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All Of Us Or NONe
All of Us or None is an organizing movement started by people who have been in prison in order to challenge the pervasive 
discrimination that formerly incarcerated people, people in prison, and our family members face. Our goal is to strengthen the 
voices of people most affected by mass incarceration and the growth of the prison industrial complex. Through our grassroots 
organizing, we will build a powerful political movement to win full restoration of our human and civil rights. 

It’s becoming a common trope: Haven’t we 
fought this battle already? Our nation was 
founded on the belief that you only pay into a 
system if you receive representation in return. 
Yet it has only been recently that some states 
have considered amending laws that keep 
millions of citizens disenfranchised because of 
their conviction history. Page 8

A Cunning Past: How 
America Betrayed 
Democracy
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As members of All of Us or None, we pledge: 
• To demand the right to speak in our 
own voices 
• To treat each other with respect and not 
allow differences to divide us 
• To accept responsibility for any acts that 
may have caused harm to our families, our 
communities or ourselves. 
• To fight all forms of discrimination 

• To help build the economic stability of 
formerly-incarcerated people 
• To claim and take care of our own chil-
dren and our families 
• To support community struggles to stop 
using prisons as the answer to social prob-
lems
• To play an active role in making our 
communities safe for everyone. 
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About the Artist: 
Cover Image

“Words are Effective” 
is the work of Criss 
(Christobal) Garcia, 
an artist imprisoned 
at California State 
Prison, Corcoran. 
This month’s 
issue focuses 
disenfranchisement. 
Criss’ work has a 
number powerful 
phrases that speak 
to the determination 
of directly impacted 
people to regain 
their political voices, 

but this image was chosen for an almost hidden detail: a 
star with the word “MAN” emerging from the prisoner’s 
mouth. It is the connection between having a voice and 
restoring an individual’s humanity that makes the battle 
for voting rights worth fighting to the bitter end.
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A Note From AOUON Founding Member Dorsey Nunn

I do not know why I thought it was 
going to be so simple to secure the 
right to vote for disenfranchised 

formerly incarcerated people in 
California. After all, I lived in a state 
where the Democratic Party holds a 
super majority in the state legislature. I 
live in a state that the rest of the country 
refers to as “the Left Coast.” I never 
thought I would be still be engaged 
in pursuing something so just for 
over 25 years. I have made too many 
speeches to count, attended too many 
demonstrations to remember, filed too 
many lawsuits to still be waiting for my 
comrades to have the right to vote and a 
real voice in our public affairs.

As I approach the winter of my life, I 
can’t help to think about the frivolous 
ways I have wasted time. The most 
obvious was the long prison sentence, 
the next was several years I spent as an 
addict. But I also had to consider the less 
obvious, like the time I spent learning 
about the Boston Tea Party. Especially, 
if the not so obvious set me on a course 
of action that has caused me to pursue 
the right to vote for so long and in so 
many different ways. Maybe I should 
have spent that time in elementary 
school learning that outside jump shot 
or chasing some little girl I thought I 
loved. But the slogan associated with the 
Boston Tea Party — no taxation without 
representation — filled me with such a 
sense of self-righteousness. 

The history of Black people in this 
country solidifies my commitment to 
this journey to secure the full restoration 
of voting rights, including the right to 
vote for people on parole. Our ancestral 

journey prepared us 
to resist when faced 
with poll taxes or 
literacy examinations. 

We did not stop 
when faced with club 
wielding police, tear 
gas and police on 
horses in the effort 
to cross the Edmund 
Pettus Bridge; a 
bridge that I find so 
historically significant 
that I walked over it 
on three different occasions; a bridge 
that has kept me focused on what I 
need to do make me, my family and my 
community more politically relevant. 

I really thought the outcome of the 
2000 presidential election between Al 
Gore and George Bush would wake 
everyone up to the importance of 
dismantling felony disenfranchisement. 
It was an election that was determined 
in Florida by 5 electoral votes, an 
election where 23.3% of the Black 
vote was eliminated due to felony 
disenfranchisement. It was painful to 
have to wait almost 18 years after that 
for Amendment 4 to pass in Florida. 

When that moment came, though, 
it was worth the wait. We had built an 
army hungry for the right to vote. Just 
prior to the midterms, we transported 
a thousand people into Florida. We 
knocked on 1,800 doors, emailed 
10,000 people and texted 70,000 to help 
Amendment 4 pass. In doing so, we 
helped secure the right to vote for over a 
million disenfranchised people.

It seems that we are exerting an 

enormous amount of energy to secure 
the right to vote for 50,000 people 
on parole in California. Over the 
course of this lifetime, I’ve grown to 
understand that my single vote does 
not only belong to me, but to my family, 
to my community, to children in my 
community not old enough to vote, to 
the immigrants that can’t vote and to 
my who are locked away in cages and 
are not allowed to vote. 

Sometimes my enthusiasm for justice 
simplifies complicated matters. I fight 
for voting rights, but I believe my civil 
and human rights are intertwined 
and inseparable. The original march 
across the Edmund Pettus Bridge was 
not only to secure the right to vote but 
also to protest the murder of Jimmy 
Lee Jackson, who died at the hands of 
law enforcement. The intersection of 
civil and human rights is undeniably 
complicated and the status quo does not 
yield to progress simply because it is fair 
or right, but the moral arch will always 
bend, however slowly, towards justice.

Dorsey at the Freedom Rides Museum in Montgomery.
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On a typical, foggy Bay Area 
morning, Ali stood outside 
Santa Rita Jail passing out 

vouchers for stop-gap housing, a 
temporary solution to a very real 
problem that he knew all too well: 
As incarcerated individuals are 
released to reduce overcrowding 
during the coronavirus pandemic, 
many of them would have nowhere 
to go and likely end up homeless.

After learning the Alameda 
County Sheriff ’s Department would 
be releasing 100 people from Santa 
Rita, Legal Services for Prisoners 
with Children (LSPC) and All of Us 
or None mobilized a community 

giving effort and raised enough 
money to purchase a block of 50 
motel rooms for two weeks.  

So, decked out in protective 
gear and an All of Us or None 
sweatshirt, Ali stood in front of 
the jail distributing vouchers and 
talking to men there about getting 
connected and taking this time to 
figure out a plan. 

“If you’re tired of this going in and 
out of jail stuff, there’s another way,” 
he told one individual. 

“You’re at a critical situation in your 
life,” he told another. “We got you 
two weeks in this motel and you are 
going to need to figure out what your 

next move is. That’s what you should 
be doing up in that room, OK?” 

One might wonder why someone 
who spent more than half of his life 
in and out of correctional facilities 
would volunteer to stand outside a 
jail during a pandemic and do this. 
Ali had never been incarcerated in 
Santa Rita, but while the building 
was different, the faces coming out 
were familiar. 

“Somebody like me — someone 
who had a drug addiction growing 
up, was in and out of prison — if 
someone had given me resources 
back then, I may not have spent 

Staring at a life sentence and motivated by his daughter, Ali 
started mapping out a new way of survival if he ever got re-
leased. Photo credit: TaSin Sabir

Ali

Spotlight

 continues on next page
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38 years of my life locked up,” he 
said. “Somebody helped me, so I 
know I gotta go out there and help 
somebody else.” 

He added, “It was an honor and 
a pleasure to talk to people and let 
them know you can do better things 
with your life.” 

Ali and other volunteers from 
LSPC signed up about 35 people 
for membership, ensuring they’d 
receive future resources. Having 
been a community organizer for 
years, Ali estimated about five to 10 
would stick around. 

“The person has to want to be 
helped first,” he explained.  

Reaching that point comes at 
different times for different people. 
Some people can go to prison once, 
get out and turn their life around. For 
Ali, it took 10 trips there and back.  

He was born in Menlo Park but 
moved to Mountain View as a 
teenager. He was the only Black 
person at his high school and he 
was constantly abused by racist 
classmates. At a certain point, he 
started to fight back. He got addicted 
to drugs shortly after that. Between 
his two coping mechanisms, 
he began building a substantial 
conviction history. 

