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formerly incarcerated people, people in prison, and our family members face. Our goal is to strengthen the voices of people most affected by mass 
incarceration and the growth of the prison industrial complex. Through our grassroots organizing, we are building a powerful political movement to 
win full restoration of our human and civil rights. 
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A Note From AOUON Founding Member Dorsey Nunn
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As members of All of Us or 
None, we pledge: 

• To demand the right to 
speak in our own voices 
• To treat each other 
with respect and not allow 
differences to divide us 
• To accept responsibility 
for any acts that may have 
caused harm to our families, 
our communities or ourselves. 
• To fight all forms of 
discrimination 
• To help build the economic 
stability of formerly-
incarcerated people 
• To claim and take care of 
our own children and our 
families 
• To support community 
struggles to stop using prisons 
as the answer to social problems
• To play an active role in 
making our communities safe 
for everyone. 

All of Us Or None All of Us Or None 
Self-Determination Self-Determination 

PledgePledge

and stand shoulder-to-shoulder to defeat white 
supremacy in this country.

It was soon after the 1965 Watts Riots that the 
media started publishing articles bestowing the 
Asian community with the “honor” of being 
“the Model Minority.” In other words, using 
the stereotype of Asian quiet subservience to 
admonish the “uppity” Black community’s 
protests against social and economic inequality. 
During the 1992 Rodney King Riots, media 
played non-stop the footage of a Korean shop 
owner shooting a Black teen, even though the 
vast majority of cornerstore shootings that 
year involved white proprietors shooting Black 
people. So, when the “Black mob” moved from 
South Central north towards Beverly Hills, it was 
easy for a line a National Guard to redirect the 
violence toward Koreatown. 

Fortunately, these examples of past violence 
between our communities have also resulted in 
a blueprint for working together, as after every 
incident recently, groups of all our peoples got 
together to build better connections.

In a country built on racism it is not hard to 
create an escape goat, a distraction, a deflection, 
and an enemy to rally the misled people into 
believing that, if not for those marginalized 
people, that everything would be better. I ask you 
not to be fooled by this, comrades. For it is only 
by standing together will we be able to defeat 
white supremacy and secure freedom for all our 
people. It’s All of Us or None.

Incarcerated columnist Harry Goodall Jr. 
writes about the need to heal as a community 
as we attempt to take on the true object of our 
oppression. Plus, Mail Bag. Page 4

The INjustice System

About the Artist: Cover image

Gary Brunzo is an incarcerated artist at 
Tecumseh State Correctional Institution, 
a maximum security prison in Nebraska. 
“Freedom,” the piece featured on the cover of 
this month’s issue of All of Us or None, was part 
of a 2016 art exhibition in Lincoln, Nebraska, 
called “Captive Creativity: Dispatches from 
Tecumseh.”

Becca Ross, who organized the exhibition, 
told the Lincoln Journal Star, “This exhibition 
is evidence of the life and creativity that refuses 
to disappear or be diminished, despite the most 
repressive circumstances. It forces those of us 
on the outside to remember the humanity of 
those on the inside.”

Brunzo was given a life sentence and sent to 
adult prison when he 21 years old.

Last month, on March 3, we recognized the 
30-year anniversary of the brutal beating 
of Rodney King by Los Angeles police. As 

I reflected on that moment in history, I thought 
about the progress we’ve made in those three 
decades -- and the progress we have not.

Last summer, it seemed like everyday there 
was an incident like that horrific evening in 
1991. George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Jacob Blake, 
even peaceful protestors were being assaulted by 
police in riot gear. It was easy to think we hadn’t 
made any progress at all.

But there was one significant victory that I 
hope does not go unnoticed. For centuries, the 
oppressor has been trying to pit minority groups 
against one another in hopes that a united front 
will never threaten the white establishment. Our 
progress is in our ability to see this as what it is 

Feature Story
Incarcerated writer Kelin D. Harris writes about 
the need to repeal the Three Strikes law and 
other extreme sentencing that is devastating 
communities. Page 6

AOUON Central Illinois has been rallying to 
free Brian Burnside from federal prison. Now, 
he’s finally home. Photo credit: General Parker

Correction: The March edition of All of Us or None news contained the following error: 
The “Spotlight” article mentioned several relationships Hamdiya Cooks-Abdullah made 
while she was incarcerated, including Dr. Chinosole, whose name was misspelled in the 
article. Additionally, the article should have said Hamdiya began wearing her hair in a 
natural style, rather than saying she “associated with naturals.” We regret this error. 

Brian Burnside is home after 14 years in federal 
prison thanks to the retroactive application of 
a law negating harmful, draconian sentence 
enhancements. Page 10

Coming Home

California chapters are working to galvanize 
support for ACA 3, a proposed amendment that 
would remove “involuntary servitude from the 
state constitution. Plus, Bill Watch. Page 8
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Perilously situated between the pricey Arts 
District and skid row, the Los Angeles Bus 
Station is the drop point for women being 

released from state prison.
When Susan Burton stepped off the prison 

bus in 1987, there were two immediate options: 
One direction led to blocks of warehouses -- 
what’s now a collection of vegan eateries and 
Instagrammable wall murals -- the other to a 
more populated area with missions and shelters. 
She walked one block in the only direction that 
seemed to make sense and found herself on skid 
row. It wasn’t long before she found herself back 
in prison.
The next time she was released, Susan had a friend 

take her to a treatment facility in Santa Monica. She 
thrived in recovery, got her life back and opened a 
treatment facility closer to the bus station, steering 
women toward housing and help and away from 
skid row. She called her organization A New Way 
of Life Reentry Project, which now employs a staff 
of 30 including six attorneys.
“After receiving the level of support and services 

I needed in a predominantly white, middle-class 
community, I realized we needed something like 
ANWOL in South LA, where the war on drugs 
had devastated our communities,” Susan said. 
“Someone needed to start investing in women 
and in our community, so I made the investment.”
Saving up her money from working as a 

caretaker, Susan purchased a transitional home for 
women coming out of prison in South Los Angeles. 
But as residents began to settle in, Susan began to 

notice a recurring pattern of trauma: It seemed as 
though no one outside of the formerly incarcerated 
community wanted these women to succeed. They 
were banned from housing and turned down for 
jobs because of their conviction history. They were 
constantly under surveillance by parole officers 
and inundated with fines and fees.
“There are the horrors of incarceration, but 

there are other horrors that are pretty invisible that 
we walk through each day in what we call the ‘free 
world.’” Susan said. “The level of discrimination 
we face and the dobule jeopardy we face over and 
over again for the crime we’ve already done time 
for is a different kind of torture.”

