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Taking Care of Our Community
Message from the Executive Director

We are extremely fortunate that our community believes in,
and invests in, our mission to create safe, healthy communities
and to restore our human and civil rights. Not only have we
been able to retain our staff and support them as they work
from home, but we’ve been able to lead the effort to support
the public health of our community in these dangerous times.
Our Rapid Response Emergency Fund—created in mid-
March and to which so many foundations and individuals
contributed to—allowed us to step in soon after Shelter-in-
Place began to provide financial and housing relief for

people directly impacted by the criminal legal system.

Right now, we are supporting women recently released from San
Francisco County Jail due to the pandemic by covering for two months
the cost of their mandated Domestic Violence classes. Even in the best of
times, the fees for these mandatory classes are an incredible burden on
women, but in this time of massive unemployment—especially when formerly
incarcerated and convicted people are almost always the last hired and first
fired—imposing fees like this is like squeezing blood from a stone. At least
LSPC can provide a stopgap measure to give the women time to breathe
upon release, and time to figure out how they can comply with the
mandatory court ordered classes in the long term.

We are also setting up sewing stations at the Freedom & Movement Center in
Oakland so AOUON members can be trained and paid to create masks
for our community. The sewing machines were donated by the Reentry
Center in San Francisco and the AOUON members will be trained by longtime
AOUON organizer Aaliyah Muhammad. The physical distancing and other
health precautions in response to this pandemic will continue for quite a
while, so we need to ensure that our community is self-sufficient and safe.

We are supporting our All of Us or
None chapters who are on the
frontline: we were able to send money
to our AOUON San Diego chapter,
who have been organizing emergency
housing, food, clothing, and support
services for people recently released
from county jails. When Curtis, Tasha,
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AOUON San Diego members (top left) discuss their
emergency reentry work during our weekly One
Community, One Mic forum.

and Amie saw that the county was just
going to dump people into the
convention center, they stepped up
and secured hotel rooms, three meals
a day, a change of clothes, even
quarters for the laundry! “Take survival off the table!” was their mantra, and
should be everyone’s. Then, working with the county, they connected
recently released people with health and mental health services. They are an
amazing example of people who have been directly impacted by the criminal
legal system leading the way to create public health and safety for everyone
in the community.

In April, when we learned that the Alameda County Sheriff was going to
release hundreds of people in response to the pandemic, Oakland AOUON
members waited outside Santa Rita Jail to meet people and give them hotel
vouchers. As formerly incarcerated people ourselves, we know how much you
want to hug and hold loved ones as soon as you get free, we were able to
effectively communicate how, despite the desire, public health was
dependent on all of us physically distancing during this time. We were able
to provide hotel rooms for 46 people right then and there, so they could
have a safe place to isolate themselves after being trapped in a COVID-19
hotspot. Soon after, the Alameda County Probation Department took over the
responsibility of reentry housing, so at least some people recently released,
their families, and our community will have a chance to be healthy.

Throughout all of this pandemic, LSPC and AOUON have been supporting
families directly impacted by the criminal legal system with $100 gift
cards provided by our Rapid Response Emergency Fund. We are currently
trying to figure out how best to support our members who are currently
incarcerated, without allowing the support to be garnished or seized by CDCR
for fines and fees.

A year ago, LSPC and All of Us or None were
busing and bringing 650 formerly
incarcerated people, family members, and
allies to the California Capitol for our 7th

annual Quest for Democracy Advocacy
Day. We were able to speak directly to
legislators on bills that directly impact our
communities, and showing them the sheer
size of our community rallying together
reinforced the realization that our voices
matter and that, together, we bring about
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https://bit.ly/AOUON1Community1MicRSVP
https://www.kqed.org/news/11812557/oakland-nonprofit-helping-to-house-those-released-from-jail-amid-pandemic
https://www.kqed.org/news/11812557/oakland-nonprofit-helping-to-house-those-released-from-jail-amid-pandemic
https://www.kqed.org/news/11812557/oakland-nonprofit-helping-to-house-those-released-from-jail-amid-pandemic
https://bit.ly/AOUONEmergencyFundDONATIONS


May E-News: Supporting Our Community Every Way Possible

actual change.

