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May We Put Words into Action:
Advocating Directly to State
Legislators AND Kicking Off Our
"Abolish Bondage
Collectively" Campaign!
Message from the Executive Director

I invite you to join us for our Digital Quest for Democracy
Advocacy Day on May 4, and to kick off our Abolish Bondage
Collectively campaign with "Jim Crow: From Then To
Now" with Angela Davis on May 7.

This year will be our 9th Quest for Democracy—our second
we’ve had to make Digital—and we look forward to again
bringing hundreds of formerly incarcerated organizers, family
members, and allies together to advocate directly to
California state legislators to support bills that directly impact

our community.

While we will miss occupying the South Steps of the Capitol in Sacramento
with you, and flooding the hallways and offices with teams of advocates
hungry for justice, we are excited to still be able to create the space where
people directly impacted by the criminal legal system can find their voice
and move public policy.

Even though online, this year’s Digital
Quest for Democracy, just like all previous
Q4Ds, is still an opportunity for us to come
together to share challenges, strategies,
and successes, to learn about significant
legislation and learn how best to advance
it, and to connect both individually and as
a community.

It’s an opportunity to come and learn to
be part of a choir, and not a soloist—to
learn to sing in harmony to pass policy
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Share the flier! See you there!

that affects us all. 

Dr. King said, “We shall overcome
because the arc of the moral universe is
long but it bends toward justice.” Just
remember that it bends towards justice
because we stand on the end and use our
collective weight to direct its course. 

When legislators, policymakers, and others who appear to hold the reins of
power see a large body of people assemble, experts in experience and
organized in their advocacy, they respond. And if they recognize us as the
tax-paying constituents they’re supposed to represent, then they engage
with our community and address our issues.

This is one of our best opportunities to affect the change we need to
restore our human and civil rights, and to create the safe and healthy
communities we want and deserve. 
So join us! Come so we can all breathe, and not get choked out. Come so
we can stand together, and bend that arc towards justice. 
Register here for the 9th Annual Digital Quest for Democracy, and join us
on Tuesday, May 4 at 10 A.M.

I also invite you to attend the kickoff of our Abolish Bondage Collectively
campaign to end all vestiges of slavery in the federal and state
constitution. Our kickoff event on Friday, May 7 at 2 P.M. is a special
installment of our "First Friday" policy education series, with an important
discussion on "Jim Crow: From Then To Now" with Dr. Angela Davis, Dr.
Dennis Childs, and formerly incarcerated journalist Troy Williams.

Both events are opportunities for us to put our words into action, walk
together, and to continue the march towards Justice. I hope to see you
there.
 

LSPC and All of Us or None invite you to join us for two special events next
week:

https://bit.ly/DQ4D2021
https://bit.ly/FirstFridaysReg


Digital Quest for Democracy Advocacy Day
Tuesday, May 4, 2021
10 A.M. - 2 P.M.
RSVP: bit.ly/DQ4D2021

JOIN US on May 4, 2021, when hundreds of formerly incarcerated
people, family members, and allies from all over California will organize
online for a large-scale statewide advocacy day called “Quest for
Democracy.” The day will consist of an advocacy training,
a rally, entertainment, and then grassroots lobbying teams will meet
virtually with policymakers and/or staff from most California
legislators’ offices.
Check out a short promo video here!

All formerly incarcerated & convicted people, family members, and allies
are welcome. Afterwards, we will coordinate follow-up and relationship-
building between participants and legislators/staff.
 

Check out the #DQ4D2021 Policy Platform here!

For more information, please contact LSPC Policy Coordinator Michael
Getzler at michael@prisonerswithchildren.org.

 

First Friday: "Jim Crow: From Then To Now" / 
Abolish Bondage Collectively Campaign Kickoff
Friday, May 7, 2021
2 P.M. - 4 P.M.
RSVP: bit.ly/FirstFridaysReg

https://bit.ly/DQ4D2021
https://fb.watch/52Ux5MCkFz/
https://legalservicesforprisonersw.box.com/s/gln6txvttmpcjxn3h7n5v1k04ls3ow7s
https://bit.ly/FirstFridaysReg


Did you know that the U.S. never abolished slavery? Nationally, it's still
enshrined in the 13th Amendment. In California, Article 1, Section 6 of the
state constitution allows "involuntary servitude" for those convicted of a
criminal offense.

We have launched the Abolish Bondage Collectively (ABC) coalition to
campaign to end all forms of slavery in the prison system.