Even Susan struggled to shirk the residual 
effects of her incarceration. After her 
autobiography, Becoming Ms. Burton: From 
Prison to Recovery to Leading the Fight for 
Incarcerated Women, was published, she was 
barred from traveling for a book tour. She 
began to realize her fight for fairness would 
need to reach beyond housing.
“I thought if people had a safe place to go 

everything would be alright, but I realized the 
level of continued discrimination, that people 
were being pushed out of places that would 

give them a chance to rebuild their lives.” Susan 
said. “There had to be advocacy and some real 
creation of voice around what was happening.”
Susan ended up going to a conference for 

formerly incarcerated people in Oakland, a 
meeting that resulted in the founding of All 
of Us or None. She worked on Ban the Box 
legislation, which prevented employers from 
discriminating against people with conviction 
histories when making hiring decisions. She 
eventually founded the Los Angeles chapter of 
All of Us or None, which has been instrumental 
in the restoration of rights for formerly 
incarcerated people. In addition to local ban 
the box initiatives, the chapter mobilized 
community members to rally against excessive 
fines and felony disenfranchisement.
Susan received a pardon from California Gov. 

Gavin Newsom in 2019, but her work often 
requires she continue to recall the horrors of 
her incarceration and the discrimination she 
faced upon reentering society. It is a burden she 
does not take lightly, but takes on with fierce 
determination.
“We have to educate our community, educate 

our policymakers about the reality of what’s 
happening,” she said. “Anyway, how do you 
forget the type of harm that’s done to you as a 
result of the criminal justice system and the 
prison industrial complex?”
“I want to live freely, vibrantly and lively,” she 

continued. “I won’t suffocate under the harm 
that’s been done to me.” 

Susan Burton uses the pain she endures as a formerly incarcerated woman to fight against the 
ongoing discrimination of those harmed by the criminal legal system.

Spotlight

Susan

“I won’t suffocate under the 
harm that’s been done to me.”
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By Harry Goodall Jr. 

I cannot say the horrific event of eight minutes 
and 46 seconds of the knee on George 
Floyd’s neck is not a crime. There has been 

a serious issue with police misconduct in this 
country. Police are not hired to play judge, jury, 
and executioner. They are supposed to protect 
and serve the people of their community.
The battle cry to defund the police may be 

necessary, but there is still the problem of Black-
on-Black crime. All police are not responsible 
for the harm inflicted on every Black man. Black 
people must demand the same treatment from 
each other as they do from law enforcement.
There is, however, another deep, underlying 

problem. Too many police view Black men 
with the same loathing as some Black men see 
each other. How many people can honestly say 
they respect a Black man sitting next to them 
in a classroom or job site if his/her skin color 
is different from their own? Or, if they see a 
group of Black men walking towards them, does 
a hint of fear invade their senses? Many people 
of color face these biases in America. Hatred 
and racism are a learned behavior. Many of the 
things we see in the media are taken as reality. 
A stereotype of the way we talk and act. Can 
it be conditioning as described in the William 
Lynch speech, in which the aim was to guide or 
keep slaves under control? In his speech, he’s 
described saying slaves are easily controlled by 
exploiting differences such as age and skin color 
in-order to pit slaves against each other. He 
insured this method would control slaves for at 
least 300 years.
At a Black man’s funeral, the initial thought 

probably isn’t, “Was he killed by another Black 
man?” The reality is too many are killing each 
other in the name of gang warfare, drugs, and false 
pride. For those who do not consider themselves 
to be gang members, a broad definition of 
California law considers a gang as a gathering of 
two or more individuals committing a crime.
As a firm believer that Black Lives Matter, I 

feel that Black people united is a force nothing 
can stand against. It is taught to every American 
as we grow up and pledge allegiance to the flag. 
It teaches even the feeble mind that united we 
stand and divided we will fall. I ask myself if the 
mantra Black Lives Matter is belief that all black 
men in America harbor. I question this because, 
too often, Black people kill each other. On the 
streets of Long Beach, California, there are 
Black gang turf wars ignited over sports apparel. 
Whether someone wears Raiders, Steelers, or 
Cowboys football gear, all of it is cause to be shot 
by senseless violence.
Gang violence has plagued not only California, 

though. It’s a problem that exists around the 
world. So it begs the question: How do we 
explain Black men killing Black men at such an 
alarming rate? Statistics show that Black men 
born after 1980 have died of gun violence at a 
rate of 3-to-1 compared to previous generations. 
The word “fratricide” was coined by 

Raphael Lemkin to describe what the Turkish 
government (1915-1918) did to the Armenian 

people. One instance is the people 
of Sudan, where nearly 5.5 million 
people have died in the Ituri conflict. 
In the 1970’s, in Africa, 300,000 were 
murdered under the rule of Idi Amin 
and another 500,000 were murdered 
by his successor, Milton Obote. In 
this war on skin, Amin genocides 
targeted Acholi and Lange people 
(all Africans). Since the 1970’s, over 
1 million Tutsi people were killed 
by Hutu people during the 1994 
Rwandan genocide. It’s turf wars 
on our Mother soil. It’s not clear 
where that ideology of superiority 
originated, or where the notion to 
kill each other for that purpose came 
from. But this type of systematic 
killing of fellow Africans can be 
assumed to be done for social status. 
The idea that we’re ridding ourselves 
of an inferior group when we’re all 
Africans is ludicrous, yet the same 
process takes place on American 
soil. African genocide is relevant, as 
it shows a thought process to what 
Black men in America do to each 
other physically over something as 
trivial as clothing.
I am a Black man and I encourage 