This year we face the unprecedented obstacle
of organizing under the shadow of the
COVID-19 pandemic, but I am proud to say
we’ve risen to the challenge and will be
hosting the first-ever Digital Quest for
Democracy on May 18. Please join us at
this historic event by registering here.

Thank you for your continued support. Together our community will continue
to thrive.

Policy Update

Census 2020

#WeCount!

The 2020 Census will determine congressional
representation, the allocation of hundreds of
billions in federal funding every year, and
otherwise provide data that will impact
communities for the next decade.

Starting in March, LSPC stepped up to canvass
East Palo Alto, San Francisco Bayview / Hunters
Point district and Alameda County (South
Central Alameda, East and West Oakland, and
Berkeley Upper University areas) low income
communities that are often times overlooked
and neglected infrastructure improvements are
under consideration.

Door-knocking has traditionally been one of the
most popular campaign strategies to make sure

https://bit.ly/DQ4D2020OrgRSVP
https://bit.ly/DQ4D2020OrgRSVP
https://bit.ly/DQ4D2020OrgRSVP
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the census counts every person living in the
United States, including our communities.

But the unthinkable happened: the dreaded COVID-19 pandemic hit, which
impacted us locally as well as globally. So, what is the alternative when door-
to-door canvassing is not an option? The answer: phone banking.

As of today, we have reached close to 3000 households, mostly through
phone banking. Thanks to our canvassing team—Ali, Dejohnette, Mike, Paul,
and Taqwaa—for their determination to deliver the message to our
communities of the importance of being counted and why we indeed all
count.

2020 Policy Fellow Mike G said, “Doing outreach for the census is especially
relevant now during a public health crisis, when federal dollars are so
important to communities. It has been great to talk to people about how they
can do their part.”

In addition to phone banking, the team distributed AOUON census brochures
in various neighborhoods, while practicing the required 6 feet of social
distancing.

Thank you to Kristin Chang from United Way Bay Area, who supported us
with the survey app so we could complete the canvassing. We hope to
complete the campaign by the end of April or early May.

LSPC / All of Us or None urge you to participate and complete the Census
2020 questionnaire. We’re here to help and assist, if needed.

Check out All of Us or None’s “#WeCount - Census 2020” information
brochure here.

For more information about the Census, or for local assistance filling it out,

https://bit.ly/LSPCCensus2020Brochure
https://bit.ly/LSPCCensus2020Brochure
https://bit.ly/LSPCCensus2020Brochure
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contact LSPC Program Manager Errol Veron at:
errol@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7058

2020 LSPC / All of Us or None Policy Advocacy

Quest for Democracy—DIGITAL!

Join us on Monday, May 18 from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. for Digital
Quest for Democracy, a day when formerly incarcerated and convicted
people and their family members come together to advocate in our own
voices.

Traditionally, we physically gather with allies in Sacramento and visit the
offices of California legislators. Because of the COVID-19 pandemic, this
year's event will be entirely online.

Morning: training on the slate of policy initiatives.
Lunchtime: entertainment break.
Early afternoon: visits with California legislators in separate online
meeting rooms, each devoted to a different policy initiative. 

We are proud and honored to be working with a dynamic and diverse
coalition of social justice organizations. We are currently working to
focus the slate of bills we will be advocating at #DQ4D2020, but three of our
policy initiatives will be:

Voting Rights for People on Parole (McCarty)
ACA 6 / AB 646 would approve a proposed
constitutional amendment that would grant
parolees the right to vote and pave the way for a

mailto:errol@prisonerswithchildren.org
https://prisonerswithchildren.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=404&qid=26830
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www.freethevote2020.org

statewide vote on the amendment in November
2020.
Involuntary Servitude: Policy advocacy for the
removal of the exceptions clause to involuntary
servitude for the conviction of a crime from the
California constitution.
Reentry Housing: Policy advocacy for the funding of short and long
term housing solutions for formerly incarcerated people and Community
Based Organizations who provide various level of care and direct
services to directly and system impacted people.

Stay tuned for the full slate of DQ4D2020 bills and policies—coming soon!