Each time Ali would come out of 
prison or jail, he went back to the 
only way he knew how to survive. 
He was never given resources to 
support him in finding a job or 
information on where to go after 
release. So he would go back to the 
people and life that he knew which, 
in turn, led to the same place every 
time: prison.  

“When you’re desperate, you resort 
to things you know, even if you know 
they’re not the right thing,” he said. 
“I wish I had somebody around 
back then offering me some type of 
information or resources so I wouldn’t 
have to resort to the only things I 
knew how to do and get rearrested.” 

Ali’s cycle of incarceration went 
on for years until finally he was 
arrested with a gun in his possession, 
earning him a third strike. He had 
a nine-year-old daughter at the 
time and was looking at 32-to-life. 
Ali and his daughter kept in touch. 
She would visit him in the Vacaville 
state prison, they 
wrote to each other 
frequently, and she 
sent him pictures 
from Africa when 
she lived there as 
a foreign exchange 
student.  

“She made me 
realize I wanted my 
name to be mentioned 
as somebody that 
did something that 
was meaningful 
and affected a lot of 
people in a positive 
way,” he said. “She 
started showing me 
the world through her 
eyes, and I knew I had 
to get out of there.” 

He started studying 
politics, history, 
philosophy, religion 
and the law. In July 
2013, he petitioned 
for release under 

Proposition 36 and was resentenced 
to 13 years. Having already served 
19, he was released without parole.  

Unlike the times Ali had walked 
out of prison before, this time he had 
a plan. He wouldn’t go back to the 
same neighborhood and the same 
people -- even if it meant sleeping in 
his car, which he did for a time. He 
also participated in Project ReMade, 
an entrepreneurship training 
program for formerly incarcerated 
people run by Stanford Law School. 
Eventually, Ali developed his own 
mobile auto detailing business. 

Ali met with individuals being released from Santa Rita 
Jail to provide resources and some been-there-done-
that advice. Photo credit: Ivana Gonzales

 ALI -- continue on page 16
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Democracy in California is 
an illusion.

Those in power want us 
to believe that every voice matters, 
but the truth is voter suppression is 
a constant reality that exposes the 
hypocrisy of democracy in this so-
called “land of the free.”  

I do not consider myself “political” 
by any means. I just know what 
feels right and what feels wrong, 
what is just and what is unjust. This 
may sound hypocritical coming 
from someone who committed 
wrongdoing and unjustly harmed his 
community, but it’s exactly because I 
once stood on the side of tyranny and 
social exclusion that I can credibly 
speak on it. In my youth, I harmed 
my community, which is why 
today I am steadfastly committed 
to healing my community. I owe 
it to my community to assertively 
challenge all forms of harm and 
discrimination, including political 
oppression.

While incarcerated for 25 years 
I reflected on the injustices I 
committed against my community 
and worked very hard toward 
turning my life around. If I can 
make positive changes and do the 
right thing, so can California. Life 
experience has shown me that it is 
never too late to change. California 
can do better. 

The Parole Board and Governor 

B r o w n 
deemed me 
safe enough 
to return 
to the free 
community, 
so why am I 
not deemed 
safe enough 
to vote? I 
love my 
community 
but I feel like 
a second-
class citizen. 
I cannot and 
will not feel 
free as long 
as the political shackles of voter 
suppression continues to constrain 
my voice. I am in exile in my own 
country, an outsider looking in. I 
dream of the day when I can legally 
and rightfully cast the ballot and 
fully serve my community with the 
rights and duties of full citizenship. 

In California, 50,000 voices, 
voices primarily belonging to Black 
and Brown individuals, are silenced. 
These citizens do not have a voice in 

where their tax dollars go. They do 
not have a voice in the way resources 
are allocated in their communities. 
And they do not get to choose which 
politicians represent their districts. 
As long as the disenfranchisement 
of thousands of tax-paying citizens 
continues to plague California, we 
cannot honestly call our government 
a democracy. A true democracy 
includes the voices of all: Every voice 
should matter and every stakeholder 
should have a say in what happens 
to their communities.  

One of the major causes of the 
American Revolution was taxation 
without representation. Our 
country’s founders held the firm 
belief that no government should 

Written by J. Vasquez

“It is easy to control 
people when they think 

they are free.”

Vaszquez at the 2019 Digital Organizing Bootcamp hosted 
by the Formerly Incarcerated & Convicted People and 
Families Movement in Atlanta, Ga.  

Op-Ed: ACA6 and the Fight 
to End California’s Tyranny

 continues on next page
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tax its citizens unless those citizens 
have representation in the political 
process responsible for imposing 
those taxes. Political activist and 
American founding father James 
Otis declared that “taxation without 
representation is tyranny.” Other 
founders embraced this evident 
truth and fought to make their 
voices heard in determining where 
their tax dollars go. You would 
think that centuries later, in a 
progressive state such as California, 
voter suppression would be a thing 
of the past. Unfortunately, political 
tyranny is still at play in the Golden 
State, continuing to inflict harm on 
countless communities. 

It is wrong to suppress the voice of 
any tax-paying citizen and resident 
of California. Period! Citizens on 
parole in California are deprived of 
their right to vote. Why is that? What 
is the purpose for intentionally and 
systematically suppressing these 
voices, specifically?  

In searching for the answer, I went 
back to 1849 and read California’s 
first Constitution. Article II, Section 
1, states, “Every white male citizen...
shall be entitled to vote at all 
elections.” From the beginning, Black 
and Brown people were excluded 
from the political process. California’s 
state government was set up to 
legally and politically preserve the 
institutions of patriarchy and white 
supremacy. Women and people of 
color were intentionally subjugated. 
This historical fact is often and 
conveniently overlooked. Those in 
power control the narrative, so they 
want us to believe California’s myth 

that every citizen’s voice matters. 
Deception and manipulation are 
political tools that have been used for 
centuries to keep the masses ignorant 
of their subjugation. It is easy to 
control people when they think they 
are free.  

Some may argue that voter 
suppression is a thing of the past, 
and it is true that we have made 
some progress in allowing citizens’ 
voices to be heard. The Nineteenth 
Amendment gave women the right to 
vote. The Fifteenth and the Twenty-
fourth Amendments along with the 
Voting Rights Act of 1965 made 
it easier for Blacks to vote. These 

concessions by the United States 
government must be acknowledged 
and commended. However, it must 
also be acknowledged that these 
concessions only came about due 
to years of political activism by 
suppressed voices and oppressed 
people. History has shown us that 
those in control of the political 
process do not give up power 
willingly. The right to vote must be 
demanded. As long as there are some 
citizens who are subjugated, we are 
all subjugated. As Dr. King said, “no 
one is free until we are all free.”

What is the fear of allowing tax-
paying citizens who are on parole 
the right to vote? These people have 
served their time. Some may argue 
that giving parolees the right to 
vote will destroy our communities. 
All hell will break loose! This is a 
common misconception doggedly 
held by people blind to the facts. 
Fourteen states allow parolees the 
right to vote. In addition, Maine 
and Vermont allow parolees to 
vote as well as people incarcerated 
in their state prisons. According 
to the US News & World Report 
public safety rankings, Maine and 
Vermont rank 1 and 2, respectively, 
on having the lowest overall crime 
rates in the nation.  

California, in contrast, ranks 35 
on the list. What do the numbers tell 
us? First, felony disenfranchisement 
does not make communities safer. 
On the contrary, when returning 
residents feel excluded from the 
political process and are outright 
discriminated against for being 

 continues on next page
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on parole, they are less likely to 
successfully reintegrate back into 
their communities. In fact, all 14 
states that allow parolees the right 
to vote have lower crime rates than 
California, according to US News & 
World Report public safety rankings.

Others argue that citizens give up their 
right to vote once they are convicted 
of a crime. It is true that many rights 
are forfeited upon breaking the law. 
However, convicted felons do not give 
up their rights to citizenship. In fact, 
incarcerated people in California’s state 
prisons are counted in a district’s citizen 
population when determining the 
number of representative seats in the 
state assembly. Convicted felons do not 
give up their right to citizenship, they 
do not give up their right to democracy, 
and, upon completion of their prison 
sentence, they do not give up their right 
and responsibility to pay taxes. Therefore, 
they should have a voice in choosing 
their political representatives and other 
issues that affect the communities to 
which they come home.