others to change and stop the needless 
loss of Black lives. I’ve personally 
witnessed levels of inter-Black racism, 
Blacks killing Blacks. It’s almost 
psychotic, so much so that inter-
racism among Blacks is normal in too 
many communities. The “N” word is 
used so frequently that Black people 
are not longer offended by its use. We 
hear it so much that it has literally 
become part of the African American vernacular.
Conversely, those who depart from the use 

of such language and seek to broaden their 
education are sometimes criticized and ridiculed 
by other Black people who accuse them of “acting 
white.” There are even instances in the Black 
community that provoke unsolicited laughter 
and finger-pointing to a so-called “Uncle Tom” 
seen being interviewed using proper, or “white,” 
grammar. “You know he from the ghetto,” 
one might say. It seems that some Blacks have 
forgotten that the slaves who were brought to 
America were descendants of Kings and Queens 
from the Motherland in Africa. We would be 
better off if it was understood that intelligence 
is not an act.
Society is able to alter the minds of each Black 

man by changing the way he thinks about himself 
and his brothers. So, when Blacks witness other 
Blacks making it in the world, a part of them 
loses the envy felt, and instead feels joy for the 
strides being made by his brothers and sisters.
Is the current envy that is so prevalent as a 

throw back to our days of slavery and Jim Crow 
that shaped such a mentality? Perhaps it’s historic 
from our slavery times when those who lived 
in the house were envied by those who lived in 
the fields. Perhaps it’s not more than an inherent 

Op-Ed: Avoiding the Conflict from Within

need to want what the next man possesses. This 
behavior has been transferred to Blacks from 
a distorted ideology. Because of this, whites 
probably don’t believe we respect each other or 
value each other’s lives. And why should we?
What happened to George Floyd and so 

many other whose lives were cut short by acts 
of senseless police violence is a brutal tragedy. I 
don’t see it changing, regardless of police policy 
changes until Blacks learn to respect each other; 
that we see another man of color and not see the 
color of his skin but the merit of his conduct. 
Lynch had suggested to slave owners that they 

should exploit differences such as age and skin 
color in order to pit slaves against each other. 
The rest, as it is said, is history.
There is a solution: We need to embrace one 

another. There is a real nee to talk about the shame 
and pain we carry. If it was a gang or street thing, 
let the dead take care of the dead. Fifty years ago, 
George Jackson said, “Settle your quarrels.” We 
have to live for our future, free from America’s 
penal colonies and cemeteries. Let’s respect each 
other’s lives and make the reality of Black Lives 
Matter not just an outlook police should embrace, 
but a concept we cherish as well.

Harry Goodall Jr. is an incarcerated journalist 
at San Quentin State Prison in California.

A drawing by Minister Chavelo Borden, co-founder of the 
“A Touch of Love” campaign at Auburn Correctional Facility. 
Borden was paroled in November 2020.

The need to heal as a community 
and take on white supremacy as a united front
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MAIL BAG

The following is a letter from Mike Moore, an 
incarcerated writer at San Quentin State Prison 
in California. He is serving a life sentence under 
the Three Strikes Law.
Mike wrote this in June of 2020, shortly after 
a prison transfer of sick individuals from one 
facility led to an outbreak at San Quentin. 
Shortly after the transfer, the prison caught 
national attention when it became the site of 
one of the nation’s worst coronavirus outbreaks.
At its peak, 2,200 incarcerated individuals were 
infected (about 75% of the population). A total of 
28 COVID-related deaths have occured at San 
Quentin, according to CDCR.
After the outbreak, in October 2020, a judge 
ordered the immediate decarceration of the 
facility. The First District Court of Appeal in San 
Francisco cited CDCR’s “deliberate indifference” 
to the pandemic’s effect on the prison population 
and highlighted the prison’s overcrowding. Mike’s 
letter puts some specifics to the vaguaries behind 
prison overcrowding.

Since March 18, 2020, prisoners in West 
Block have patiently and anxiously hoped 
for an effective plan that would make social 

distancing a possibility in prison. West Block at 
San Quentin State Prison in California houses 
877 men within 449 cells. The cellblock is five 
tiers high with 90 cells on each tier. Each cell 
houses two men, with a few exceptions. The 
cells are 4.5-feet wide by 10.5-feet long and 7.5-
feet high. There are two beds, two wall lockers, 
and a sink/toilet combo inside the cell. When 
using the toilet, the person’s knee is within two 
feet of the other’s foot an inches from his bed.
Knowing how the cellblock is constructed 

is important because it is within these fixed 
parameters that social distancing is impossible. 
Not because of the physical construction, but 
because of the number of prisoners housed 
within its confinements.
Social distancing in an overpopulated prison 

is impossible. The futility of implementing 
a program that meets the standards of social 
distancing in prison is exhaustive. This results 
in a complete breakdown of integrity on both 
sides of the bars: The guards cannot enforce a 
protocol that cannot exist, and the men in blue 
are at the mercy of those in control. 
The choking points that cannot be overcome 

are meal times and showers. This is because of 
the sheer number of prisoners participating and 
the time constraints that these necessities need 
to be completed within to ensure the safety and 
security of the institution. 

Social distancing is impossible during 
mealtimes. The modified programs in prisons 
due to the pandemic include how meals are 
served. Under the guise of social distancing, 
prisoners wait in their cells instead of the chow 
hall. Around 4:45pm, the workers are let out 
of their cells to set up and hand out food trays 
for the evening meal. Roughly 15 minutes later, 
chow release starts with the release of the fifth 
tier. Approximately 45 minutes later, the first tier 
is released. This means that some 720 men have 
been served their trays. That is roughly 16 mean 
every minute, one man every three seconds. 
Clearly the men in line are much closer than six 
feet, and social distancing is negated.
Time constraints mandated by Title 15 

