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LSPC Newsletter, August 2021

Celebrating Black August:
Keeping 50 years of Movement
Alive in the Community
Message from the Executive Director
On Saturday, August 21, we hope you’ll all join us at the
Community BBQ for our Oakland Rejects Slavery campaign at
Lil’ Bobby Hutton Park.
Every aspect of this event is connected to Black August and
the rich history of Movement that stretches over the past 50
years, and that LSPC / All of Us or None is proud to continue.
This year marks the 55th anniversary of the founding of the
Black Panther Party in Oakland, California. We are honored to
continue the rich legacy of serving and feeding our own by hosting the free
Community BBQ at Lil’ Bobby Hutton Park, named after the teenage Panther
who was murdered by Oakland police on April 6, 1968.
Dorsey Nunn

August 21 will mark the 50th anniversary of the
assassination of George Jackson inside San
Quentin State Prison. The author of Soledad
Brother and co-founder of the Black Guerrilla
Family, Jackson was adamant about upholding the
humanity of people in prison, and his inside
organizing inspired and influenced many, including
the Black Panthers.
The morning after Comrade Jackson’s murder in
California, over 800 incarcerated people staged a
silent show of solidarity in a prison in upstate New
York. The all-white corrections staff retaliated with
brutal acts of violence and withholding food. Less
than a month later, Attica erupted in the Uprising
that forced the inhumane treatment and
deplorable conditions of prisons onto the national stage. After the initial
takeover, incarcerated organizer L.D. Barkley issued a statement that
echoes both the writing of Jackson and the future foundation of All of Us or
None: “We are men,” Barkley said. “We are not beasts, and we do

not intend to be beaten or driven as such.”

We continue the work to end the modern-day slavery that’s still practiced in
prisons today, legally embedded in our governing documents at both the
state and federal levels. Our Community BBQ—open to everyone—is hosted
by Oakland Rejects Slavery, part of our Abolish Bondage Collectively
campaign to remove the vestiges of slavery and involuntary servitude from
both Article 1, Section 6 of the California Constitution as well as in the
“Exception Clause” in the 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.
We have made so much progress in
the past 50 years. Through the 1970’s
incarcerated women were invisible or
dehumanized to the point where
prisons programmatically sterilized
them or forced them to give birth
shackled to beds and stirrups. Millions
of people were stripped of the right to
vote and denied jobs and housing due
to their conviction histories. Since
Ellen Barry founded LSPC in 1978 to
specifically support incarcerated
women, LSPC and our organizing
project All of Us or None (founded
2003) have worked to end the
shackling of pregnant women in
prisons, restore voting rights for all
Californians outside of prisons, and to
remove “The Box” from applications
for employment, housing, and
education.
With the purchase of the Freedom & Movement Center in 2017, we put real
roots back in North Oakland and created the infrastructure to serve our

community for decades to come. We are proud to continue the legacy of
organizing our people and of feeding our community for free. We advance
the idea that if Black Lives Matter, then we should demand that our people
stop shooting up parks, churches, and community events such as
Juneteenth. Let us come together to build together—build on a rich legacy
already laid down by our inspiring predecessors.
We hope that you join us on Saturday, August 21 in Lil’ Bobby Hutton Park
to celebrate our humanity in our community.

Oakland Rejects Slavery (ORS) Celebrates Black August
When: 12 Noon - 4 P.M., Saturday, August 21, 2021
Where: Lil' Bobby Hutton Park, 16th St. & Adeline St., Oakland, CA
Info / RSVP / Tabling: bit.ly/ORSBlackAugust21-2021
Join LSPC, All of Us or None, and
many other local organizations at Lil'
Bobby Hutton Park in West Oakland
for a Community BBQ in support of
our Oakland Rejects Slavery / Abolish
Bondage Collectively campaign!
This is an event aimed to remind our
community that we are still one

family! It's an opportunity to
remember that our diverse
community fights to free ourselves of
the vestiges of slavery. Some of the
most reprehensible acts in modern
history were conducted during the
month of August. We want to
commemorate those who have lost
their lives in the process of fighting
for the full restoration of human and
civil rights of all oppressed people.
We commemorate the 50th
anniversary of the death of George Jackson and the Attica Uprising that
followed. We will address current events impacting our community such as
stripping away the vestiges of slavery in our state and federal constitutions,
the vaccine hesitancy in our communities, and for Oakland to reject the
narrative and practice of the violence we have perpetrated against
ourselves.

