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Dorsey Nunn

Top: June 1, 2020 in Lafayette Square,
Washington D.C. as law enforcement accosted
peaceful protestors to clear the street for a
presidential photo op. Photo credit: R.
Schmidt/Agence France-Presse
Bottom: Donald Trump supporters are confronted

LSPC Newsletter, February 2021

The Opportunity to Eliminate
the Last Vestiges of Slavery
Message from the Executive Director

The white supremacist insurrection at the U.S.
Capitol Building on January 6, and the weak response
from both the police and the courts, has shined a
spotlight on the appearance of the dual justice
systems ingrained into the U.S. criminal legal
system. 
 
We saw a police presence extremely underprepared
and ill-equipped to deal with a Trump campaign-
funded group who have been openly organizing

violent action online for weeks. None of the snipers on the roof or
the legions of troops I saw when I participated in the Million Man
March. None of the coordinated beatings and use of chemical
warfare on Black people peacefully protesting police violence, or
registering to vote.
 

The white people who stormed
Congress, who assaulted cops and
killed one, who roamed the halls
calling on the assassination of
members of Congress, are being
released to home supervision?
Kalief Bowder spent three years in
Rikers–two in solitary–on the
suspicion of stealing a backpack.
Peaceful protestors and journalists
at Trump’s Inauguration
were kettled by cops and charged
with 70 years for terrorism and
sedition. During the course of the
George Floyd protests last
summer–over 93% of which were
peaceful–over 14,000 people were
arrested. 
 
Now it’s looking like the instigator
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by Capitol Police officers outside the Senate
Chamber inside the Capitol on Jan. 6, 2021 in
Washington. Photo credit: Manuel Balce
Ceneta/AP Photos

Young Dorsey (bottom) with family
visiting him at San Quentin State
Prison in the late 1970's.

of the insurrection, the former
president, will not even be
convicted, despite the world
watching his attempted coup in
real time. 
 
While these events illuminated to many Americans that Justice is
not blind, many Black, Brown, Asian, Indigenous, and all
communities of color have known for centuries—from the two-
tiered punishment for runaway indentured whites and enslaved
Blacks in the 1600's to the Tulsa Massacre in 1921 and on to now
—that Justice constantly weights the scale in favor of the rich and
the white. 

My mother experienced this two-tier
system herself watching the 1979 trial of
Dan White for the murder of George
Moscone and Harvey Milk. She was living
with some of her sons, myself and some
of my brothers, all incarcerated in
California prisons for much less, when
she saw the former cop get a reduced
sentence due to “depression-induced
diminished capacity.” 
 
“Where’s the Twinkie defense for my
family?” she’d ask me as I sat in San Quentin under the felony
murder rule, in which you’re convicted of murder regardless of
whether you actually did it. 
 
The current Justice system isn’t an impartial machine with a few
bad parts that need replacing, just as the police doesn’t have a few
bad apples that are spoiling a perfectly good barrel. Both have
racism and oppression baked in. 
 
As the Reverend Dr. King, Jr. wrote from the Birmingham jail, “An
unjust law is a code that a numerical or power majority group
compels a minority group to obey but does not make binding on
itself. This is difference made legal.” 
 
The systemic racism now flies in all our faces as plain as a
Confederate flag paraded through the Capitol.  
 
That is why we’ve always focused our collective legal and
grassroots efforts in rooting out all vestiges of slavery, involuntary
servitude, and Jim Crow. Because all of those signature features of
the U.S. Justice system were legal. And some still are. 
 

Over the past five years,
we’ve restored voting rights to
over 115,000 people with

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2020-VR-Report-Final.pdf
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2020-VR-Report-Final.pdf
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AOUON Senior Organizer Ali Birts Jr.
explains the importance of Prop 17 to
voters in Oakland, CA. October, 2020.

conviction histories: from suing
the Secretary of State to recognize
people on community supervision
in 2015, to spearheading the
state-wide campaign last year to
pass Prop 17 and restore voting
rights for 50,000 Californians with
felony convictions.  
 