California Code of Regulations cannot support 
social distancing when there are so many 

prisoners to feed. Namely, Article 4, 3050 (a)(2) 
that states, “The breakfast meal shall be served 
not more than 14 hours following the previous 
day’s evening meal.”
Social distancing is also impossible during 

shower times. In West Block, there are 16 hower 
heads and two ADAP showers for 877 men. 
While 16 men are showiering, there are no less 
than 16 men waiting for the next available shower 
to open. For the shower program, one tier is 
released for one hour to shower. Approximately 
180 men must shower within this hour using 16 
heads that are 28 inches apart. 
If these men took five to eight minute showers, 

it would take from 57 minutes to an hour and 
half for everyone to shower. Showering means 
that these men are unclothed and unmasked in 
a crowded area. Pushing past the 60 minutes 
allotted, some prisoners “double up” to ensure 
that they get a shower. During shower times, 
the lines are long, the time is short and social 
distancing is impossible.
Being truthful goes a long way. Prisoners 

are not going to be released now any more 
than before, but simply admitting that social 
distancing in crowded prisons is impossible 
would demonstrate a maturity that is expected 
of an institution that is over 150 years old. 
We are all in tehi together no matter what 
profession, religion, gender, ethnicity, or race 
we identify with.
Social distancing in prison is impossible to 

sustain when there are so many bodies within 
so little space. To pretend or arbitrarily enforce 
social distancing where it can be, and ignore 
it completely where it can’t be is inviting the 
devastation covid is known for.
On the morning of May 31, 2020, there were 

ZERO cases of COVID-19 among the prisoner 
population at San Quentin. A week later, there 
were over a dozen and one death. Pretending 
that social distancing in crowded prisons is 
possible is, in fact, deadly.

Admitting social 
distancing in crowded 

prison is impossible would 
demonstrate a maturity that 
is expected of an institution 
that is over 150 years old.

Above: San Quentin’s death row experienced one of the worst oubreaks of COVID-19. 
KRON4 news in the Bay Area compiled a list of men who lost their lives to the virus. 
They are (clockwise from top right): Dewayne Carey, David Reed, Manuel Alvarez, Jeffrey 
Hawkins, John Beames, Troy Ashmus, Richard Stitely (top), Johnny Avila Jr. (bottom), 
Joseph Cordova and Scott Erskine.
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By Kelin D. Harris

As we venture cautiously into the second 
quarter of 2021, careful to protect 
ourselves and others while awaiting 

our turn to get vaccinated, let us not forget the 
epidemic that has existed decades before we 
heard of coronavirus. America has employed 
mass incarceration as an inoculation. About 2.24 
million people in this country are being held in 
prison or jail, more than a quarter of the world’s 
total 8 million prisoners. Another 4.8 million 
are under supervision through probation or 
parole. In 30 years, our prison population has 
quintupled.
Since 1994, California has experienced 

a hyper-incarceration criss. This has been 
achieved through sentencing enhancements, the 
most Draconian being the Three Strikes Law, 
which has no “washout” period. Alternatives to 
these enhancements are purely discretionary. 
According to Penal Code 1385, the presiding judge 
or the prosecuting attorney can offer a dismissal 
of a strike, but the lack of implementation has 
led to prison overcrowding and the application 
of PC 1385 has been more discriminatory than 
discretional. Discrimination is an inevitable 
by-product of discretion. We see this vis-a-vis 
county-by-county variations, which has resulted 
in uneven justice and undercutting a law aimed 
for uniform treatment of defendants. In the 
dissenting opinion in Ewing v. California, Justice 
John Paul Stevens questioned whether the state 
should be allowed to double count a defendant’s 
recidivism problems, writing: “I think it clear 
that the Eighth Amendment’s prohibition of 
‘cruel and unusual punishments’ expresses a 
broad and basic proportionality principle that 
takes into account all of the justifications for 
penal sanctions. It is this broad proportionality 
principle that would preclude reliance on any of 
the justifications for punishment to support, for 
example, a life sentence for overtime parking.” 
Ewing v. California, 538 U.S. 11 (2003)

Whole families 
have been affected 
by disproportionate 
sentencing because of 
the prison industry’s 
m i s i n f o r m a t i o n 
campaign. According 
to the ballot argument 
for the Three Strikes 
Law, voters were assured 
that passage of the 
measure would keep 
“career criminals, who 
rape women, molest 
innocent children 
and commit murder, 
behind bars where 
they belong.” Yet the 
empirical data suggests 
otherwise. I have several 
missives from victims 
of enhancements and 
their stories are analogous to my own. None I’ve 
come in contact with are serving sentences for 
the above cited offences. 
During the Clinton administration, Three 

Strikes was put into law by Proposition 148 
and the Prison Litigation Reform Act (PLRA). 
It is reported by the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation that there were 
6,900 individuals serving sentences in 2019. 
According to the Center for American Progress, 
Blacks are 12 times more likely than whites to 
get Three Strikes. The Human Rights Watch 
has found that African-American youth are 
sentenced to life without parole at a rate that is 
18.3 times the rate as their white peers. We know 
this, even with more current data being withheld 
and made recondite. In The New Jim Crow: 
Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, 
Michelle Alexander cites an abundance of facts 
that make racial caste injustices a cognitive 
reality abroad. For those immediately afflicted by 
incarceration, it removed the glare, revealing the 

current system as a new 
antebellum department 
of corrections.
When minorities are 

targeted for arrest and 
prosecution, we can 
assume the chief aim is 
to keep them in prison, 
not rehabilitate them. 
Ominously, it has been 
said sentences like my 
own -- 75 years to life 
for attempted robbery 
-- are defacto torture. 
Defacto torture are 
enhancements, such 
as youthful priors, 
being passed off as 
rehabilitation. Youthful 
priors are serious or 
violent felonies that 

were committed by a person when they were 
25 years old or younger. But according to 
Prof. Jody Sundt, a tenured criminologist at 
Indiana University, makes an argument against 
punishing the current crime through the lens of 
past crimes. Instead, she suggests alternatives 
to prison the first time around. “Referring a 
defendant to treatment, rather than sending him 
or her to prison, may well be the most prudent 
choice -- saving government resources and 
potentially saving the defendant from a lifetime 
of addiction,” Sundt wrote in an academic 
journal. “Likewise, imposing a short sentence 
(or none at all) may increase the chances that 
the defendant will experience successful reentry. 
A lengthy prison term may increase the odds 
that re-entry will be extremely difficult, leading 
to relapse, and re-imprisonment.”
Through research and close analysis, it’s clear 