CLICK HERE TO RSVP / SIGN UP FOR UPDATES /
TABLE AT THE EVENT!!

Speaking of the Legacy of the Black Panthers...

ICYMI:
"Community Organizing & the Black Panther Party"
Our August First Friday Policy
Education seminar featured Billy X,
who shared with LSPC Comms
Manager Troy Williams his
involvement in BPP in Oakland
starting out of high school in 1968.
Billy X discussed the training program
he went through after joining the
Panthers as well as explaining in
depth how service programs such as
the Community Free Breakfast

program worked.
You can watch the recorded
discussion on our LSPC Facebook
page here.
Next First Friday is September 3, 2021—keep an eye out for the RSVP!

Policy Update
While the CA Legislature is currently in summer recess, that doesn’t mean
we’ve stopped advocating for our community! Much work being done behind
the scenes!
Just before the recess began, many on our Policy and Communications
teams travelled to the Capitol for several important hearings. 2021 Elder
Freeman Policy Fellow Jeronimo Aguilar provides an excellent play-by-play
account of the day:
On Tuesday July 13th, myself and the other
fellows, along with the LSPC Policy and
Communications managers, were able to attend
two public safety hearings at the California State
Capitol. The first began at 9:00 AM where one of
our Senate bill priorities was being heard- SB
586 "Fines and Fees" authored by Senator
Bradford, a bill which would make the unpaid
balance of most court-imposed costs
unenforceable and uncollectible along with
requiring any portion of a judgement imposing
those costs to be vacated. With the support of
our "me too's" the bill successfully passed
through Assembly Public Safety with a 6-1 vote,
and is on to be heard in Assembly
Appropriations.

2021 Elder Freeman Policy Fellow
Another bill we strongly support, and also
Jeronimo Aguilar
authored by Senator Bradford, SB 2-The Police
Decertification bill was also heard, which would
eliminate certain immunity provisions for peace officers and would increase
accountability for law enforcement officers that commit serious misconduct
and illegally violate a person’s civil rights. This bill passed with a 6-2 vote
and is on to Assembly Appropriations as well.

As we waited for the 1:30 Senate Public Safety hearing, Senator Bradford
came out and mingled with us as we had some powerful discussions about
the issues that affect us as formerly incarcerated people and our
communities. After grabbing lunch as a team, we came back to the Capitol
for the 1:30 hearing which would keep us busy until about 7:00 PM that
evening. Two of our policy priorities were heard, AB 937 The Vision Act and
AB 990 The Family Unity Bill. Our support was noticed by the committee
members and we were by far the most mobilized group there in person.
After providing "me too's" for both bills, AB 937, which would put an end to
the inhumane transferring of incarcerated people to federal ICE custody
passed through Senate Public Safety with a 6-1 vote after some powerful
advocacy by author Wendy Carrillo who works closely with our Vision Act
and ICE out of CA coalitions.
Last but not least, AB 990 was the final bill
on the docket, AB 990 which would expand
visiting rights for incarcerated people and
their families also successfully passed
through the committee with much support
from AOUON and LSPC.
I left the Capitol grounds with our team
feeling very proud of our work and our
2021 Policy Fellows Kevin McCarthy (left)
organization. It is truly an honor to be an
and Jesse Burleson testify in favor of AB
important part of the meaningful policy
990 at a hearing at the CA Capitol.
work being done to protect and uplift our
communities across our state. The struggle continues, and we are game and
ready.
2021 Elder Freeman Policy Fellow John Cannon
reports on where our current bills stand:
"All 8 of our bills made it out of the policy
committees and were referred to appropriations.
Once a bill makes it out of appropriations, it goes
to the floor session. Two of the bills (ACA 3 and
SB 416) have been placed in the Suspense file,
which we all know it's hard to make out. We are
still hoping those two will advance to the floor
sessions. We still have work to do to get all of
these bills into law."
LSPC’s co-sponsored bills currently in play:

AB 937: The Voiding Inequality and Seeking
Inclusion for Our Immigrant Neighbors
(VISION) Act would protect refugee and
2021 Elder Freeman Policy Fellow
immigrant community members who have
John Cannon
been deemed eligible for release from being
funneled by local jails and our state prison system to immigration
detention.
AB 990: This bill would establish a right for non-incarcerated people to
visit their incarcerated loved ones.
SB 354: This bill will address needless impediments to appropriate
relative and foster care placements due to criminal records.
SB 567: The Cunningham Fix (SB 567) would require the court, if a
statute specifies three possible terms, to only impose the
upper/maximum term if sufficient aggravating facts are first considered
by a jury.
SB 586: SB 586 would eliminate over 60 fees that can still legally be
charged to Californians moving through the criminal justice system.
SB 416: would require the California Department of Corrections (CDCR)
to work with regionally accredited, non-profit institutions of
postsecondary higher education and prioritize college programming.
ACA 3: The California Constitution prohibits involuntary servitude
except as punishment to a crime. This measure would remove that
exception.
SB 731: This bill would implement a comprehensive system to seal
criminal and arrest records.
Most of these bill just need to pass their Appropriations Committees to get
to the final Floor Vote! As soon as we confirm hearing dates we’ll put out the
call for your support! Stay tuned!

ABOVE (left to right): Policy Fellows Shani Shay, Jeronimo Aguilar, Kevin McCarthy, Communications
Manager Troy Williams, Staff Attorney Kellie Walters, Policy Manager Joanna Billingy, Policy Fellow
Jesse Burleson, State Senator Steven Bradford, USI advocate Tonatiuh Beltran, and Policy Fellow John
Cannon.
As you’ve noticed, our Policy Fellows are amazing! Not only do they become experts on the legislation
we advance, but they put in the work in the Capitol to help pass it!
Interested in becoming a 2022 Elder Freeman Policy Fellow? Check out the info here!

For our Abolish Bondage Collectively (ABC) campaign, people are still invited
to join the sub-committees.
You can also join our ABC #FightForFreedom campaign by following and
sharing our social media accounts:
Twitter: @TogetherABC
Instagram: AbolishBondageCollectively (@TogetherABC)
For more information about our Policy Platform, or if you want to get
involved, please contact LSPC Policy Manager Joanna Billingy at:
policy@prisonerswithchildren.org

We Need YOUR Help to Change County Jail Conditions!
We are helping distribute an online survey to hear about the lived
experiences of people who've recently been in county jails, along with their
loved ones and service providers.
California is revising the Title 15/24 Facility Regulations for jails, which
include everything from solitary confinement and pepper spray to food and
family visitation. These are the minimum regulations to which jails are held
accountable, and we have a unique chance to change them! Please take 15

minutes to fill out this critical survey on jail conditions. We want to hear
your experiences, concerns, and solutions to strengthen California’s
regulations for county jails!
Important note: these regulations do not cover state prison (CDCR), youth
facilities, or immigration detention centers.
Please complete by Wednesday, August 4th: https://bit.ly/english-jailconditions-survey VERSIÓN EN ESPAÑOL: https://bit.ly/spanish-jailconditions-survey