Felony disenfranchisement is the direct 
result of suppressing the political power of 
Black and Brown citizens. Demographics 
of the California Department of 
Corrections and Rehabilitation reveal that 
three out of four people in state prison are 
people of color. This means that felony 
disenfranchisement disproportionately 
affects historically oppressed groups, 
yet another indication that it is a covert 
strategy of maintaining white supremacy 
as envisioned by the framers of the state 
constitution.

Ask parolees, if given the right to vote, 
what they would vote for. Speaking for 

myself, as a disenfranchised citizen, the 
issues that are important to me include 
safer neighborhoods, more funding 
and resources for public education, 
affordable housing, increased 
employment opportunities, and quality 
healthcare. How are these concerns a 
threat to society? I pay taxes, I’ve done 
volunteer work with the San Francisco 
Community Clean Team, and I’m 
providing essential services during the 
COVID-19 pandemic with my work 
at Urban Alchemy. I’m also a full-time 
college student at SF State and interning 
at District 10 Supervisor Walton’s office. 

Am I less of a citizen, less a part of 
my community, because I’m on parole?

California is at a critical point in 
history. During this pandemic we have 
an opportunity to make our beloved 
state stronger by making our democracy 
stronger. Assembly Constitutional 
Amendment 6 (ACA 6) seeks to 
restore the voting rights of 50,000 
disenfranchised California citizens. If 
the amendment passes the legislature 

and wins at the ballot box in November, 
it will eliminate this type of voter 
suppression and ensure that all voices 
are heard in the political process. Giving 
parolees the right to vote is not only a 
civil rights issue, it is a human rights 
issue that will allow true democracy to 
shine brightly on our Golden State

Editor’s Note: J. Vasquez is the Lead 
Participatory Defense Coordinator at 
Communities United for Restorative Youth 
Justice (CURYJ). At 16 years old, he was 
tried in adult court and sentenced to 31 
years to life. He was incarcerated for over 25 
years. In addition to his work at CURYJ, J. 
is a full-time student at SF State University, 
where he is majoring in Sociology and 
minoring in Criminal Justice.

CURYJ and All of Us or None are part of 
the Free The Vote 2020 coalition, a group of 
organizations led by formerly incarcerated 
people fighting for the restoration of voting 
rights through the passage of ACA 6. For 
more information about our campaign, 

J. Vasquez. Photo credit: Barni Qaasim/CURYJ
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Community Action Committee 
Center in South Central. 

“I literally screamed,” she said. “I 
started going up to people being 
like, ‘Oh my God, this is the first 
time I ever voted! I took a picture 

with that ‘I voted’ sticker with my 
fist up. I will never forget the chills 
I had. I was so happy. 

“It made me feel like I mattered,” 
she continued. “You feel like you have 
your voice and you’re being heard.” 

Voting may be the most political 
thing we do in this country, but the 
experience is more personal for 
people like Angelique, who don’t 
have the luxury of taking their right 
to vote for granted. For a formerly 

incarcerated individual reentering 
society, not being able to vote 
doesn’t just feel like exclusion from 
the American political system. 
It feels like exclusion from the 
American system. 

“To me it was 
painful,” said 
Guy Hamilton-
Smith, a formerly 
i n c a r c e r a t e d 
individual living 
in Kentucky. Guy 
remembers the 
pain of being 
purged from 
the voting role 
as clearly as he 
does the joy of 
registering again. 
“You can say what 
you want to say on 
any street corner, 
but the only way 
that we actually 
have a voice is at 

the ballot box.” 
Unlike Angelique, Hamilton-Smith 

spent nearly a decade waiting for his 
voting rights to be restored. Like 77% 
of all disenfranchised Americans, he 
had served his sentence but couldn’t 
fully participate in the democratic 
process. He was a member of a 
community he cared about but didn’t 
have a say in what happened there. 

“It made me feel like I didn’t 

Disenfranchisement laws by state as of 2019. Source: The Sentencing Project

Do you remember the first 
time you voted? Would you 
be able to describe where 

you were, how it felt? 
Angelique Evans can describe her 

experience down to the minute. 
Shortly before 

the 2018 midterms, 
Angelique’s boss, 
A New Way of Life 
founder and All of Us 
or None co-founder 
Susan Burton, asked 
her if she was going to 
the polls. Angelique, 
who was imprisoned 
as a juvenile, had 
never voted, and she’d 
assumed she wasn’t 
allowed to because of 
her conviction history. 
Plus, why bother? 
What difference would 
it make? 

With a soft but 
stern, “No, baby,” 
Susan explained that in California, 
people off parole and on probation 
had the right to vote. Unlike many of 
the women in her transitional living 
home, Angelique had an opportunity 
to speak for herself. It was incumbent 
upon her, for her sake and for the sake 
of her muted comrades, that she seize 
that opportunity. 

So, on November 6, 2018, 
Angelique strolled into the 
polling station at Watts Labor 

A Cunning Past: 
How America Betrayed Democracy

 continues on next page
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“If you tell someone all 
they can ever be is a 
criminal, why should 

they bother trying to be 
anything other than that?”

matter, that my voice didn’t count,” 
he said. “Even though I worked, 
I paid taxes, I volunteered at 
the church, I volunteered at the 
homeless shelter — like it doesn’t 
matter what you do, you don’t have 
a voice in this community. 

“If you tell someone all they can 
ever be is a criminal, why should 
they bother trying to be anything 
other than that?” 

In fact, this particular element of 
the legal system has nothing to do 
with rehabilitation or public safety: 
“The Ballot as a Bulwark: The Impact 
of Felony Disenfranchisement on 
Recidivism,” an independent study 
that Guy helped develop, found 
that there was a 10 percent higher 

rate of rearrests in states that deny 
civic engagement than in those that 
allow it. 

“If people are civically engaged, 
showing up at the polling place, if 
they care about the issues going on 
in the community, that’s a person 
that’s less likely to go back to a life 
of crime and that should be what we 
want,” Guy said. 

After a decade of unanswered 
inquiries regarding his voting status, 
in December, Guy finally registered 
to vote in the state of Kentucky. 

14
Black men are  four 
times more likely to 
experience felony 
disenfranchisement 
t h a n  a r e  w h i t e 
Americans.

4
2/3

77
S e v e n t y - s e v e n 
p e r c e n t  o f 
disenfranchised 
v o t e r s  a r e 
people living in 
communities, not 
behind bars.

6.1 million
The U.S has denied the right to vote to 6.1 million 
Americans based on felony convictions.

FELONY DISENFRANCHISEMENT 
BY THE NUMBERS

The 2018  Florida 
ballot measure to 
restore voting rights 
to people had the ap-
proval of two-thirds 
of voters.

Fou r te e n  s t ate s 
and the Distr ict 
of Columbia have 
e i t h e r  r e s t o r e d 
voting rights upon 
release from prison 
or have no felony 
disenfranchisement 
laws in place.

He qualified for suffrage under 
Gov. Andy Beshear’s executive 
order restoring voting rights to 
“nonviolent offenders” who have 
completed their sentences. The 
carveout is frustrating, but since the 
order was signed, All of Us or None 
Louisville and Kentuckians for the 
Commonwealth have mobilized 
to register 152,000 formerly 
disenfranchised voters for the 

November election.  
Beshear’s order is one policy 

change in a growing movement 
nationwide to chip away at felony 
disenfranchisement laws. A New 
York Times analysis found that 130 
voting rights bills were introduced 
in 30 state legislatures last year, and 
at least four of those states were 
considering allowing incarcerated 

 continues on next page
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P. Thomas Stanford’s “The Negro Disenfrancised,” drawn in 1897, depicts 
the pride taken by states who successfully disenfranchised freedmen. 
Source: New York Public Library

people to vote. In California, 
for example, a constitutional 
amendment called ACA 6, that 
seeks to restore voting rights to 
50,000 Californian’s on parole, 
will be on the statewide ballot in 
November. Angelique, who voted 
for the first time in 2018, represents 
A New Way of Life Reentry Project 
in the Free the Vote 2020, a coalition 
in support of ACA 6. 