Join us Friday, May 7 at 2pm (PT) for a discussion on how we can finally
abolish slavery with Dr. Angela Davis, revolutionary, academic activist, and
author of the classic "Are Prisons Obsolete?", Dr. Dennis Childs, UCSD
Professor and author of "Slaves of the State: Black Incarceration from the
Chain Gang to the Penitentiary," and Troy Williams, formerly incarcerated
journalist & videographer.

Moderated by LSPC Policy Manager Joanna Billingy.

For more information, contact LSPC Policy Manager Joanna Billingy at:
policy@prisonerswithchildren.org
 

Why I Give 
  
LSPC would like to give a shout out
to Showing Up for Racial Justice

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/abc/
https://bit.ly/FirstFridaysReg
https://www.surjbayarea.org/


Donations of both funds and volunteer time from
organizations like SURJ Bay Area (seen above with
LSPC staff after providing security at our 2019
Quest for Democracy Advocacy Day) help people
directly impacted by the legal justice system to
speak to legislators about bills that affect us.

(SURJ) Bay Area. SURJ Bay Area is
part of a national network of groups
and individuals organizing white
people for racial justice. SURJ Bay
Area recently donated $14,000 to
LSPC. They have also physically
shown up to our previous Quest for
Democracy Advocacy Days, and
hosted important panel discussions
on our work. We are grateful for the
ongoing support of SURJ and all
their members.  
 
Why do you give? Visit our Facebook
page to share why you support
LSPC. Click here to make a contribution. Consider joining our Sustaining
Giving Program by committing to give on a recurring basis. Contact Eric
Norman, Director of Development at eric@prisonerswithchildren.org with
any questions.
 
 

 
 

AOUON Community Engagement

Getting the Word Out

On Wednesday, April 21, 2021 Policy Fellow Jeronimo
Cuauhtemoc Aguilar and LSPC Communications
Manager Troy Williams appeared on local radio show
"Wanda's Picks" with noted Bay Area journalist Wanda
Sabir. Troy talked our recent screening of the short
documentary film "Racially Charged: " and the Derek
Chauvin verdict, while Jeronimo discussed our
upcoming Digital Quest for Democracy, and some of
the policies that we are co sponsoring, including: SB
731 Sunsetting Convictions, SB 354 the FREE bill, AB 937 The Vision Act,
and AB 990 Visiting as a Right.

Check out Wanda's Picks here online.

Want to interview LSPC staff or AOUON organizers about our work
restoring our civil and human rights? Contact LSPC Communications
Manager Troy Williams at troy@prisonerswithchildren.org

Reaching Out to the Inside
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The In-Custody Membership Program connects with new and existing
AOUON members currently incarcerated to help with the reentry process,
as well as to develop their organizing skills. Participants will learn the
language of policy and how laws are created, as well as how to effectively
organize and run monthly AOUON inside-prison meetings. The main
objective is to help them advocate for themselves while they're
incarcerated and after they are released.

In-Custody Membership Program
Coordinator Sandra Johnson:

Being the In-Custody Program Coordinator feels
amazing because my passion has always been
wanting to go back inside the prisons to help others
learn to advocate for themselves, just like Dorsey
Nunn taught me. Our voices matter, and we should
be using our voices for Democracy, especially as
formerly incarcerated people empathize with others
who are impacted by the criminal justice system.

Have a loved one or know someone inside who would be interested in
joining AOUON or receive information about AOUON? Contact In-Custody
Membership Coordinator Sandra Johnson at
sandra@prisonerswithchildren.org

AOUON is also constantly out in the community, building bridges and
supporting our comrades and allies. Want to get involved in the Bay Area?
Contact AOUON Regional Chapter Coordinator Paul B. at:
paul@prisonerswithchildren.org.

 

AOUON National

National Newspaper!

The May issue of the AOUON Newspaper is almost out!
Check back next week on our website here for the
latest edition!

The AOUON Newspaper, which comes out monthly, is a
platform to amplify the voices and stories of our
members. If you’re interested in sharing a personal
story—be it of triumph or hardship—please get in touch
with the newspaper editor Paula Lehman-Ewing at
paula@prisonerswithchildren.org

AOUON National

Want to get involved in other communities across the country? Contact one

mailto:paul@prisonerswithchildren.org
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/aouon-newspaper/
mailto:paula@prisonerswithchildren.org
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/chapters/


of the many AOUON chapters:

Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact AOUON National Organizer
Oscar Flores to start one: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048

 

Calendar

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Digital!
When: 6:30 P.M., May 20, 2021
(3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: Online on Zoom:
https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting

All people and family members directly impacted
by the criminal justice system are invited to join
All of Us or None at our monthly meeting the 3rd
Thursday of each month in Oakland, CA. We
discuss local and state legislation, plan
community events, and strategize how to
advocate for our community in our own voices.