Family Unity Matters
Join Family Unity Matters and our
Coalition for Family Unity to help
make visiting incarcerated loved
ones a right, not a privilage!
Monday, August 9, we held a press
conference (photo, right) with
Assemblymember Santiago and
Senator Durazo on the courthouse
steps in Los Angeles to call on the CA
Legislature to pass AB 990.
You can watch the press
conference here.
To get involved in helping us pass this bill, please join
the CFU at bit.ly/JoinCFU
Learn more about AB 990: bit.ly/AboutAB990
Help us pass AB 990: bit.ly/PassAB990
For more information about AB 990 or the Coalition on
Family Unity, contact LSPC Staff Attorney Rita Himes at
rita@prisonerswithchildren.org
Helping Those Who Help Us:
Family Unity Coordinator Ivana
Ivana Gonzales, Family Unity Coordinator for Legal Services
for Prisoners with Children, had to take emergency family
leave earlier this summer when her parents and son were in a
horrific car crash in her home country of Belize. Her parents
have no medical insurance and all three family members
require around-the-clock care, with the son still unable to walk
and the mother immobile for an entire year. Ivana had to take

leave from all the Family Unity work she loves to assist her
loved ones in their time of need.
If you can help this sister in the struggle financially as she supports her
family, please donate at this Go Fund Me
page: https://gofund.me/19ab6891. Thank you!

AOUON Community Engagement
AOUON Community Organizing Training
The AOUON Community Organizing
Training has been re-structured by
AOUON Regional Chapter Coordinator
Paul B. and AOUON Housing Advocate
Taqwaa Bonner engage our members
and provide them with the best
training to serve our community. The
first two Saturdays involve classroom
training, with the third creating the
opportunity for the participants to put
the training into practice by
conducting outreach to sign up new members.
After an hour of outreach, we had a BBQ, ate, then held the graduation
ceremony (photo, above). Our graduates will then come back and facilitate
AOUON's Community Organizing Training, and then graduate as AOUON
Facilitators. Then the AOUON Facilitators will go out in the Bay Area
Communities and conduct outreach to educate the public of LSPC/AOUON
and to sign up new members.
Each one, teach one, reach many, uplift us all!
For more information about the AOUON Community Organizing Training
program, contact AOUON Regional Chapter Coordinator Paul B. at
paul@prisonerswithchildren.org.
AOUON Sacramento
AOUON Sac celebrates our 2-year collaboration with
Decarcerate Sacramento, during which we successfully
stopped jail expansion plans, and helped release almost

1500 incarcerated people during the COVID-19 outbreak
from the Sacramento County jail.
We’re also constantly helping people coming home from
prison—check out our recent update here with an
interview with a recently-released comrade!
Want to get involved with AOUON Sacramento? Contact Henry 24/7 at:
henry@prisonerswithchildren.org / 209.762.0850.

AOUON National
National Newspaper!
The July issue of the AOUON Newspaper is out and on our
website here!
Check back soon for the August issue!
The AOUON Newspaper, which comes out monthly, is a
platform to amplify the voices and stories of our
members. If you’re interested in sharing a personal story
—be it of triumph or hardship—please get in touch with
the newspaper editor Troy Williams at
troy@prisonerswithchildren.org
AOUON National Chapters
Want to get involved in other communities across the country? Contact one
of the many AOUON chapters:

Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact AOUON National Organizer
Oscar Flores to start one: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048

Calendar
AOUON – One Community, One Mic

One Community, One Mic is currently being retooled to be an even better
forum for our community. Stay tuned for more magic coming soon!
Past episodes of OCOM 2021 are available here on the AOUON Facebook
video page.

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Digital!

When: 6:30 P.M., August 19, 2021
(3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: Online on Zoom:
https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting

All people and family members directly impacted by
the criminal justice system are invited to join All of
Us or None at our monthly meeting the 3rd

Thursday of each month in Oakland, CA. We
discuss local and state legislation, plan community
events, and strategize how to advocate for our
community in our own voices.
For more information contact Paul B.: paul@prisonersiwithchildren.org /
415.255.7036

Donate to LSPC / All of Us or None here!
Like us on Facebook
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