Please join us! 
If you are interested in being part of this historic event, please RSVP here:
https://bit.ly/DQ4D2020OrgRSVP

For any questions or for more information, contact AOUON Senior Organizer,
Bridget Cervelli, bridget@prisonerswithchildren.org

AOUON Community Engagement

A message from Senior Organizer Bridget Cervelli, CA Chapters:

As the obstacles faced by our community of currently and formerly incarcerated people
are magnified, All of Us or None is focused on making sure that we are at the table when
decisions are made about us. We know that our community, especially those currently
inside, have historically been forgotten and died unnecessarily in times of crisis, which is
why we will be unyielding in our demands for safety, security, shelter, and healthcare.
Chapters across California are demanding decarceral practices and early releases as well
as reentry plans that include housing and economic resources both locally and in
coalition with other directly impacted people and organizations at the state level.

We continue to reach out to our members inside, providing them with manuals that
include safety guides, how to demand proper coronavirus precautions inside carceral facilities, and how to
seek early release. Our chapters in the Bay Area, San Diego, and Los Angeles areas managed to unroll
rapid relief funding for directly impacted people, giving away tens of thousands of dollars between them.
We also continue important work that does not stop in the face of a pandemic like our campaigns to
ensure that our community is not undercounted in the 2020 census. 

While we miss the comradery and effectiveness of meeting in person, we have gotten creative with how
we pursue legislative and advocacy efforts. As everyone adapts to life in quarantine, we have made extra
efforts to engage in technological fixes and other creative interventions to solidify our presence in
discussions and decisions about our people. Especially in times of crisis, there can be no good decisions
about us without us.

https://freethevote2020.org/
https://prisonerswithchildren.ourpowerbase.net/sites/all/modules/civicrm/extern/url.php?u=405&qid=26830
mailto:bridget@prisonerswithchildren.org
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Rapid Response Emergency Fund and StopGap Housing
Campaign

As Dorsey discussed in his “Message from the Executive Director” above,
LSPC and All of Us or None have been supporting our community in multiple
ways, including gift cards for families directly impacted by the criminal legal
system, emergency housing for people released from jails and prisons,
creating self-help manuals, and producing advocacy and support webinars
online (see Family Unity Matters below), including how to receive financial
relief through the CARES Act.

LSPC Office Manager Tina Nunn (left) assists people
recently released from Santa Rita Jail on April 14, 2020.

AOUON Family Unity Matters
Coordinator Ivana Gonzales distributes
two-week hotel vouchers.

AOUON Organizers stand in front of Santa Rita Jail in
Dublin, CA with members of La Familia of Hayward, and
Building Opportunities for Self Sufficiency (BOSS) of
Oakland, who were distributing emergency kits to people
recently released.

AOUON Organizer Ali Birts, Jr.
discusses the current COVID-19
situation with a person released from
jail while providing safe housing with a
two-week hotel voucher.

Click here to DONATE to the Rapid Response Emergency Fund.

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/coronavirus/
https://youtu.be/0O4O-92eF5I
https://youtu.be/0O4O-92eF5I
https://bit.ly/AOUONEmergencyFundDONATIONS
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We’re also showing up on the streets to show support for community-based
solutions to the pandemic. AOUON was proud to ride in the caravan protest
from Oakland to Dublin to Free Them All Santa Rita on April 16, 2020.

For more information on how to support AOUON members inside and out of
incarceration, as well as family members, contact AOUON Senior Organizer
Bridget Cervelli at bridget@prisonerswithchildren.org

AOUON Sacramento

AOUON Sacramento is leading the advocacy for AB 2596, the VISION Act.
Authored by Assemblymember Rob Bonta (D-Oakland), The Voiding
Inequality and Seeking Inclusion for Our Immigrant Neighbors (VISION)
Act would protect individuals who were convicted as youth and have earned
release from the California Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation
(CDCR) and from jails from being directly transferred to immigration
authorities for deportation purposes.

“Once a Californian has paid their debt
to society, and earned their release
from our state prisons or jails, they
should be released back to society
rather than funneled into immigration
detention and deportation,” said Bonta.

AOUON Sac organized with
Decarcerate Sacramento and the Anti-Police Terror Project to submit a
motion through the Public Defenders office to release 421 incarcerated people
from Sacramento County Jail. In addition, Sacramento organizers came
together and raised money for an RV to pass out reentry supplies for people
being released from the Sacramento County Jail.