Furthermore, a growing segment 
of voters has shown a desire to 
overturn disenfranchisement laws. 
In 2018, two-thirds of Florida voters, 
spanning both political parties, 
approved Amendment 4, which 
restored voting rights to 1.4 million 
Floridians with conviction histories. 

“The response has been really 
exciting,” said Desmond Meade, 
Executive Director at Florida 
Rights Restoration Coalition, whose 
grassroots movement propelled 
Amendment 4’s victory at the ballot 
box. “People can come out of the 
shadows because their voices can 
be heard now. Especially when 
they realize people with felony 
convictions have the power to 
transform their community, have the 
power to change an electorate, and 
have the power to actually change 
policy they know is detrimental.” 

Part of what makes felony 
disenfranchisement so cunning 
-- part of the reason why it’s taken 
generations of civil rights activism 
to get to this moment where states 
are beginning to chip away at its 
breadth -- is that it’s designed to 
target the legal system in a way that 

takes centuries to undo.  
It’s an approach so effective it’s 

still being used today, mostly in the 
context of immigration. To ensure 
white supremacy in a democracy 
required a simple, diabolical recipe:  

1) Expand the type of behaviors 
that constitute a crime; 

2) Expand disenfranchisement 
laws to include the new class of 
“criminals.” 

Like many aspects of 
mass incarceration, felony 
disenfranchisement stemmed from 
the involuntary servitude exemption 
of the 13th Amendment. As we 
explored in our April issue, this 
exemption allows the restrictions of 
slavery to apply to an individual who 
has committed a crime. 

States were quick to exploit this 

loophole to maintain political and 
physical control over the freed 
slaves. New laws, known as “Black 
codes,” were designed to criminalize 
African-American life in a post-Civil 
War era. For example, the Vagrancy 
Act of 1866 criminalized any person 
who appeared to be unemployed 
or homeless, a situation that 
overwhelmingly impacted newly 
and often displaced freed slaves, as 
they looked for their families. Other 
laws prohibited freedmen from 
assembling without the presence 
of at least one white person and 
preaching Gospel without a license 
from a registered church. Churches, 
though,were segregated and it was 
a crime for a freedman to enter a 
white church. As a result of these 

 continues on next page



May 2020 AOUON|13

About the Artist: Feature Story

“Our Voice Our Vote” is a drawing by Joka Heshima Jinsai 
(Shannon Denham), who is incarcerated at Kern Valley 
State Prison. He created this drawing shortly after he 
was released into gen pop from the SHU after the Ashker 
settlement in 2015. While incarcerated, he founded Amend 
the 13th: Abolish Legal Slavery in Amerika, which seeks the 
end of involuntary servitude as it exists in the U.S. system 
of mass incarceration.

laws, the percentage of nonwhite 
prisoners in states like Alabama, for 
example, jumped from 2% in 1850 
to 74% in 1870. 

Once this new caste of “criminal” 
was defined, it became the target 
of expanded disenfranchisement 
laws. Disenfranchisement became 
a consequence for all felonies, 
rather than only a few select 
crimes. Specific crimes thought 
to be perpetrated primarily by 
former slaves were also elevated 
to felonies. In Mississippi, for 
example, lawmakers believed Black 
men were more likely to commit 
burglary and theft, while violent 
crimes like murder were committed 
primarily by white perpetrators. 
As such, lawmakers made burglary 
and theft disqualifying crimes for 
voting rights while murder and 
robbery were not. As the NAACP 
Legal Defense and Educational 
Fund noted in its 2016 analysis of 
felony disenfranchisement for The 
Sentencing Project, “Through the 

convoluted reasoning of this law, 
one would be disenfranchised for 
stealing a chicken, but not for killing 
the chicken’s owner.” 

In rapid succession between 
1865 and 1880, at least 13 states — 
more than a third of the country’s 
38 states — enacted broad felony 
disenfranchisement laws.  

By the time the 15th Amendment 
was ratified in 1870, assuring that all 
Americans, regardless of “race, color, 
or previous condition of servitude” 
the right to vote, the groundwork 
to undermine it had already been 
laid. Six years later, the U.S. Supreme 
Court upheld ostensibly race-
neutral limitations on suffrage, 
including a grandfather clause that 
exempted citizens from other voting 
requirements if their grandfathers had 
been registered voters, a condition 
that typically only white men could 
meet. United States v. Reese (1876) 

The intention here was not subtle: 
At the turn of the 20th century, states 
held constitutional conventions 

that documented a clear mission 
to deny voting rights in order to 
maintain white supremacy. At the 
1906 Virginia convention, Carter 
Glass, a delegate who later became 
a U.S. senator, said, “This plan of 
popular suffrage will eliminate 
the darker as a political factor in 
this State in less than five years, 
so that in no single county of the 
Commonwealth will there be the 
least concern felt for the complete 
supremacy of the white race in the 
affairs of government.” 

These kinds of conventions were 
held all over the country, not just 
in the former Confederate. In the 
West, where Native Americans and 
Mexicans were subject to involuntary 
servitude, those populations were 
also disenfranchised. Lawmakers 
in California, eager to find a way 
to claim land owned by native 
people, refused to ratify the 15th 
Amendment until 1962.  

 VOTE -- continue on page 17
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Adnan’s journey home began 
about three years before 
he knew he was getting 

released. And it started with 
something simple: a handshake.

After 12 years of incarceration, 
Adnan had been transferred to San 
Quentin and was eager to sign up 
for the college program. Imprisoned 
as a parentless, homeless, 18-year-
old high school dropout, Adnan 
had earned his GED in prison but 
had never been in an institution that 
allowed for higher learning.

He filled out the enrollment 
paperwork and handed it to the 
clerk. She let him know they’d send 
a notification to his cell when his 
application had processed and then 
she stuck out her hand.

Adnan stuck his arms up as if 

someone had just pointed a gun at 
him. His only physical contact with 
another human for the last decade-
plus had been during searches. 
The clerk chuckled; it wasn’t the 

first time she’d encountered this 
reaction. After convincing him he 
would not be sent to the hole for 
reciprocating the gesture, the two 
shared a brief handshake before 
Adnan quickly retracted.

That night he was shaken, he said. 
It went deeper than a fear of being 

sent to the SHU.
“The idea of touch was so foreign 

to me at that point,” Adnan said. “The 
thought hit me that I had begun to 
truly believe I was not part of society, 
like I was a different breed, that I 
wasn’t worthy of being touched.

“Then I was like, ‘What’s going on 
with me, what’s happened to me?’” 
he continued. “Is this how we want 
to return people to society?”

For Adnan, that was a turning point. 
He set out to reclaim his humanity: 
He attended panels, studied criminal 
justice reforms and read books like 
“Just Mercy” by Bryan Stevenson and 
“Discipline and Punish” by Michel 
Foucault. He began reminding 
himself that he was not the monster 
he appeared to be on paper.

Adnan  served 15 years of a life sentence before he was released under a law 
he helped develop through an organization he began while incarcerated. Now 
the executive director of Re:Store Justice, he exemplifies the importance of 
kickstarting reentry with resources long before someone walks out of prison.

ADNAN

“I had begun to truly 
believe 

I wasn’t worthy .”

 continues on next page

COMING 
HOME
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“For me, rehabilitation isn’t taking a 
class to disseminate the monster inside 
of me,” Adnan said. “It’s finding my 
humanity, taking qualities like empathy 
and bringing those out, rather than 
focusing on how bad I was and all the 
wrong I had done.”

Adnan began working with Alex 
Mallick, then an associate director 
at Human Rights Watch, who was 
teaching a class for juvenile lifers at 
San Quentin at the time. Together, 
they founded Re:Store Justice.

The organization used the slogan 
“From Proximity to Policy.” It 
began holding events inside the 
prison where survivors of violence, 
homicide victims’ families, state 
legislators, prosecutors, prison 
officials, and community advocates 
would meet with lifers. Seeing the 
reception of the lifers’ stories, Adnan 
and Alex began to think strategically 
about reforming the criminal legal 
system through storytelling.