that youth (anyone 25 years old or younger) 
given life without parole or a death sentence is 
a quasi-lynching, an inscrutable phenomenon 
executed under the label “special circumstances.” 
Prosecutors allege special circumstances 
through a medium, Mens Rea, the Latin word 
for a guilty mind. This is captured and cultivated 
from subjective testimony alone. We see a 
continuity in attitude when it comes to defense 
attorneys. They are not automatically attached to 
a defendant and, once one is assigned, they often 
fail to inquire about mental trauma. In Psychotic 
Disorders in Children and Adolescents: A Primer 
on Contemporary Evaluation and Management, 
psychologists found “children rarely have 
insight into the significance of their symptoms, 
and, consequently, their judgment and impulse 
control are usually compromised (particularly 
around self-destructive or aggressive impulses).”
When we look at “reform” in its rawest 

form, it boils down to keeping the good and 
discarding the bad. But something archaic 
cannot be accentuated and expected to retain or 
augment value. The cornerstone of reparations 

More Guilty By Reason of Priors
The cruelty behind excessive sentencing, enhancements and 

Three Strikes law

STRIKE continues on Next Page

California’s State Auditor 
estimates that the Three 

Strikes law adds over 
$19 billion to the state’s 

prison budget.

According to CDCR data, 

over 45%
of people serving life 
sentences under the 
Three Strikes law are 

African American.
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is retroactive relief. In view of the prodromal 
nature of youthful priors, retroactive relief 
should not be left unattached.
When I paroled after serving my whole 

adolescence locked up, finding paperwork was 
precarious. Once I was hired, it was difficult to 
perform my duties: I suffer from a disease that 
causes chronic pain. Without access to adequate 
health care, the pain worsened and I became 
an alcoholic and a drug addict and eventually 
lost my job. Homeless with my then-pregnant 
girlfriend, three children of her own in tow, to say 
the circumstances were tumultuous would be an 
understatement. I stopped picking up my psyche 
medication and checking in with my parole officer.
Unbeknownst to me, Los Angeles Sheriffs had 

a warrant for my arrest. When I came in contact 
with the police, it was past midnight and I 
was in a motel parking lot. I was detained and 
handcuffed, placed in the back of a patrol car 
where I was pepper-sprayed. When we arrived 

at the station, I was placed in a chokehold until 
I was unconscious. When I awoke, I was in the 
Palmdale Regional Hospital ER. When I was 
indicted for robbing the clerk at the motel.
Before prison, I was a registered bulldog 

breeder and show dog exhibitor. I attended Santa 
Monica City College and my goal was to become 
a veterinarian. That is what people who know me 
share with my daughters Kalia and Kalina. As I 
mark four years into my second prison sentence, 
I rely on donations to fund tuition for my current 
undertaking: paralegal college. Since Prop 57 
passed, the Callifornia prison department has 
introduced a number of education programs. 
Some even employ formerly incarcerated 
people to reenter penitentiaries to teach. The 
logic is those closest to the problem are closest 
to the solution. The self-corrective literature of 
programs like PREP’s Turning Point and Getting 
Out By Going In (GOGI) have been essential to 
my sobriety and recovery. Through application 
of the principles I’ve learned in these programs, 

I’ve gained insight into myself and paid penance 
to each person I’ve injured or traumatized. My 
favorite “tool” and principle is carrying the 
message to other at-risk peers.
Last year I had surgery to target the cause 

of my chronic pain. Most of the acute pain I 
suffered with for years is gone. It is my hope 
that relief is given to those who have been 
given enhancements under the Three Strikes 
Law, especially for youth priors. I want another 
chance to be an asset to my community while 
I’m still in my prime.

Editor’s Note: In February, California 
Assemblymember Alex Lee (D-San Jose) 
introduced AB 1509, the Anti-Racism Sentencing 
Reform Act. The legislation seeks to chip away at 
the state’s harmful sentencing laws by reducing 
enhancements for firearms, which punish 
people duplicatively for the same crime without 
enhancing public safety. The bill was referred to 
the Committee of Public Safety in March.

STRIKE (continued from Page 6)

Note from the Artist: 
Background Image

William “Tariq” Palmer painted this image while 
he was incarcerated. He is now a Communications 
Fellow at Legal Services for Prisoners with Children 
and a member of the Abolish Bondage Collectively 
coalition. He wrote this about the drawing:
My inspiration came from The New Yorker 
review of Stephen Spielberg’s “Amistad” artist 
Kadir Nelson. I read this while in Solano State 
Prison. His work impacted my vision, which was 
to connect the past with the present. Here, slave 
masters and overseers are replaced by wardens 
and correctional officers. There are prisoners in 
uniforms, and others you can’t make out which 
are the spirits of the millions of unknown slaves. 
We’ve replaced cotton with license plates, office 
furniture and PIA laundry service. Let there be no 

mistake that slavery and involuntary servitude is 
alive and well. The Review Boards have replaced 
auctioneers by sending CDCR prisoners from 
prison to prison based on need and space. It has 

become my purpose in life to turn prisons into 
centers of healing. May this painting spark that 
movement to kick Jim Crow out of the California 
Constitution.
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By Joanna Billingy

Currently, our state and federal 
constitutions ban involuntary servitude 
except as punishment for a crime, 

leaving our incarcerated community members 
vulnerable to labor exploitation across our state 
and county. Conservative state legislators in Utah, 
Colorado, and Nebraska have all amended their 
constitutions to remove their state version of the 
13th Amendment’s Exception Clause. California 
must join these states in denouncing structural 
racism and in removing vestiges of slavery from 
our constitution. 

All of Us or None’s California chapters have 
been campaigning to move local government 
bodies to consider resolutions supporting 
Assembly Constitutional Amendement 3, which 
would remove the “involuntary servitude” clause 
from the California State Constitution, Article 
1 Section 6 (“A1S6”). A1S6 is modeled after the 
U.S. Constitutions’s 13th Amendment Exception 
Clause. This clause legally transferred slavery from 
individuals’ ownership of slaves to ownership 
by the state. In California, the descendents 
of enslaved Africans are disproportionately 
impacted by the criminal justice system through 
the over-policing of marginalized communities 
and the enhanced sentences imposed. Any and 
all forms of slavery should be prohibited.