We are currently working on creating more permanent reentry housing,
organizing with community members from South Sacramento for possible
properties to develop a one-stop shop reentry community center for people
impacted by incarceration, lack of housing and resources, and mental health
issues.

https://a18.asmdc.org/press-releases/20200220-bonta-introduces-package-bills-protect-californians-civil-liberties
https://a18.asmdc.org/press-releases/20200220-bonta-introduces-package-bills-protect-californians-civil-liberties
https://a18.asmdc.org/press-releases/20200220-bonta-introduces-package-bills-protect-californians-civil-liberties
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AOUON Sac Senior Organizer Henry Ortiz: “We will continue to uplift our
members by doing monthly membership zoom meetings, weekly trauma
workshops, and biweekly organizing workshops that will be available through
Facebook live, a podcast, and video conferencing.

For more information about AOUON Sacramento, contact Senior Organizer
Henry Ortiz at: henry@prisonerswithchildren.org

AOUON National

National Newspaper!

All of Us or None has officially revived our
newspaper!
Check out a digital version of the April issue here!
And the May issue just came out this week here!

The newspaper, which will come out monthly, is a
platform to amplify the voices and stories of our
members. If you’re interested in sharing a personal
story — be it of triumph or hardship — please get
in touch with the newspaper editor Paula Lehman-
Ewing at paula@prisonerswithchildren.org

One Community, One Mic

AOUON is proud to announce our new live
online meetings: One Community, One Mic.
Produced and co-hosted by LSPC
Communications Fellow London Croudy, and
hosted by LSPC Executive Director Dorsey
Nunn, One Community, One Mic brings
together various AOUON Chapter leaders
from across the country to discuss issues
specific to our community.

RSVP to this weekly Zoom gathering here

Recorded sessions of past OCOM episode can be found here on the AOUON
Facebook page.

For more information about One Community, One Mic, contact London
Croudy at: london@prisonerswithchildren.org

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/NEWS-April2020.pdf
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/NEWS-MAY2020-web-1.pdf
mailto:paula@prisonerswithchildren.org
https://bit.ly/AOUON1Community1MicRSVP
https://www.facebook.com/pg/AOUON/videos/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/AOUON/videos/
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Want to get involved in other communities across the country? Contact one
of the many AOUON chapters:

Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact AOUON National Organizer
Oscar Flores to start one: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048

Family Unity Matters

While in-person Family Unity Gatherings have been postponed due the
COVID-19 pandemic, we are working to set up video meetings with families
of incarcerated folks to build community while teaching each other how to
advocate for our loved ones inside and out during this pandemic. 

The first FUM webinar—How to
Advocate for Your Incarcerated Loved
One—took place on April 10.

Click here to watch the video of
the webinar!

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/chapters/
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/chapters/
https://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/about/staff-directory/oscar-flores-2/
mailto:oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org
https://youtu.be/tK0dtbGHFoo
https://youtu.be/tK0dtbGHFoo
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Family Unity Matters Coordinator Ivana Gonzales
hosted the April webinar "How to Advocate for Your
Incarcerated Loved One"—watch here!

Check out all the legal self-help manuals and links
to other resources here on our website.

Click here to download the How to
Advocate for Yourself and
Your Loved One During COVID-19
manual!

FUM has also been a part of the Rapid Response project reaching out to
Community Giveback families and assisting them with gift cards to support
them through the financial challenges of COVID-19.

Unfortunately, our Lifelines classes had to be postponed due to COVID-19,
but we are looking forward to resuming them for the summer or as soon as
we get the go-ahead from prison officials.

For more information, contact Family Unity Matters Coordinator Ivana
Gonzales at:
ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036 x303.

Legal Advocacy

LSPC was one of the earliest voices
calling on the Governor and CDCR to
take aggressive measures to protect
the health and lives of incarcerated
people in response to the coronavirus
pandemic. We sent out a list of
demands and prepared a Self-
Advocacy Guide for incarcerated
people that includes a Petition for
Release. We mailed the guide to all of
our All of Us or None in-custody
members and shared it with the
Inmate Advisory Councils, Inmate Family Councils, and our community allies.
We also provided links to critical COVID-19 resources on our website. We
continue to work with local activists to press for releases from prisons and
county jails to avert a health crisis in these facilities.