Adnan began a politically strategic 
campaign of designing a meticulous 
narrative around the state’s felony 
murder rule, which, at the time, 
punished accomplices as if they had 
committed the murder themselves. 
He started with his own story and 
then expanded to his comrades 
in San Quentin. After that, he and 
Alex designed a survey to send to 
facilities up and down the state. Alex 
organized on the outside, fielding 
the surveys and presenting some 
shocking data points to lawmakers 
in Sacramento. For example, a full 
72 percent of female respondents 
were serving life under the felony 

murder rule, though they had not 
killed anyone.

The work led Sen. Nancy Skinner 
to create SB 1437. Signed in 2018 by 

Gov. Brown, the bill effectively ended 
the practice of sentencing a person 
who did not commit a homicide, or 
even had knowledge that a homicide 
occurred, to the same terms as 
someone who had committed the 
homicide. Further, it can be applied 
retroactively to the 
cases of incarcerated 
individuals who had 
been sentenced under 
the previous standard.

In January 2019, 
Adnan boarded the 
prison bus and took the 
familiar ride from San 
Quentin to the Contra 
Costa courthouse, 
though he wasn’t sure 
why. He figured it might 
be a clerical error, or 
a dry run for a future 
hearing regarding his SB 
1437 petition.

Instead, the judge 
resentenced him then 
and there to three years 
and said he was free to 

go. Adnan became the first person 
to be released under the law he had 
helped to create.

He was released without parole 
– the judge said the enforcement of 
parole would be “excessive” in light 
of the fact that Adnan served five 
times the sentence already -- lifting 
a huge barrier to reentry that many 
newly released individuals face. 

So when Adnan was asked to 
go to Atlanta and meet with five 
Democratic presidential candidates, 
he didn’t have to ask for anyone’s 
permission. He used that freedom to 
sit face-to-face with Senators Bernie 
Sanders (VT), Elizabeth Warren 
(MA) and Corey Booker (NJ) as well 
as Julian Castro and Pete Buttigieg. 
At that meeting, he was able to 

Adnan with then-Democratic presidential 
candidate Pete Buttigieg discussing criminal 
justice reforms in Atlanta. Photo courtesy 
Adnan Khan

“[Rehabilitaion is] taking 
qualities like empathy 
and bringing those out, 
rather than focusing on 

how bad I was.”

 RESTORE -- continue on page 16
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He started building a network of formerly 
incarcerated individuals for support and 
eventually found All of Us or None, where 
he now works as an organizer. In addition 
to the stop-gap housing project, Ali also 
rallied All of Us or None members to join 
the April 16 car protest, which called for the 
closure of the Santa Rita Jail. Organized by 
Communities United for Restorative Youth 
Justice, the action stopped traffic in Santa 
Rita as participants honked their horns to 
demand that the jail be shut down. 

“Blowing the horn and all, 

that felt good,” Ali 
said. “Whenever I go 
somewhere it makes me 
feel good I’m on the other 
side of the fence now. 
No one was out there 
honking to let Ali out 
when I was locked up.” 

Through his work as 
an organizer, Ali has 
found the purpose and 
positivity he was striving for from his 
cell in Vacaville. 

“I’m out here on the front lines,” 
he said proudly. “I’m not just talkin’ 
about it. I’m gonna be about it.” 

share information and his personal 
experiences, in an effort to enhance 
their understanding of criminal 
justice and discuss substantive issues 
like mass and static incarceration.   

A month later, Adnan boarded 
a plane to Norway with 30 
other delegates from California, 
including representatives from the 
governor’s office, CDCR, the police 
officers’ union and the legislature 
for an event sponsored by Amend, 
a UCSF program, and Smart 
Justice. He shared his personal 
experience and participated in the 
process in his emerging role as a 
thought leader.

“People say, ‘we need to give a 
voice to the voiceless,’ but I don’t 
want to be a voice,” Adnan said. “I 
want to be a presence.”

Adnan acknowledges that his 
reentry is “privileged,” though 
he uses the term loosely. Besides 
not being on parole, he had 
employment lined up upon his 

release – Re:Store Justice earned 
its 501 c3 classification in 2017 and 
he became the executive director. 
He also had family support and 
housing: He and Mallick married 
last August.

“Her love is what got me out,” 
Adnan said.

While Adnan’s story may not be 
the norm, what he has done with 
his freedom shows why it should 
be. One thing he learned on his 
Norway trip, for example, was that 
the reentry process there starts on 
day 1 of incarceration, an approach 
that has led to one of the lowest 
recidivism rates and one of the 
lowest crime rates in the world.

After spending years in a cell, 
there are universal adjustments 
when you come out. For example, 
Adnan struggled with clothes when 
he was first released: How does 
a zipper work? What’s that itchy 
thing?… Oh yeah, new clothes have 
tags on them. But many people 
have more critical questions: How 

am I supposed to eat? Where am I 
supposed to live? How am I going 
to pay for either of those things 
with this $200 gate money?

In other words, you shouldn’t 
have to start your own company 
and serve over five times what your 
crime is worth to have a successful 
reentry. It took Adnan 12 years to 
get to an institution that provided 
resources for reentry, like the 
opportunity to learn skills that may 
help him rebuild his life.

Now, as an executive who employs 
formerly incarcerated individuals, 
Adnan sends staff to typing class 
and gives them time to learn new 
technologies. But those kinds 
of resources can and should be 
provided much earlier, he said. The 
road to reentry shouldn’t start at the 
front gate. 

“There should be an equal burden 
on society and the individual,” 
Adnan said. “People are trying, and 
you have to provide some assistance 
to invest in their success.”  

RESTORE (from Page 15)

ALI (from Page 5)

Ali manning the resource table at Santa Rita 
Jail. Photo credit: Ivana Gonzales/LSPC
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It is worth noting here that data on 
the disenfranchisement of Brown 
communities is limited by the 
negligence of courts and corrections 
departments to specify non-Black 
and non-White nationalities. 
However, a 2003 study, conducted 
by the Mexican American Legal 
Defense and Educational Fund, 
looked at 10 states and found nine 
of those states “disenfranchise the 
Latino community at rates greater 
than the general population.” 

As the 20th century continued, so 
did the battle over voting rights. In 
1965, the landmark Voting Rights 
Act enshrined protections for all 
minorities at the polls. But the 
Supreme Court almost immediately 
dampened its effect. In 1974, the Court 
decided in Richardson v. Ramirez that 
felony disenfranchisement was not at 
odds with the Constitution because 
convicted persons were exempt from 
the equal protections provided by the 
14th Amendment. In more recent 

decades, the Court’s conservative 
majority has put forth a so-called 
“color-blind jurisprudence,” where 
it allows deviations from the Voting 
Rights Act because “today the Nation 
is no longer divided along those lines, 
yet the Voting Rights Act continues 
to treat it as if it were.” Shelby County 
v. Holder (2013) 

Virginia Hench wrote in Case 
Western Law Review, “In the last 
century and a half, minority access 
to the ballot box has been, if not 
killed, then at least rendered largely 
unenforceable by a combination 
of racial bias in the criminal justice 
system and the Supreme Court’s so-

called “color-blind jurisprudence.” 
By refusing to acknowledge and 
rectify the racist history of felony 
disenfranchisement laws — to deny 
that today one in 13 Black men have 
lost their voting rights due to these 
laws — America has undermined the 
one value that defines it: democracy.  

Felony disenfranchisement is not 
just unfair. It’s un-American. Besides 
the obvious contradictions to the 
14th and 15th Amendments, modern 
phenomena like prison gerrymandering 
— the redistricting of areas based on a 
prison population that has no voting 
rights — violates the basic principle of 
“one person, one vote.” 

That principle alone underscores 
the deeply personal impact the right 
to vote can have on an individual. 
For Angelique, it was profound. 

“It changes you as a person,” she 
said. “I was always the person that 
thought my vote didn’t count. But the 
first time I went to that polling place, 
it was like God put a fire in my soul.”