Our Constitution should reflect a legal and 
moral baseline against involuntary servitude 
and all vestiges of slavery. As All of Us or None 
founder Dorsey Nunn puts it: “We’re not talking 
about being soft on crime — we’re talking about 
being just on humanity.” 

This vote will officially determine Riverside 
County’s stance on involuntary servitude; join us 
in making sure our representatives support this 
historic change.

The following letter was sent by the Riverside 
chapter of All of Us or None to community 
members. The letter sought to to galvanize 
support for a resolution by the Riverside Board 
of Supervisors to support ACA 3 and denounce 
all vestiges of slavery. A similar resolution was 
introduced by Supervisor Matt Haney of San 
Francisco in February. It is our hope that growing 
support from local communities for ACA 3 will 
make its passage in the legislature inevitable and 
its ideals a reality. 

An Organizational Call to 
End Involuntary Servitude

The United States declared its independence 
in the summer of 1776.  Despite the claim of 
independence, the blood of Africans would be 
used to build this nation’s infrastructure, and 
land from Native Americans would be usurped 
for the “greater good.” Our Nation’s ugly history 
adversely impacts so many demographics: 
Women (and their lack of suffrage until the 
1900s), Asian Americans (such as the Chinese 
Exclusion Act and Executive Order 9066), the 
LGBTQ+ and BIPOC community, and so many 
others. Though 1776  began the herald of our 
nation’s freedom,  there always remains a class 
of Americans who are exempt from freedom’s 

provisions. Despite our growth, there are areas 
in our Nation, like California, that struggle 
to denounce structural racism and relinquish 
vestiges of slavery. 

 Since the Emancipation Proclamation, chattel 
slavery ended but convict leasing would become 
the next institution to maintain classism, racism, 
and slavery. Not until 1964, almost 200 years 
later, would Civil Rights legislation bring a 
beacon of hope to many still living the reality 
of stigmatization, exploitation, and injustice. 
However, California has yet to make a decision 
to remove the language of slavery, by keeping 
involuntary servitude — slavery by another 
name and practice — in its Constitution. Article 
1, Section 6 in the CA Constitution is modeled 
after the U.S. Constitutions’s 13th Amendment 
Exception Clause. The Federal clause reads, 
“Neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for crime whereof the 
party shall have been duly convicted, shall exist 
within the United States, or any place subject to 
their jurisdiction.” This clause legally transferred 
slavery from individuals’ ownership of slaves to 
ownership by the states.

The Exception Clause led to the intentional 
creation of the Black Codes and Vagrancy Laws 
which disproportionately impacted Americans 
who were promised equality. Once again, the 
promise of freedom, this time through 1964 Civil 
Rights legislation, was undercut by the crime 
bills of the 1960s-90s, which disproportionately 
impacted many people of color and promoted 
the premise that “criminals” were less than 
human and deserving of slavery as punishment. 
There is a direct correlation between the 

promise of freedom under Federal law and the 
injurious nature of state instruments of law 
disproportionately impacting Black Americans 
and people of color. When considering the 
history of convict leasing, it is no accident that 
Black Americans and people of color comprise 
the largest demographic serving as “convicts,” 
both in the Nation and in California.

Removing involuntary servitude from 
California’s Constitution is not being soft on 
crime or a partisan play to open the prison 
doors. Instead, this is a human issue about the 
redemption of dignity. If we do not confront 
ourselves, the outlook is grim. Currently, children 
of incarcerated fathers stand a 70 percent chance 
of dropping out of education or becoming 
incarcerated themselves. These statistics impact 
everyone. 

America’s aspiration for rights and freedom 
has led Conservative state legislators in Utah, 
Colorado, and Nebraska to pass laws for 
immediate or gradual emancipation. People of 
all ethnicities have embraced the spirit and logic 
of the revolution. Some have petitioned state 
legislatures as individuals or coalitions. Others 
have sought freedom through military service. 
Many thousands of enslaved people chose not 
to rely on external benevolence and undertook 
the brave and dangerous task of petitioning 
the courts while incarcerated. Considering our 
diversity, there is no reason California should not 
join these states in denouncing structural racism 
and in removing the vestiges of slavery.

Ending forced labor, divesting from the prison 
industrial complex, and ultimately fostering a 
truly emancipated America is possible here, in 
our golden state of California. It is possible for 
local jurisdictions in the State of California to see 
slavery as immoral. It is possible for the County of 
Riverside to patriotically embrace the true value 
of American freedom. Join us in supporting a 
resolution by our Board of Supervisors in favor 
of removing involuntary servitude from our 
state. We implore Riverside to stand on the right 
side of history. Slavery has no place in our values 
as a county or as a state.

Learn more at https://prisonerswithchildren.org.abc

Chapter Updates

In February, San Francisco Superviso Matt Haney held a press conference with All of Us or None 
National to introduce a resolution supporting of ACA 3. 

Removing involuntary 
servitude from California’s 
constitution is not being 
soft on crime... This is a 
human issue about the 
redemption of dignity.
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•  Removal of Involuntary Servitude from the 
State Constitution (Kamlager) ACA 3 would 
remove the vestiges of slavery from California’s 
foundational legal document: its constitution. 
As a constitutional amendment, the bill requires 
approval from both legislative houses. Should it 
be approved by the legislature, it will be posed to 
voters in the 2022 midterm elections. 
•  CRISES ACT (Kamlager) AB2054 would 
establish the Community Response Initiative to 
Strengthen Emergency Systems (CRISES) Act 
pilot program, which will scale up community-
based alternatives to police. 
•  Anti-Racism Sentancing Reform Act 
(Lee) AB1509 would remove the 12202.5 gun 
enhancement completely from the state penal 
code and change the 10-20-25 gun enhancement 
to 1, 3 and 5 years, respectively.
•  Visitation (Bonta) AB990 would enshrine 
visitation as a right (rather than a privilege) for 
incarcerated individuals and their families.