LSPC is also advocating legislative reform to make it easier for relatives to

http://youtu.be/tK0dtbGHFoo
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/coronavirus/
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/coronavirus/
https://bit.ly/COVID19FamAdvocacyManual
https://bit.ly/COVID19FamAdvocacyManual
https://bit.ly/COVID19FamAdvocacyManual
https://bit.ly/COVID19FamAdvocacyManual
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/coronavirus/
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get placements of dependent children despite conviction or arrest histories.
We need your input to make sure our proposals truly address the problem, so
if you have experienced this issue, please contact Staff Attorney Rita Himes
at: rita@prisonerswithchildren.org.

While visitation has been suspended statewide due to the coronavirus
pandemic, LSPC continues to work on California prison visitation issues for
the long term, including denials of contact visits with children due to a sex-
related conviction even if it did not involve the children seeking visits. If you
have experienced this problem or if you have had other unjust denials of
contact or non-contact visitation, please contact us so we can try to find a
solution for you: rita@prisonerswithchildren.org

Welcome New Staff!

LSPC is proud and excited to announce new staff members!

AOUON Senior Organizer Henry Ortiz and AOUON Organizer Darryl Poole
have reinvigorated the AOUON Sacramento chapter, and have been doing
amazing work into coalitions to get people released from jails and supporting
them upon reentry during COVID-19.

As our staff expands, so does the amount of admin work! We are fortunate
that William "Tariq" Palmer joins as our new Financial Support Specialist.
Welcome!

AOUON Senior Organizer
Henry Ortiz

AOUON Organizer
Darryl Poole

Financial Support Specialist
Tariq Palmer
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Calendar

AOUON – One Community, One Mic
When: 12 Noon (PT), May 13, 2020
Where:
https://bit.ly/AOUON1Community1MicRSVP

Join us Wednesday, May 13 at Noon (Pacific)
for a very special One Community, One Mic
as we look to the national movement to
restore voting rights to millions of
disenfranchised citizens.

DIGITAL Quest for Democracy Advocacy Day
When: 10 A.M.-2P.M., Monday, May 18, 2020
Where: https://bit.ly/DQ4D2020OrgRSVP

At #DQ4D2020, hundreds of formerly-incarcerated
& convicted people, family members, & allies will
convene online for community, advocacy training,
and legislative visits to convince lawmakers to pass
a platform of bills to improve access to
employment, housing, and education, and to
restore our civil and human rights.

For more information, contact AOUON Organizer
Succatti Shaw at:
succatti@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7042

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Digital!

When: 6:30 P.M., May 21, 2020 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: https://lspc.zoom.us/j/92683469000

All people and family members directly impacted by the
criminal justice system are invited to join All of Us or
None at our monthly meeting the 3rd Thursday of each
month in Oakland, CA. We discuss local and state
legislation, plan community events, and strategize how to
advocate for our community in our own voices.

For more information contact Paul B.:
paul@prisonersiwithchildren.org / 415.255.7036

https://bit.ly/AOUON1Community1MicRSVP
https://bit.ly/DQ4D2020OrgRSVP
mailto:succatti@prisonerswithchildren.org
https://lspc.zoom.us/j/92683469000
https://lspc.zoom.us/j/92683469000
https://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/our-projects/allofus-or-none/
https://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/our-projects/allofus-or-none/
mailto:katie@prisonersiwithchildren.org
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LSPC's office will be closed until further notice.

Staff will be monitoring email and voice mail.

For general information, contact info@prisonerswithchildren.org /
415.255.7036

Donate to LSPC / All of Us or None here!

Like us on Facebook

https://lspc.zoom.us/j/92683469000

Click here to forward this email to a friend

https://prisonerswithchildren.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=1
https://www.facebook.com/LegalServicesPrisonersChildren
https://lspc.zoom.us/j/92683469000
https://lspc.zoom.us/j/92683469000
http://www.verticalresponse.com/landing/ef/?np/ac5b8567d7&utm_campaign=footer&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=footer
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