But the two-tiered system
continues in our campaigns as

well–while legislators can disenfranchise citizens with the stroke of
a pen, we've had to invest hundreds of thousands of dollars and
hours to claw back our rights. Now we’re working nationally, too,
as All of Us or None chapters across the country continue to
campaign against Jim Crow-era felony disenfranchisement in each
of their states. 
 
In addition to felony disenfranchisement, the vestiges of slavery
still remain in our society. While Ava DuVernay’s
documentary 13th opened many eyes to the enshrinement of
slavery in the U.S. Constitution, many states also have free prison
labor encoded into their founding documents, including California.

We’re currently campaigning to pass a constitutional amendment
to strip Article 1, Section 6 of the “Involuntary Servitude”
exception, and rewrite it to read “Slavery and involuntary servitude
are prohibited.” 
 
We need more than words to manifest a moral compass. Removing
slavery from our constitution will provide the legal basis to
recognize that all people–convicted or exonerated, incarcerated or
released–are people first. 
 
Hopefully, now that
everyone can clearly see the
systemic racism of the
current criminal legal
system, it will be easier to
uproot. Removing slavery from our constitution is not the end
goal–it’s actually just the first step. Then we’ll have to root out the
weeds of racism from every corner, starting with the prison
industrial complex. 
 

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2020-VR-Report-Final.pdf
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There’s still much work to be done, and we still need support from
our entire community. We invite you to join our campaign to end
involuntary servitude, either here in California, or elsewhere
through the Abolish Slavery National Network. This is the next
stage of the march for our human and civil rights, and we still must
march shoulder to shoulder. 
 

Thank You For All Your Support!

All of the staff at LSPC would like to send a sincere and heartfelt
thank you to everyone that donated last year. Each contribution
received helps to end mass incarceration and deliver relief to those
most impacted by the justice system.

A special shout out to those supporters who contribute regularly
through our Sustaining Giving Program. If you would like to learn
how to join our Sustaining Giving Program, contact Eric Norman
at eric@prisonerswithchildren.org.

Stay tuned to see how your contributions will make change in
2021!

 

Policy Update 

2021 Legislative Campaigns 
 

Our Policy Team is already working

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billTextClient.xhtml?bill_id=202120220ACA3
https://abolishslavery.us/
mailto:eric@prisonerswithchildren.org
mailto:eric@prisonerswithchildren.org
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Our Digital Quest for Democracy in 2020
helped pass Prop 17, restoring voting
rights to 50K Californians. Just imagine
what our collective efforts will accomplish
this year!

overtime to craft our legislative
campaigns for 2021! New Policy
Manager Joanna Theolene, our
2021 “Elder” Freeman Policy
Fellows, coordinators from All of
Us or None and Family Unity
Matters, and our legal team are
working with legislators and ally
organizations to push forward with
our policy platform, which
includes: 

Abolishing the vestiges of
slavery and indentured
servitude in California’s
constitution, 
Ensuring families have the
right to visit incarcerated
loved ones and be treated
with respect and human dignity, 
Removing barriers to reentry through Ban the Box / Fair
Chance hiring and housing policies and sentencing reform, 
Eliminating burdensome court-imposed fines and fees 

Stay tuned for some exciting announcements and opportunities to
get involved soon! 

Is your organization interested in supporting our policy campaigns?
Contact LSPC Policy Manager Joanna Theolene at:
policy@prisonerswithchildren.org 
 
 
2020 Legislative Wins 
 
LPSC worked on many legislative campaigns at various levels of
involvement, from co-sponsoring, to working on coalition, to
providing support. Below are some highlights of the 2020
Legislative cycle, with a full list of successful legislation, including
descriptions, is available here. 
 
VOTING RIGHTS / PROP 17!!! 
The passage of Prop 17 on November 3,
2020 resulted in the restoration of voting
rights for 50,000 Californians on felony
parole. The proposition, which passed
with 60% of the vote, was the
culmination of over two years of
dedicated campaigning, beginning with
LSPC co-sponsoring ACA 6 in early
2019. 

https://legalservicesforprisonersw.box.com/s/x4kkula5gn45ksxjs23goc4b0yrmdjhf
https://legalservicesforprisonersw.box.com/s/x4kkula5gn45ksxjs23goc4b0yrmdjhf
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See our Free the Vote 2020 report here,
which includes how LSPC restored voting
rights for 115,000 Californians over the
past 5 years, as well as supported
formerly incarcerated-led campaigns in
Florida and Louisiana. 
 