For more information contact Paul B.: paul@prisonersiwithchildren.org /
415.255.7036

AOUON – One Community, One Mic

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/chapters/
https://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/about/staff-directory/oscar-flores-2/
mailto:oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org
https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting
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When: Noon every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month.
Next: May 27, 2021!
Where: bit.ly/OCOM2021

 
One Community, One Mic is off and running, with two months of episodes
in the can!

You can watch:
the March 11 Kickoff episode on Reentry,
the March 25 episode on AOUON Women Organizers,
the April 8 episode on Policy Advocacy with our Policy Fellows.
the April 22 episode on training future leaders and organizers,
AND
The FIRST ARTIVIST episode on April 29 (the fifth Thursday) featuring
Kurtis Blow, Rhodessa Jones, Caliph Muab'El, Valerie Ibarra, Reyna Brown,
and Shani Shay.

OCOM is a space where our leadership can form a think tank and advocate
for our collective and individual services, policy initiatives, coalitions for
change, and social outreach. A place where we express our strategies,
successes and challenges so each one, teach one. It is my objective to also
provide forgiveness, unity, love and healing to all our membership and
audience. This will foster a healthy and effective community both inside
and outside. Turn up for your Community. Tune in to share the mic and
amplify our voices. This is All of Us or None live in action!

https://bit.ly/OCOM2021
https://fb.watch/4IC7VdWAN2/
https://fb.watch/4IC9d2w3dq/
https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=675772116504843&ref=watch_permalink
https://fb.watch/5ciuJaRBNu/
https://fb.watch/5ciKuOb__7/


OCOM is live every 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month at noon.
RSVP here: bit.ly/OCOM2021

AND ONE MORE TIME: JOIN US!

Digital Quest for Democracy 2021
When: 10AM-2PM, Tuesday, May 4, 2021
Where: bit.ly/DQ4D2021
 

Now OPEN for Registration!

We invite you to join us at
#DQ4D2021, where hundreds of
formerly incarcerated and convicted
people, family members, and allies
will convene online for community,
advocacy training, and legislative
visits. We speak in our own voices to
convince lawmakers to pass a
platform of bills to improve access to
employment, housing, and
education, and to restore our civil
and human rights.

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER!

For more info, or if your org is
interested in participating, please
contact LSPC Policy Coordinator
Michael G.:
policy@prisonerswithchildren.org /
917.596.2615.
 

Special First Friday Event:
A Talk on Abolishing Slavery with Dr. Angela Davis, Dr.
Dennis Childs, & Journalist Troy Williams
When: 2-4 P.M. (PT) Friday, May 7, 2021
Where: bit.ly/FirstFridaysReg

Did you know that the U.S. never
abolished slavery? Nationally, it's
still enshrined in the 13th
Amendment. In California, Article 1,
Section 6 of the state constitution
allows "involuntary servitude" for
those convicted of a criminal
offense. We have launched the
Abolish Bondage Collectively

https://bit.ly/OCOM2021
https://bit.ly/DQ4D2021
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/quest-for-democracy-advocacy-day/
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/quest-for-democracy-advocacy-day/
mailto:policy@prisonerswithchildren.org
https://bit.ly/FirstFridaysReg
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/abc/


(ABC) coalition to campaign to end
all forms of slavery in the prison
system.

Join us Friday, May 7 for a discussion on how we can finally abolish slavery
with Dr. Angela Davis, revolutionary, academic activist, and author of the
classic Are Prisons Obsolete, Dr. Dennis Childs, UCSD Professor and author
of Slaves of the State: Black Incarceration from the Chain Gang to the
Penitentiary, and formerly incarcerated journalist Troy Williams. Moderated
by LSPC Policy Manager Joanna Billingy.

The event will kick off our Abolish Bondage Collectively campaign, so see
you there!
 
 

LSPC's office will be closed until further notice.
Staff will be monitoring email and voice mail.

For general information, contact info@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036

 

 

Donate to LSPC / All of Us or None here!

Like us on Facebook
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