•  Clean Slate (Rubel and Lent) [number 
pending] would allow individuals with felony 
convictions for nonviolent and nonsexual 
crimes to petition the courts to seal their public 
records. Individuals applying for sealed records 
would need to have served their whole sentence 
and have not reoffended in the three years 
following their release.

•  Right to Vote (Ford) HB4377/HJRCA33, a 
bill and constitutional amendment, would ensure 
incarcerated people would be able to vote in the 
state of Illinois.
•  Electronic Monitoring (Madigan) HB 
1115 would eliminate the use of electronic 
monitoring for people who have completed 
their state prison sentences and are not 
required by statute to be on a monitor, ending 
the practice of imposing electronic house 
arrest for people who have already done their 
prison time.

Bill Watch

California

Idaho

Illinois

•  Probation Reform (Williams) SB 14 would 
reform how long Pennsylvanians stay on 
probation and the time served in prison for 
probation violations. It also specifies that a 
court may not impose a sentence of probation 
consecutive to another sentence of probation.

New York
•  Mental Health Bail Reform (Kaplan) S7242 
would establish a pretrial mental health and 
substance abuse services bail fund.
•  Voting Rights (Parker) S 6821 would require 
the Department of Corrections and Community 
Supervision, in collaboration with the state and 
county boards of election, to establish a program 
to facilitate voter registration and voting for 
incarcerated individuals.

North Carolina
•  The Second Chance Act (Britt, Daniel 
and McKissick) H 874 would set up 
automatic expungement for people who are 
found not guilty or have charges against 
them dismissed after July 1, 2020, and allow 
people to petition for the expugement of 
nonviolent misdemeanor and felony charges 
after a period of good behavior.

Pennsylvania

Members of All of Us or None showed up in Oakland to stand in solidarity with Asian comrades after 
a number of violent acts of hate against members of the community.  Photo courtesy Ali Birts

•  Kentucky Voting Rights (Higdon) SB62 
would amend the Constitution of Kentucky to 
grant persons convicted of a felony other than 
a sex offense, a violent offense, or an offense 
against a child, the right to vote five years after 
completion of sentence. This bill passed the 
Senate but was not voted on by the House before 
the end of the 2020 session.
•  Successful Supervision (seeking sponsor) is 
a proposed bill being made by All of Us or None 
Louisville and ACLU Smart Justice Advocates 
of Kentucky. It will seek to target supervision 
to ensure successful outcomes for those that are 
dealing with the issues from being on probation 
parole, including the elimination of fines and 
fees. It will also establish a system of compliance 
credits, such as Work for Time credit, Education 
for Time credit, and a mandatory time calculation.

Kentucky

•  Fresh Start Act (Koenig) SB 647 would require 
that no person shall be disqualified from pursuing, 
practicing, or engaging in any occupation for which a 
license is required solely or in part because of a prior 
conviction of a crime, unless the crime for which an 
applicant was convicted directly relates to the duties 
and responsibilities for the licensed occupation. 
•  Death Penalty With Mental Illness 
(Hannegan) HB 1756 would prohibit the 
execution of any person found to have suffered 
from a serious mental illness at the time of the 
offense for which they are accused.

Missouri

•  Slavery Exemption (Rice and Cunningham) 
SRC 96 is a proposed amendment to the state 
constitution that would prohibit slavery or 
involuntary servitude in New Jersey prisons.
•  Youth Restorative Justice (Turner) S2924 
would reinvest 20% of NJ’s youth prison budget 
into community-based restorative justice 
programs in Camden, Newark, Paterson, 
and Trenton. Creates a two-year “Restorative 
and Transformative Justice for Youths and 
Communities Pilot Program” in Juvenile Justice 
Commission.
•  Public Health Emergency Credit (Mukherji 
and Sumter) A4235/S2519 would require credits 
to be awarded to certain incarcerated individuals 
and returning citizens during public health 
emergency. It would also prohibit the creditee to 
have contact with victim upon release.

New Jersey

RegistRation details 
coming soon

tune in may 4
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Brian Burnside never fully accepted his 
life sentence. It just didn’t make sense. 
Mandatory minimums, as they were 

inked in 2007 when Brian was sentenced, 
required the judge sentence him to life for 
drug possession with priors. It was surreal 
for someone who had seen the person who’d 
killed his brother sentenced to 10 years.

The federal guidelines that allowed his priors 
to be used against him also came as a shock. 
He had been charged as an 18-year-old and 
told he’d get time-served and probation, after 
which it would all be behind him. To have it 
enhance his sentence to a drug charge 22 years 
later seemed cunning.

“In my opinion, it’s a conspiracy to kill off 
young black men,” Brian said. “I couldn’t accept 
it in my heart, that I would die in prison.”

At first, Brian’s method of refusal was 
common: He learned out to advocate for himself 
and filed appeals. But in 2010, a glimmer of 
hope came in the form of a federal bill revising 
21 US Code 851, the enhancement that had 
turned Brian’s punishment for possession 
from a determinate sentence to life. However, 
the bill was not applied retroactively. Someone 
who was imprisoned in 2011 with the same 
conviction history as Brian could apply for 
relief under the revision, but Brian could not.

“When it passed in 2010 it was like a punch 
in the gut,” he said. “It was great because it 
could reduce overcrowding in prison and 
people getting excessive amounts of time, but 
so many of us weren’t eligible.”

It would take another eight years before the 
federal government would review the legal 
system’s use of enhancements. Finally in 2018, 

then-president Donald Trump signed the 
First Step Act into law, which provided the 
retroactive application of the revision that 
would free Brian.

His friend, General Parker, had been 
instrumental in the development of the First 
Step Act and had mobilized the Central Illinois 
chapter of All of Us or None to advocate on 
Brian’s behalf. 

“I was already fighting my case, I had an 
appeal pending, and I was waiting for a decision, 
but when the bill came down I got excited,” 
Brian said, remembering the day he heard the 
First Step Act was signed into law. “Now I had 
another weapon to help me get free.”

Brian eventually connected with MiAngel 
Cody, an attorney and founder of the nonprofit 
Buried Alive Project, which takes on appeals 
for people serving life sentences. On February 
24, 2021, he walked out of prison after 14 
years inside.