VOTING (from Page 13)

“The first time I went to 
the polling station, it 

was like God put 
a fire in my soul.”
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MAIL BAG

Editor’s note: Clyde Jackson is a 
prisoner at California State Prison, 
Solano. He spent nearly 25 years in 
the Pelican Bay SHU. He documented 
the experience in this letter to All of 
Us or None:

Quite often I reflect on 
all the time that I have 
spent in prison. The most 

revealing of my time in prison is 
the 31 years that I have spent in the 
hole, specifically the 24 1/2 years 
in Pelican Bay SHU which clearly 
was a demonstration of solitary 
confinement, a stone-cold life of 
deprivation! I figured long before 
my release that something as 

important as the sun was missing 
in my life. My complexion was so 
stark and revealing that I literally 
started to look like a ghost! A 
God-given human right had been 
removed from me so I became 
physically and psychologically 
damaged, distorted and confused. 
My mother has the only photo 
that I took while in the SHU and 
she was shocked that her son had 
become so pale that I looked like 
a white man. The photo included 
with this article is exhibiting the 
blessings the sun bestowed upon 
me as I have now returned to my 
original state after being deprived 
for so long. Truly I am thankful 

to feel again as the energy source 
of the sun has made it possible 
to enhance my humanity even 
more and appreciate some of the 
finer qualities of life. There exists 
a sense of peace with the new 
arrangement. I relish at every 
opportunity made by God for me 
to enjoy and appreciate even more 
of what I missed for 24 1/2 years, 
The Sun as a Human Right. 

Respectfully submitted,
Clyde Jackson

If you have a story about 
life inside you want to 

share, send a letter to: 

AOUON News 
Paula Lehman-Ewing
c/o Legal Services for 

Prisoners with Children
4400 Market Street

Oakland, CA  94536
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COVID-19 Lived Experiences
is another source of the spread of the 
virus presently and prospectively. 

Plus,  they will not let anyone out! 
People have within a year or less of 
serve-outs and are still not eligible to 
do or complete any programming due 
to the suspensions of programming. 

In the last two weeks, two people 
have died here -- one last week and 
one this week -- and they were in the 
same cell with each other with the 
same symptoms and they are saying it 
is unrelated? They speak of the annex 
building being used for quarantining 
but we are not seeing this. 

We need some help here before 
it’s too late. COVID-19 is already at 
Green River Correctional Complex 
and Roederer Correctional Complex.

James Walters
Western Kentucky 

Correctional Complex

They give us adequate hand 
soap to wash our hands 
with and in addition to the 

janitors who clean with chemical 
disinfectants, they specifically 
added a new job titled “Clean Team” 
and hired about 10 residents for this 
job. This job consists of people going 
around the institution bleaching and 
wiping off high-touched surfaces -- 
phones, JPays, handles, etc. -- but it 
stops right there. On television the 
governor speaks about Eddyville 
residents making masks and I like 

to think that’s true. However, as of 
right now we have absolutely no 
PPE. The only ones who wear masks 
are the nurses.

We hear that Green River 
Correctional Complex has 25 cases, 
19 are “residents.”  In spite of the fact 
that we haven’t had a case, having no 
PPE and no authority enforcing the 
need to social distance ourselves, 
which is impossible here, scares us. 

I’m in an open-dorm facility with 
50 other people in my wing. Our 
beds are 3-4 ft apart, in general 
and 2 people share that space. You 
know, I’m guessing that 85-90% 
of us have to go eat in the kitchen 
and to this very day, the lines are 
like black friday lines heel-to-heel. 
Social distancing here is absolutely 
non-existent. They sent us one 
memo via JPay of all the appropriate 
information that we needed to 
know in preventing the spread 
of COVID-19, and placed the 
information and signs throughout 
the institution, but they’re not 
enforcing them or making sure that 
these preventions are being utilized.

They took our visits too, I 
understand why, but at the same 
time, I don’t. They are supposedly 
temp checking the employees upon 
entry daily. I never understood, if 
that’s the case, why can’t our visitors 
get that same procedure? It makes 
no sense to me.

Editor’s note: AOUON Louisville 
has been and will continue to collect 
lived experiences from those that are 
incarcerated during this pandemic in an 
effort to push for a more urgent release 
plan for these individuals. Through the 
state’s prison communication system, 
JPay, AOUON Louisville received these 
accounts of life inside two Kentucky 
prisons. Words in brackets have been 
added for clarity. 

Jason Brooks 
Luther Luckett 

Correctional Complex

So, first and foremost there is no 
such thing as social distancing 
due to overcrowding in prison. 

The ventilation system is not up 
to par. Staff is not trained already in 
handling typical prison situations 
so with this pandemic it’s worse. 
Staff in supervisory positions refuse 
to wear PPE (personal protective 
equipment) despite mandate from 
superior officers that proves a lack of 
structure. 

Also, if 45 (President Donald 
Trump) says everyone will  get 
tested, how is it facilitated? I guess if 
you show symptoms then you’re the 
only one eligible for testing. What if 
someone is  asymptomatic and gives it 
to another person? The fluctuation of 
parole officers who are not normally 
stationed here are fresh off the streets 
trying to earn overtime. I think there 

Background image: An overhead view of the Western Kentucky Cor-
rectional Complex.Source: www.PrisonInsight.com



20|AOUON May 2020

All of Us or None San Diego members (from left to right) Curtis Howard, Amie Zamudio and Tasha Williamson in 
front of a statue of Malcolm X at the Valencia Park/Malcolm X Lirary. Photo courtesy All of Us or None San Diego

Regional

highlight

Editor’s note: With Southern 
California rushing to empty out its 
jails to reduce overcrowding during 
the pandemic, the AOUON chapters 
located there have gone to heroic 
measures to ensure people coming out 
have some place to go. In Los Angeles, 
AOUON LA fiscal sponsor, A New 
Way of Life Reentry, purchased a 
home that will serve as transitional 
housing for nine women. In San 
Diego, organizers raised funds to 
rent out a 115-unit hotel. San Diego 
organizer Curtis Howard wrote 
about the work being done there.

In April, Amie Zamudio and Tasha 
Williamson, two allied members 

of All of Us or None San Diego, 
spearheaded a program to secured 
a 115-unit hotel to provide the 
houseless and formerly incarcerated 
with safe housing during the 
coronavirus pandemic. Their efforts 
caught the attention of the local 
mainstream press and they’ve been 
able to secure donations from local 
restaurants and stores for food and 
supplies to provide the guest. 

We are also monitoring the 
soon to be released who are 
in need of housing offer them 
#housingvouchersforall!” created by 
Amie. There is a GoFundMe page 
(gofundme.com/hotelvouchers4all) 
where individuals can go to 

contribute much needed funds to 
continue this work. Their efforts are 
endless and we have their backs! 

Tasha is one of our top advisers 
who, in spite of her recent run for 
San Diego Mayor, took time from her 
campaigning to help organize our 
annual Peace & Justice Summit and 
attend meetings. She has always had 
a passion for advocating prisoners’ 
rights, with established ties in our 
community in all areas of activism. 

Amie has always been of service to 
our San Diego Chapter and steps up 
whenever and wherever needed. She 
attends our meetings and insists on 
being involved. She is widely known 
for her work here.
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Bakersfield (CA)

Los Angeles (CA)

Bakersfield is offering transportation 
from jails and prisons in Kern Coun-
ty. They’ve acquired COVID-19 
funds to assist with housing, food, 
medical or housing supplies.

The LA/Long Beach chapter has 
been busy supplying support 
for A New Way of Life Reentry 
Project’s newly purchased home. 
The house, ANWOL’s ninth, will 
serve as transitional housing for 
nine women being released from 
jail due to overcrowding during the 
pandemic. The chapter also helped 
raise over $40,000 to distribute to 
formerly incarcerated individuals 
and people being released in dire 
need of resources.

Sacramento (CA)

AOUON Sacramento has been making 
noise in the state capitol to ensure our 
communities are protected by those in 
power. Members participated in a car 
rally to shut down ICE facilities. They 
also protested the eviction of homeless 
individuals by the sheriff’s department 
and demanded emergency housing 
funds be used to shelter people on 
the street. The chapter also hosted an 
emergency Re-Entry Housing zoom 
meeting for members to identify 
housing partners and discuss a re-entry 
housing strategy plan for formerly 
incarcerated people.

Riverside (CA)
AOUON Riverside helped raise 
COVID-19 relief funds for sys-
tem-impacted families. These efforts 
were part of the COVID-19 System 
Impacted Relief Fund launched by 
Starting Over Inc. Individuals liv-
ing in the Inland Empire region who 
have been affected by the pandemic 
can submit applications for a $100 
gift cards.

AOUON Central Illinois is working 
with the Illinois Poor People’s 
Campaign to organize a civil 
disobedience event demanding 
local officials provide the necessary 
safety precautions and resources for 
our poorest and most vulnerable. 
The chapter also joined an ad 
hoc coalition forming a statewide 
network for resources for formerly 
incarcerated, returning citizens and 
those still incarcerated and their 
families to have a one-stop shop for 
information and assistance.

Chapter Updates

Oakland (National)
The National chapter has been doing 
relief work on multiple fronts. The 
chapter now hosts a weekly panel 
discussion, “One Community, One 
Mic,” that features chapter leaders 
all across the nation to see how 
the pandemic is impacting them. 
There have also been webinars on 
advocating for loved ones inside 
and accessing funding from the 
CARES Act. Members also went to 
Santa Rita Jail to provide housing 
vouchers, support and information 
to those being released due to the 
dangerous conditions inside.

Oakland chapter staff organizer Ali Britt at the April car rally demanding 
the closure of the Santa Rita Jail. Photo courtesy LSPC/All of Us Or None

Central Illinois (IL)

San Bernardino (CA)
The San Bernardino chapter 
petitioned Gov. Newsom to 
expedite decarceration in light of 
the coronavirus. They also continue 
their Census 2020 work, making 
sure our community is adequately 
counted, and their earned income 
project, alerting members to the 
$27 billion in tax credits that are not 
being claimed because people do 
not know they are eligible.

 continues on next page
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Durham (NC)

Chapter Updates 
(Cont.)

Louisville (KY)

AOUON Louisville received funding 
from One Louisville Initiative to 
support those that are being released 
by providing housing vouchers, 
food vouchers, employment leads 
and cell phones. The chapter sent 
funds through JPay to several 
incarcerated people to ensure they 
can communicate with their support 
systems. The Louisville chapter also 
sent information on how people inside 
can advocate for themselves during 
COVID-19 and participated in the 
Speak up & Speak Out Zoom call held 
by the Congressional Black Caucus. 

New Jersey
AOUON New Jersey launched a 
video campaign against the de facto 
death sentence imposed on those 
incarcerated during COVID-19. You 
can find the videos on the chapter’s 
website (see backpage). The chapter 
has been collecting signatures to 
petition the governor to use his 
clemency power to commute and 
pardon people incarcerated in 
the state. The petition also asks 
for best practices around testing 
and hygiene be applied inside all 
detention facilities. 

San Antonio (TX)
In April, AOUON Texas joined 
the Statewide Leadership Council 
and other orgs from across the 
state to launch a Parole Day of 
Action (#FreeThemAll) campaign 
to demand the release of 15,000 
Texas detainees deemed eligible 
for release. Member Tom Acosta 
has been working diligently 
to respond to requests for 
assistance with release, sending 
petitions inside and working to 
follow up with those seeking to 
file for compassionate release.  
AOUON-TX also participated 
in a car rally as part of the SA 
Stands Coalition and RAICES, 
and The  Immigration Legal 
Resource Center. In partnership 
with SA Stands, the chapter was 
successful in getting $9.2 million 
for immigrant communities and 
formerly incarcerated people who 
did not qualify for stimulus or 
other assistance.

Greater Cincinnati (OH)

Together with Young Women’s 
Freedom Center, AOUON 
Cincinnati is providing virtual 
participatory defense trainings to 
help members learn how to advocate 
for themselves and their loved ones. 
The chapter also participated in 
the April 24 “2K in May” caravan 
to Columbus, demanding the 
governor release 2,000 incarcerated 
individuals by May 1. 

Chicago (IL)

Together with the Movement for 
Black Lives, AOUON Chicago issued 
a blanket COVID demand letter to 
local officials. Both organizations 
called for the release of all people 
from county jail and resources for 
formerly incarcerated individuals. 
The city’s jail in Cook County has 
been one of the hardest detention 
facilities hit by the pandemic. 
The Chicago chapter also raised 
$4,000 through individual donors 
and distributed it to community 
members in the form of gift cards. 

All of Us or None NC participated in 
a “rolling protest” in which chapter 
members, alongside individuals 
from Communities in Partnership, 
Forward Justice and Durham 
Beyond Policing, drove cars and 
blasted horns to demand the release 
of all people at the county jail and the 
ceasing of all arrests.

New York
With New York being one of 
the worst-hit states in terms of 
coronavirus infections, our local 
chapter is receiving daily calls from 
inside members describing the 
mishandling of the situation. In 
response, members joined the Justice 
for Women taskforce to amplify the 
stories of women inside. Members 
are also working Releasing Aging 
People from Prison (RAPP) and Just 
Leadership, which is trying to prevent 
a rollback of bail reform. 

 continues on next page
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AOUON Eastern Washington 
challenged grassroots outreach 
programs in the area to donate to 
HelpSpokane, an initiative with 
a goal to provide food from local 
restaurants to those in need. The 
goal is to raise $50,000 by May 
4 and AOUON’s donation was 
highlighted on Live at 5 with Rick 
Clark. The chapter is currently 
assisting families of and previously 
incarcerated people with needs to 
assist in re-entry. 

Madison (WI)

The Wisconsin chapter has seen a 
significant increase in activity as 
comrades seek resources to deal with 
the pandemic. AOUON Madison has 
been hiring formerly incarcerated 
individuals to do jobs like yard work 
and office maintenance to remain 
financial stable and stay active in their 
communities. The chapter is also 
advocating for the governor to release 
more people from county jails and the 
Milwaukee Secure Detention Facility, 
an incubator of suffering already. 

Eastern Washington (WA)

AOUON San Antonio members Tommy Acosta (left) and Salvador “Scott” Gomez at an April car rally demand-
ing the release of individuals caged in county jails. Photo credit: Steve Huerta/AOUON

For more resources and 
chapter events in your 
area, contact your local 

chapter coordinator. 
(See backpage for 

information)
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Free The Vote 2020 orchestrated a Twitter storm in April demanding ACA 6 be 
referred out of Rules Committee. Members like Tina Nunn held signs saying 
“#VotingRightsCantWait” and urged legislatures to address the disenfranchisement 
of 50,000 Californians. Photo courtesy Tina Nunn

•  Fresh Start Act (Koenig) SB 647 
would require that no person shall be 
disqualified from pursuing, practicing, 
or engaging in any occupation for 
which a license is required solely or in 
part because of a prior conviction of 
a crime, unless the crime for which an 
applicant was convicted directly relates 
to the duties and responsibilities for the 
licensed occupation. 
•  Death Penalty With Mental Illness 
(Hannegan) HB 1756 would prohibit 
the execution of any person found to 
have suffered from a serious mental 
illness at the time of the offense for 
which they are accused.

•  Voting Rights for People On 
Parole (McCarty) ACA 6 / AB 646 6 
would approve the right for people 
on parole to vote and pave the way for 
a constitutional amendment which 
would be put to California voters in 
November 2020.
•  Debt Free California (Mitchell) 
SB 144 would build on the recent 
decisions of individuals counties 
(such as San Francisco, Los Angeles, 
and Alameda) to end the collection 
of certain court and probation fees 
by repealing state law authorizing 
specified criminal justice fees.

•  Clean Slate (Rubel and Lent) 
[number pending] would allow 
individuals with felony convictions for 
nonviolent and nonsexual crimes to 
petition the courts to seal their public 
records. Individuals applying for sealed 
records would need to have served their 
whole sentence and have not reoffended 
in the three years following their release.

•  Electronic Monitoring Reform 
(Peters) HB1115 would require data-
driven justification for use of  electronic 
monitoring in order to limit its use to 
cases where it is actually effective. 
•  Right to Vote (Ford) HB4377/
HJRCA33, a bill and constitutional 
amendment, would ensure incarcerated 
people would be able to vote. 