Other legislation that LSPC either co-sponsored or supported
included:

CDCR Prison Conditions 
• Pregnant incarcerated people
• Right to confidential legal calls
• Prison closures
• The Transgender Respect, Agency, and Dignity Act
 
Immigration Detention Conditions  
• Private immigration detention facilities
 
Release from Prison 
• Elderly parole
• Compassionate release
• Parole period for determinate sentences
 
Reentry Issues 
• Restored voting rights to people on parole - Prop 17 
• California MAT Re-Entry Incentive Program 
• Speed up CalFresh benefits upon reentry 
• Ban the Box in Education (College/University Applications)
• Petition to terminate sex offender registration
• Sex offender registration exemptions 
• Background Checks for volunteers 
 
Family Law 
• Child Support Payment Reform
• Child support obligation suspended during incarceration after 90 days
• Alternative consequences for failure to pay child support 
 
Criminal Law, Sentencing, and Challenges to Convictions 
• Repeal of 23 criminal fees and elimination of prior debt for those fees 
• Sets maximum terms for probation for misdemeanors and certain felonies 
• Decriminalizes possession of hypodermic needle or syringe
• Incarcerated firefighters eligible for dismissal of conviction
• California Racial Justice Act - can't convict on basis of race, ethnicity or national origin 
• Peremptory challenges in jury selection (cannot use race, etc. for dismissal from jury)

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/2020-VR-Report-Final.pdf
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• Court-initiated misdemeanor diversion
• Automatic clearing of DOJ arrest and conviction records
 
Juvenile Court 
• School-to-Prison Pipeline - no “voluntary probation” programs
• Allows access to specified sealed juvenile records to certify victim helpfulness
• Sealing of juvenile records
• Counties must update Department of Justice supervised release files
• Police interrogation of minors - must consult attorney before waiving Miranda rights
• Juvenile justice realignment - no more DJJ 
• Allows access to sealed juvenile court records to assess minor’s competence
• Eliminates past debt for juvenile fees
 
Death Penalty 
• Death penalty for intellectually disabled - ability to petition  
• California Racial Justice Act - death penalty prohibited if violation
• State Public Defender’s office - modification of duties
 
Policing 
• Evaluation of peace officers must include explicit and implicit bias and job descriptions must
deemphasize the paramilitary aspects of the job
• Creation of Sheriff Oversight Board
• Prohibits chokeholds
• Require state prosecutor to investigate police killings of unarmed civilians
• Prohibition of frivolous / racist 911 Calls
• Prohibits camouflage or military-style law enforcement uniforms
 
Other 
• Task force on reparations for African Americans
 

AOUON Community Engagement 
 
Community Giveback 

The 2020 Community Giveback faced significant challenges, given
the pandemic and social distancing. We could not hold the event at
our usual location at the Onetta Harris Community Center in Menlo
Park, and so instead organizer Tina Nunn invited families to visit
the Freedom and Movement Center in Oakland, with appointments
spread out over two days. There, children picked out their bicycles
and plush toys–given in the name of their incarcerated parent–and
also took photos to send to their loved ones inside. The pandemic
or even a slight spell of rain couldn’t stop us from keeping families
connected this year! 
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LSPC Receptionist and Administrative Assistant Hudah Mukabii
said, “Last year’s bike giveaway was my first introduction to LSPC’s
Community Giveback, where I was able to witness firsthand the
impact our organization brings to the community. About 85% of
my work involves sorting and answering letters from our
incarcerated comrades, and I can tell you firsthand the tremendous
gratitude that is expressed by our brothers and sisters inside when
they know their part of gifting their loved ones with a brand-new
bike.” 