“I just remember my mom was shouting and 
praising God,” Brian recalled. “Her baby boy 
was coming home, and that was like a dream 
come true.”

The transition home, of course, hasn’t 
been all cheers and smiles. When Brian went 
into prison as a 40-year-old man, he lost his 
business, custody of his 9-year-old daughter 

and the nonprofit he’d operated in the area had 
become dormant. Now, he has to start again.

“When you get out into reality and, at 54 
years old, you realize you have to start all the 
way over, it’s intimidating and it’s a terrible 
situation to have to be in,” he said. “By the 
grace of God I have opportunities -- a family 
business where I can get a job and a family 
home to live in -- but if I didn’t, the system 
would have just had me back on the streets 
from Day 1.”

Because he was released during the 
pandemic, Brian has been quarantined at 
home, unable to get an ID or take care of his 
finances. However, he’s had time to speak on 
panels put on by Buried Alive and tell his story 
in different spaces.

“A part of you wants to let it go, but the 
other part of you knows your testimony can be 
someone else’s life,” Brian said. “I want to bring 
life to the harm these sentence enhancements 
can do to an individual and to the community 
at large and hopefully make change by telling 
my story.”

Brian Burnside is home after 14 years in federal prison thanks to the 
retroactive application of a law negating harmful, draconian sentence 
enhancements. Photo courtesy General Paker/AOUON C. Illinois

Brian

COMING
HOME

“I couldn’t accept it in my 
heart, that I would 

die in prison.”

Nominate a returning citizen you know for 
the Coming Home section or submit your 
own story about reentry. Nominations and 

submissions may be sent to:

AOUON Newspaper Editor
c/o Legal Services for Prisoners with 

Children 4400 Market Street
Oakland, CA 94608
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Resources & Events

https://www.beyond-prisons.com/covid19

prisonerswithchildren.org/Coronavirus

https://www.allofusornone-northernnj.
com/covid-19-newark-mutual-aid

COVID-19 MUTUAL AID 
(NEWARK, NJ)

SAFETY MANUALS FOR 
INDIVIDUALS IN STATE, FEDERAL 

AND CALIFORNIA 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

SUPPORTING DIRECTLY AND SYSTEM-
IMPACTED PEOPLE DURING CRISIS

Coronavirus 
Resources



California

Bakersfield
Ucedrah Osby: AOUONBakersfield@gmail.com

Los Angeles/Long Beach
c/o A New Way of Life Reentry

PO Box 875288, Los Angeles, CA, 90087
Phone: (323) 563-3575

Fax: (323) 563-3445
Angelique Evans:

angelique@anewwayoflife.org

Orange County
Stephanie Jeffcoat: 

stephaniejeffcoatocaouon@gmail.com
Danielle Dancer: ddancertnap@gmail.com

Riverside
Erica Smith:riversideallofusornone@gmail.com

Sacramento
PO Box 292967, Sacramento, CA 95829

Henry Ortiz: henry@prisonerswithchildren.org

San Bernardino 
c/o A Time for Change Foundation

PO Box 25040, San Bernardino, CA 92406
Phone: (909) 886-2994

Fax: (909) 886-0218
Kim Carter: kcarter@timeforchangefoundation.org

San Diego
Curtis Howard: allofusornonesandiego@gmail.com

Idaho

Idaho Chapter
Mary Failing: maryfailing@my.cwi.edu

Illinois

Central Illinois
P.O. Box 3026, Peoria, IL 61612-3026 

Phone: (309) 232-8583
General Parker: centralillinoisaouon@gmail.com

Chicago
Richard Wallace: Chicago.IL.AOUON@gmail.com

National AOUON HeadquartersNational AOUON Headquarters
c/o Legal Services for Prisoners With

Children
4400 Market St., Oakland, CA 94608

Phone: (415) 255-7036 x337
Fax: (415) 552-3150

AOUON National Organizer:
Oscar Flores: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org

Chapter Contacts

Slave, who is it that shall free you?
Those in deepest darkness lying.
Comrade, only these can see you
Only they can hear you crying.
Comrade, only slaves can free you.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.
One alone his lot can’t better.
Either gun or fetter.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

You who hunger, who shall feed you?
If it’s bread you would be carving,
Come to us, we too are starving.
Come to us and let us lead you.
Only hungry men can feed you.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.
One alone his lot can’t better.
Either gun or fetter.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

Beaten man, who shall avenge you?
You, on whom the blows are falling,
Hear your wounded brothers calling.
Weakness gives us strength to lend you.
Come to us, we shall avenge you.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.
One alone his lot can’t better.
Either gun or fetter.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

Who, oh wretched one, shall dare it?
He who can no longer bear it.
Counts the blows that arm his spirit.
Taught the time by need and sorrow,
Strikes today and not tomorrow.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.
One alone his lot can’t better.
Either gun or fetter.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

Bertolt Brecht (1898–1956)

All of Us Or All of Us Or 
None None 

Kentucky

Louisville 
Savvy Shabazz: AOUONLouisville@gmail.com

Missouri

St. Louis 
Patty Berger: AOUON.StL@gmail.com

North Carolina

Durham 
Andrea “Muffin” Hudson: 
AOUONNC@gmail.com

Eastern N.C.
Corey Purdie: AOUONENC@gmail.com

Charlotte 
Kristie Puckett Williams: 

AllOfUsOrNoneNC@gmail.com

Ohio

Greater Cincinnati 
Zaria Davis: CincyAOUON@gmail.com

Pennsylvania 

Philadelphia 
Malik Aziz: PhillyAOUON@gmail.com

Texas

San Antonio
Steve Huerta: AllOfUsOrNoneTexas@gmail.com

Tri-State

New York 
Ivelisse Gilestra: AOUON.NewYork@gmail.com

Northern New Jersey 
P.O. Box 9812, Newark, NJ 07104

Tia Ryans: AOUON.NJ@gmail.com

Washington

Eastern Washington 
Megan Pirie: EasternWAAOUON@gmail.com

Wisconsin
Madison

Caliph Muab-el: WIAOUON@gmail.com

All of Us or None Membership Form
YES, I want to become a member of ALL OF US OR NONE!

Name & Number:

County of Origin:

Address:

Institution:


