21 needed to pass)!

The bill will return for an Assembly
concurrence vote this week, and then
AB990 will be off to the Governor's
desk. We'll need YOUR help to get Gov.
Newsom to sign AB 990 into law, so
please follow the Coalition on Family
Unity on social media and sign up here
to receive updates and action alerts!

AB 990 would restore incarcerated
people's right to receive personal visits
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in state prisons, a right that was part of
California law from 1975 to the mid-
1990s. (This right will also apply to
people serving felony sentences in
county jails under realignment, except
that video-only counties will be
permitted to continue as video-only.)

Further, AB 990 will allow for meaningful enforcement of this right and all
other rights of incarcerated people under state law by restoring the
former legal standard in Penal Code sections 2600-2601: providing those
rights may be infringed only as "necessary and narrowly tailored to
legitimate security interests." Currently, these statutes allow rights to be
deprived if "reasonably related to legitimate penological interests," a
standard that is highly deferential to prison officials.

AB 990 will also strike down four existing barriers to visiting in California
prisons:

First, it will stop CDCR from denying visits as discipline for a rule
violation unless the violation occurred during visiting with the
affected visitor. 
Second, it will stop CDCR from denying visits because information
about an applicant's law enforcement history is mistaken or left off
of a visiting application, which CDCR characterizes as fabrication.
Instead, CDCR will simply consult the applicant's criminal
background report (which CDCR consults anyway) to determine if
the applicant is eligible to visit.   
Third, AB 990 will stop CDCR from denying visits because of
prospective visitors' history of law enforcement contacts
(convictions, parole/probation status, certain arrests) unless the
offense was a serious violation of visiting rules, in which case visits
may be denied for one year from commission of the offense. 
Fourth, it will stop CDCR from denying visits based on the
incarcerated person's history of law enforcement contacts except for
an existing statutory restriction on visits following conviction of
certain sexual offenses against a minor (Penal Code 1202.05). 

Finally, AB 990 will require CDCR to provide a specific reason for any
denial of visiting. 
 
To learn more about AB 990, go to bit.ly/AboutAB990.
To learn how to help get AB 990 passed, go to bit.ly/PassAB990. 
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To get involved in helping us pass this bill, please join the CFU
at bit.ly/JoinCFU 
Our next meeting is Wednesday Sept 8th, 6pm. Register
here:  https://bit.ly/CFUSep8 
 
For more information about AB 990 or the Coalition on Family Unity,
contact Family Unity Coordinator Ivana Gonzales at
ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org.
 
 
Coalition on Family Unity Live Chats 
 
To support AB 990, our bill Restoring the Right
to Visit for Incarcerated Individuals, the
Coalition for Family Unity has held a series of
Live Chats, a space for supports to share the
importance of expanding visiting to keep
families connected. Live Chats are live
streamed on CFU's social media accounts and
the accounts of other CFU members or
supporters. They are sponsored by different
CFU members and allies, and focus on different
aspects of the bill. You can watch old Live Chats
by going to the CFU Facebook page and looking
up our videos. 
 
So far, our Live Chats have included: Pride in Truth, Legal Services for
Prisoners with Children and Underground Scholars, CURYJ (Communities
United to Restore Youth Justice), California Families Rise and SF Board of
Supervisors President Shamann Walton, and the AntiRecidivism Coalition
and Young Women's Freedom Center.
 
Stay tuned for future Live Chats about AB 990: follow CFU's Facebook
page (@CoalitionForFamilyUnity) and join CFU as an individual
member: bit.ly/JoinCFU 
 
Organizations who want to join CFU should email Ivana Gonzales
at ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org. 
 
 

 

AOUON Community Engagement 
  
AOUON Sacramento 
 
Forum on Fines & Fees for our Unhoused Neighbors 
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When: 10 A.M., Saturday, September 18
Where: 1107 9th St., Sacramento, CA 95814 (in-person)
RSVP / online forum: www.cityofsacramento.org/fines-fees

 
Want to get involved with AOUON Sacramento? Contact Henry 24/7
at: henry@prisonerswithchildren.org / 209.762.0850.

  
AOUON National
 
National Newspaper!
 
The August issue of the AOUON Newspaper is out and
on our website here, along with digital editions of all
our issues!
Check back for the August issue, dropping soon!

The AOUON Newspaper, which comes out monthly, is a
platform to amplify the voices and stories of our
members. If you’re interested in sharing a personal
story—be it of triumph or hardship—please get in touch
with the newspaper editor Troy Williams at
troy@prisonerswithchildren.org
 
 
AOUON National Chapters
 
Want to get involved in other communities across the country? Contact
one of the many AOUON chapters:
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Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact AOUON National
Organizer Oscar Flores to start one: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org /
415.625.7048
 
 

 
Calendar
 

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Digital!
When: 6:30 P.M., September 16, 2021
(3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: Online on Zoom:
https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting

All people and family members directly impacted
by the criminal justice system are invited to join
All of Us or None at our monthly meeting the 3rd
Thursday of each month in Oakland, CA. We
discuss local and state legislation, plan
community events, and strategize how to
advocate for our community in our own voices.

For more information contact Paul B.: paul@prisonersiwithchildren.org /
415.255.7036
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Donate to LSPC / All of Us or None here!

Like us on Facebook
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