LSPC thanks Turning Wheels for Kids of Silicon Valley, the CAN-DO
Foundation, and all the people who have donated bicycles, bears,
and monetary gifts to make this year’s Community Giveback a

https://turningwheelsforkids.org/about/
https://www.candoclemency.com/
https://www.candoclemency.com/
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success. Keeping families connected is one of the most important
ways we triumph over the prison-industrial complex, and we
couldn’t do it without your help. 

For more information about the Community Giveback, contact
LSPC Office Manager and Community Giveback Coordinator Tina
Nunn at: tina@prisonerswithchildren.org 
 
 
AOUON National 
 
National Newspaper! 
 
The second year of the AOUON
Newspaper is off and running! 
Under the experienced guidance and
wonderful work of Editor Paula Lehman-
Ewing, the February edition is at the
printers right now, with print copies off
to be mailed to our currently
incarcerated members. The latest issue
will be available on our website soon!

Past issues are also available on our
website.
 
The AOUON Newspaper, which comes out
monthly, is a platform to amplify the voices and stories of our
members. If you’re interested in sharing a personal story—be it of
triumph or hardship—please get in touch with the newspaper editor
Paula Lehman-Ewing at paula@prisonerswithchildren.org 

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/aouon-newspaper/
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/aouon-newspaper/
mailto:paula@prisonerswithchildren.org
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AOUON National Chapters 
 
Want to get involved in other communities across the
country? Contact one of the many AOUON chapters: 
 

 
Don’t see an AOUON chapter near you? Contact AOUON National
Organizer Oscar Flores to start
one: oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048 
 
 
Family Unity Matters 

In the fall of 2020, LSPC/AOUON helped form a coalition of directly
and system impacted individuals and groups to address the ways
mass criminalization and incarceration have impacted families. We
decided to initially focus on visits with incarcerated people, with a
goal of making visiting a right rather than a privilege. 
 
For weeks, we shared our
experiences and rewrote laws to
ensure that visits will be frequent,
free or affordable, and family-
friendly. We ended up with our
2021 Family Unity Bill, which
makes visiting a right of
incarcerated people and their
family members; limits the reasons
visits can be denied (only

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/chapters/
https://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/about/staff-directory/oscar-flores-2/
mailto:oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org
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Above: art collaboration between currently
incarcerated artist Felix “Phill” Rosado &
outside activist Kate DeCiccio.

inadequate identifying information
and serious abuses of visiting
privileges); increases the
frequency of visits and phone
access, including video calls; establishes screening and supervision
standards so visits are respectful and predictable; provides for
visiting advocates and judicial review so visiting rights are
enforceable; and requires transportation subsidies for family
members of people who are incarcerated far from their loved
ones. 
 
Assemblymember Rob Bonta has agreed to author our bill, which
will be introduced by mid-February. Our bill is sponsored by
Coalition for Family Unity, Legal Services for Prisoners with
Children, A New Way of Life, All of Us or None, the Bail Project,
California Families Against Solitary Confinement, California Families
Rise, California’s Impacted Families Project, Community Works,
CURYJ, Drop LWOP, East Bay Family Defenders, Essie Justice,
Fathers & Families of San Joaquin, FUEL, From the Inside Out,
Place4Grace, Pride in Truth, Root & Rebound, Silicon Valley DeBug,
Starting Over, Inc., and Young Women’s Freedom Center, Felony
Murder Elimination Project.

Meanwhile, the coalition and
LSPC's Family Unity Matters are
working on two other family-
related bills. First, we are
participating in an effort to make it
easier for incarcerated parents to
get in-person visits (rather than
just phone or video calls) with
their children who are in the child
welfare system. Second, we are
again working with Starting Over,
Inc.'s Family Reunification Equity
and Empowerment (FREE) project
to pass legislation that would
make it easier for people with
conviction histories to get relative
children placed with them.   
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One Community, One Mic brings together
all of the national AOUON chapters
together for in-depth discussion and
strategy sharing. Look for the biweekly
forum to resume this March!

If you are interested in supporting any of these efforts, please
contact Ivana Gonzales, Family Unity Coordinator,
at ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org. 