•  Formerly Incarcerated on 
Medicaid Task Force (Moser) 
HB421 would add one formerly 
incarcerated person to the 
Advisory Council for Medical 
Assistance. It would also create a 
Technical Advisory Committee 
on Persons Returning to Society 
from Incarceration to act in an 
advisory capacity.
•  Auto Expungement 
(Bratcher) HB327 would 
automatically expunge criminal 
charges from a person’s record 
if the person is acquitted or if 
the charges are dismissed with 
prejudice.

California

Idaho

Illinois

Kentucky Missouri

 continues on next page

Bill Watch
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•  Peer Reentr y Peer Support 
Hotline (Verrelli) A 813 would 
require the establishment 
and maintenance of a 24-
hour prisoner reentry support 
hotline. The hotline, operated 
by certified peer recovery 
specialists, would receive and 
respond to calls from formerly 
incarcerated persons seeking 
support in reentry following 
release from custody.
•  Prohibition on For-Profit 
Prisons (Verrelli) A 816 would 
prohibit DOC and other public 
entities from contracting with 
for-profit, private correctional 
facilities.

•  Expungement Upon Pardon 
(Nesbit and McClinton) HB 440 
would require that charges for 
which a person has been pardoned 
or fully acquitted be expunged from 
the person’s criminal record.
•  Probation Reform (Williams) 
SB 14 would reform how long 
Pennsylvanians stay on probation 
and the time served in prison for 
probation violations. It also specifies 
that a court may not impose a 
sentence of probation consecutive 
to another sentence of probation.

•  Ending Solitary for Juveniles 
(Peterson) HB 2277 would end the 
use of solitary confinement in juvenile 
facilities when used as a form of 
punishment or retaliation.
•  Community Custody Reform 
(Klippert) HB 2394 would require 
terms of community custody to run 
concurrently unless a court expressly 
orders them to run consecutively. For 
individuals currently serving sentences, 
DOC would recalculate scheduled end 
dates for terms of community custody.

•  Parole Eligibility (Goyke) AB 
830 would expand existing earned 
release options for individuals 
who complete alcohol or drug 
addiction treatment and add an 
option for prisoners who complete 
an educational, vocational, or 
other qualifying training program. 
The bill would also require DOC 
to evaluate and provide possible 
alternatives to prison for those 
in the state’s elderly prisoner 
population. 
•  Expungement of Criminal 
Court Records (Goyke) AB 1008 
creates a procedure to expunge the 
records of a criminal case that did 
not result in a conviction. Under 
the bill, if a person is charged with 
a misdemeanor or certain traffic 
violations but the person is acquitted 
or the charges are dismissed, the 
court must order that the record of 
the case be expunged.
•  Compliance Credit (Goyke) 
AB 832 would create a compliance 
credit to incentivize the completion 
of programming by creating avenues 
toward an early discharge from 
supervision for some individuals.

New Jersey

New York
•  Fair Parole (Hoylman) S 2144 
& (R ivera) S497A aim to reform 
the parole system. S 2144 would 
make incarcerated people 55 
years old immediately eligible 
for parole if they have served at 
least 15 years in prison. S 497A 
would limit the parole board’s 
assessment to the risk one poses 
to the public, rather than the 
seriousness of the offense for 
which they were convicted.
•  Voting R ights (Parker) S 6821 
would require the Department 
of Corrections and Community 
Supervision, in collaboration 
with the state and county 
boards of election, to establish 
a program to facilitate inmate 
voter registration and voting.

North Carolina

Washington

Wisconsin

•  The Second Chance Act 
(Britt, Daniel and McKissick) 
H 874 would set up automatic 
expungement for people who are 
found not guilty or have charges 
against them dismissed after July 1, 
2020, and allow people to petition 
for the expunction of nonviolent 
misdemeanor and felony charges 
after a period of good behavior.

Pennsylvania

Interested in policy work? 
Get in touch with your 
local chapter and ask 

about advocacy.
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https://www.beyond-prisons.com/covid19

prisonerswithchildren.org/Coronavirus

https://www.allofusornone-northernnj.
com/covid-19-newark-mutual-aid

COVID-19 MUTUAL AID 
(NEWARK, NJ)

SAFETY MANUALS FOR 
INDIVIDUALS IN STATE, FEDERAL 

AND CALIFORNIA 
CORRECTIONAL FACILITIES

SUPPORTING DIRECTLY AND SYSTEM-
IMPACTED PEOPLE DURING CRISIS

Coronavirus 
Resources

Resources

The deadline for self-response to the 2020 census has been extended to 
July 31.  Fill yours out online today at  my2020census.gov.



May 2020 AOUON|27

Events



National AOUON HeadquartersNational AOUON Headquarters
c/o Legal Services for Prisoners With

Children
4400 Market St., Oakland, CA 94608

Phone: (415) 255-7036 x337
Fax: (415) 552-3150

AOUON National Organizer:
Oscar Flores: 

oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org

Bakersfield
Ucedrah Osby: 

AOUONBakersfield@gmail.com

Los Angeles/Long Beach
c/o A New Way of Life Reentry Project

PO Box 875288, Los Angeles, CA
90087

Phone: (323) 563-3575
Fax: (323) 563-3445

Angelique Evans:
angelique@anewwayoflife.org

Orange County
Stephanie Jeffcoat: 

stephaniejeffcoatocaouon@gmail.com

Riverside
Erica Smith:

riversideallofusornone@gmail.com

Sacramento
PO Box 292967, Sacramento, CA 95829

Henry Ortiz: 
henry@prisonerswithchildren.org

San Bernardino 
c/o A Time for Change Foundation
PO Box 25040, San Bernardino, CA 

92406
Phone: (909) 886-2994

Fax: (909) 886-0218
Kim Carter:

 kcarter@timeforchangefoundation.org

San Diego
Curtis Howard: 

allofusornonesandiego@gmail.com

Idaho Chapter
Mary Failing: maryfailing@my.cwi.edu

Chapter Contacts
Slave, who is it that shall free you?
Those in deepest darkness lying.
Comrade, only these can see you
Only they can hear you crying.
Comrade, only slaves can free you.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.
One alone his lot can’t better.
Either gun or fetter.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

You who hunger, who shall feed you?
If it’s bread you would be carving,
Come to us, we too are starving.
Come to us and let us lead you.
Only hungry men can feed you.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.
One alone his lot can’t better.
Either gun or fetter.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

Beaten man, who shall avenge you?
You, on whom the blows are falling,
Hear your wounded brothers calling.
Weakness gives us strength to lend you.
Come to us, we shall avenge you.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.
One alone his lot can’t better.
Either gun or fetter.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

Who, oh wretched one, shall dare it?
He who can no longer bear it.
Counts the blows that arm his spirit.
Taught the time by need and sorrow,
Strikes today and not tomorrow.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.
One alone his lot can’t better.
Either gun or fetter.
Everything or nothing. All of us or none.

Bertolt Brecht (1898–1956)

All of Us All of Us 
Or None Or None 

Central Illinois
General Parker: 

gparker326@gmail.com

Chicago
Richard Wallace: 

Chicago.IL.AOUON@gmail.com

Louisville 
Savvy Shabazz: 

AOUONLouisville@gmail.com
St. Louis 

Patty Berger: 
AOUON.StL@gmail.com

Durham 
Andrea “Muffin” Hudson: 
AOUONNC@gmail.com

Eastern N.C.
Corey Purdie: 

AOUONENC@gmail.com

Charlotte 
Kristie Puckett Williams: 

AllOfUsOrNoneNC@gmail.com

Greater Cincinnati 
Zaria Davis: 

CincyAOUON@gmail.com

Philadelphia 
Malik Aziz: 

PhillyAOUON@gmail.com

San Antonio
Steve HuertaL: 

AllOfUsOrNoneTexas@gmail.com

New York 
Ivelisse Gilestra: 

AOUON.NewYork@gmail.com

Northern New Jersey 
P.O. Box 9812, Newark, NJ 07104

Tia Ryans: AOUON.NJ@gmail.com

Eastern Washington 
Megan Pirie: 

EasternWAAOUON@gmail.com

Madison
Caliph Muab-el: 

WIAOUON@gmail.com