 

2020 Webinars

In addition to the biweekly AOUON
One Community, One Mic forums
(available for viewing here on the
AOUON Facebook page), LSPC, All
of Us or None, and the Family
Unity Project conducted several
informational webinars over the
year, including: 
 
How to Conduct an Online
Legislative Visit 
 
How to Advocate for Your
Currently Incarcerated Loved One 
 
How to Seek a Job with a Conviction History: A Fair Chance Hiring
Webinar 
 
Ensuring Relief Under a New Criminal Administrative Fee Repeal: A
Debt Free Justice CA Webinar 
 
Cómo Defender a mi Ser Querido Encarcelado durante COVID-19 y
las Detenciones de ICE 
 

The Family Unity Project also
organized several workshops
centered around self-care for
family members and the caregivers
of children of incarcerated parents.
These workshops were not
recorded for purposes of
confidentiality. For more
information about upcoming
workshops, contact Family Unity

Matters Coordinator Ivana Gonzales at: 
ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036 x303. 

 

Welcome New Staff! 

mailto:ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org
https://www.facebook.com/AOUON/videos/
https://www.facebook.com/AOUON/videos/
https://youtu.be/5onLTukYlKo
https://youtu.be/5onLTukYlKo
https://fb.watch/3s44DB8On-/
https://fb.watch/3s44DB8On-/
https://youtu.be/6EMD8r5N3pk
https://youtu.be/6EMD8r5N3pk
https://youtu.be/Sm_ooa75Szs
https://youtu.be/Sm_ooa75Szs
https://fb.watch/3s2QlUw1_Z/
https://fb.watch/3s2QlUw1_Z/
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Debra Slone 
Staff Attorney 
 
I am a Los Angeles native and a graduate of
UCLA and UC Hastings College of Law. I grew
up in a politically active family. I was in private
practice from 1992, primarily as a family law,
dependency and criminal defense counsel. I
love being here and working for freedom and
justice. 
 
 
Kellie Walters 
Staff Attorney 
 

Kellie Walters graduated from DePaul
University with a baccalaureate in Sociology in
2001. She then spent two years working as a
domestic violence counselor in an emergency
shelter before beginning her legal education at
The John Marshall Law School in January 2003.
During that time, she was an intern at The
John Marshall Fair Housing Legal Clinic for four
semesters and spent several semesters

employed as a legal research assistant.

In 2006, Walters obtained her Juris Doctor degree and was
admitted to the Illinois Bar. Later that year, she enrolled in
Northwestern Lewis and Clark Law School in Portland, Oregon,
where she obtained her LL.M. in Environmental and Natural
Resources Law. During that time, she wrote her LL.M. thesis on the
oil drilling in southeast Nigeria, its effect on the Ogoni tribe, and
the ongoing litigation. She also taught seminars at the Portland
Community College about the relationship between Environmental
Law and Human Rights.

Upon returning to Chicago, she worked with the Civil Rights Center
litigating cases involving police misconduct until they closed their
doors in 2009. Ms. Walters then started The Walters Law Firm,
focusing on criminal defense and civil rights cases. From 2015
through 2020, Ms. Walters began working as a supervising
attorney for the housing section at UIC - The John Marshall Law
School Domestic Violence and Family Law Clinic. In 2021, she
began working as a Staff Attorney with LSPC and she's really
excited to work on the policy side of civil rights matters. 
 
 

Joanna Theolene 
Policy Manager 



Feb. E-News: The Opportunity to End Modern-Day Slavery

http://hosted-p0.vresp.com/325464/c11a30e576/ARCHIVE[2/11/21, 7:41:58 AM]

 
My name is Joanna and I grew up in sunny
SoCal! My twin sister and I were born to a
young mother who was kind enough to plan to
have us and offer us up for adoption. We were
adopted by immigrant parents who supported
us through hard work and by placing a value
on education.

After graduating with a Juris Doctorate
and a Masters in Public Administration, I
moved to Sacramento in order to advance my
career experience in the legal, policy, and
administrative fields. I have a deep passion for advocacy—it is very
personal for me. I believe in encouraging and uplifting my
community. As a result, I have found myself deeply aligned with
many causes and am humbled at the opportunity to bring my life’s
experience to our LSPC/AOUON family. 

Mei Lia Storelee 
Financial Operations Assistant 
 

My name is Mei Lia. I was born and raised in
the Bay Area. I am formerly incarcerated and,
before working at LSPC I worked at Insight
Gardening Program. As a woman whose family
and children were deeply affected by my being
in and out of incarceration, I am passionate
about being a part of a movement that directly
helps people who are or were incarcerated.

I know the struggles of the revolving door of the judicial system
and strongly believe that re-placing jails and prisons with programs
to help people regardless of their past will help our society and
next generation to have a life without being constantly shadowed
by their past. 
 
 

Welcome 2021 LSPC “Elder” Freeman
Policy Fellows! 
 
Jeronimo Cuauhtemoc Aguilar 
 
I am honored to have been selected to
complete the 2021 Elder Freeman Policy
Fellowship. As a Chicano growing up in the bay
area and later the Sacramento valley, I
experienced the weight of a system that
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criminalizes black, brown, and low-income
communities.

Losing many family members to the prison
industrial complex, as well as my own
experience with incarceration as a youth and
young adult, I became radicalized and
determined to make a difference for not only my people and
community, but for humanity as a whole.

Now as a man of faith and conviction I feel my calling is to
continue to advocate for those incarcerated and impacted by a
system that profits off of people's suffering. I'm looking forward to
learning and growing and maximizing this opportunity for the
greater good. 
 
 
Jesse Burleson 
 

Jesse is Black and Latino and has been in and
out of confinement since age 8 for various
activities. He was imprisoned for “life” at age
18 for homicide in 1987. In 2018 Jesse was
released through support from the children of
his victim. 
 
During his confinement Jesse became
enlightened and joined circles of knowledge,

studying history, religion, philosophy and law. He freelanced in
litigation, took college courses, and advocated for social change
amongst peers. 
 
Jesse wants to fight for those still on the inside and in 2021 joined
LSPC because he believes LSPC is an organization committed to
empowering formerly incarcerated people, by providing the
education and experience needed to gain positions leading towards
real power to change laws that directly impact the economically
disadvantaged and people of color. Jesse says that “American
slavery” exists inside the penal system and advocates for its
abolishment along with all “extreme sentencing laws.” 

Ronald “Elder” Freeman was a legendary revolutionary pillar in the Bay Area, a
lifelong Freedom Fighter in the Black Liberation Struggle and an original member
of the Southern California chapter of the Black Panther Party. This fellowship
honors his work and legacy.
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Interested in the "Elder" Freeman Policy Fellowship? Check out the information on
our website here and apply when the application window opens in the fall!

 

CALENDAR

AOUON – Oakland Meeting – Digital!

When: 6:30 P.M., Feb. 18, 2021 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting
 

All people and family members directly
impacted by the criminal justice system are
invited to join All of Us or None at our monthly
meeting the 3rd Thursday of each month in
Oakland, CA. We discuss local and state
legislation, plan community events, and
strategize how to advocate for our community
in our own voices.
 

For more information contact Paul B.:
paulb@prisonersiwithchildren.org / 415.255.7036
 

LSPC's office will be closed until further notice.

Staff will be monitoring email and voice mail.

For general information, contact
info@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036
 

Donate to LSPC / All of Us or None here!

Like us on Facebook
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://prisonerswithchildren.org/elder-freeman-policy-fellowship/
https://prisonerswithchildren.org/elder-freeman-policy-fellowship/
https://bit.ly/AOUONGeneralMeeting
https://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/our-projects/allofus-or-none/
https://prisonerswithchildren.ourpowerbase.net/civicrm/contribute/transact?reset=1&id=1
https://www.facebook.com/LegalServicesPrisonersChildren
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https://lspc.zoom.us/j/92683469000

 
 
 
 
 

Click here to forward this email to a friend

https://lspc.zoom.us/j/92683469000
https://lspc.zoom.us/j/92683469000
http://www.verticalresponse.com/landing/ef/?np/c11a30e576&utm_campaign=footer&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=footer
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