Like 0

Share

Tweet

Share

LSPC Newsletter October 2016

Gov. Brown Signs AB 1008, Extends Ban the
Box to Private Employers
On Saturday, October 14, California
Governor Jerry Brown signed into law AB
1008, the California Fair Chance Act, one
of the strongest state laws in the country
extending “ban the box” to private
employers.
Authored by Assemblymember Kevin
McCarty and co-sponsored by Legal
Services for Prisoners with Children, All of
Us or None, National Employment Law
Dorsey Nunn speaks at a press conference
Project, and Time for Change Foundation, for AB 1008 with (L-R) Policy Fellow
AB 1008 delays background checks until Joseph Johnson, Policy Director Marcus
McKinney, and Assemblymember Kevin
after conditional job offer has been
McCarty in Sacramento, CA.
extended. It also ensures that job
applicants receive a copy of their records before a final hiring decision so
that they can point out any errors and offer additional information. The
law will take effect January 1, 2018, and will remove barriers to
employment for millions of Californians.
After hearing about the signing of AB 1008, Dorsey Nunn wrote:
I woke up with my mind on Freedom. This victory belongs to all the people who took one step or
walked a thousand miles to get it done. To my family, friends, allies and comrades, I appreciate you.
To the formerly incarcerated people who did not really have a reason to believe that we could
accomplish this but fought and believed anyway, I am extremely grateful that we took this journey
together. I also need to let you know our fight for the full restoration of civil and human rights still
rests on a top of a mountain that we are still climbing. Our work is not done, I woke up this morning
with my mind on Freedom.

We want to thank all of you who
helped in passing this major
legislation, including SB 180 the
RISE Act, as well supporting our
Fines & Fees work. We thank
especially all the formerly
incarcerated & convicted people, our
families, allies, & co-conspirators
who worked so hard campaigning,
advocating, walking the halls of the
Capitol, phoning in, testifying at
hearings, & doing everything
necessary to support this bill & see it through to the end.

Click here for our full 2017 Legislative Slate of co-sponsored and
supported bills.

2017 Justice Journal: In Print & Online
LSPC is pleased to announce the
online publication of our annual
Justice Journal!
The journal covers all of our
programs—All of Us or None, Family
Unity Project, Policy Advocacy,
Interns—and the many successes
we've had fighting for formerly
incarcerated people & family
members over the past year.
Donors and supporters should
already have received printed copies
in the mail. Please let us know if you
haven't!
Past editions of the Justice Journal
can be found on our website here.
Enjoy!
And thank you for all your support!

Read Now

Fines & Fees

Gaining Ground on the Road to Reforming Court Debt
Our Fines & Fees work, headed by LSPC Staff
Attorney Brittany Stonesifer, works to create
Economic Justice by decriminalizing poverty in
the court system.
As the 2017 stretch of California’s 2-year
legislative cycle comes to a close this month,
low-income people in this state are now far
better protected from unaffordable court fees
and harsh collections practices than they were
when the year began. With the persistent
advocacy of LSPC and other organizations in the Back on the Road
Coalition, the Governor this summer signed an end to license suspensions
for failure to pay in traffic court, making California the first state in the
nation to pass this kind of much-needed reform. Similarly, AB 503,
another economic justice bill supported by LSPC, requires counties to offer
fine reductions and affordable payment plans to indigent people who
cannot afford to pay for parking tickets starting this month.
Next year, LSPC will continue to sponsor SB 185, which will create
standardized fine and fee reductions for traffic court defendants who are
unable to pay the full cost of their tickets. It will also strengthen
protections for people who miss a court date or payment.
Even with all of our legislative victories this
year, LSPC knows that no policy change is
self-implementing. That’s why we were
proud to help create the Back on the Road
“Ability to Pay” Implementation Toolkit, a
helpful resource for legal services
providers, public defenders, community
advocates, and directly-impacted people
working to ensure that the practices of
local traffic courts comply with new
statewide rules clarifying and expanding
the rights of indigent court users. The
Toolkit, released last week, contains an
issue primer and over 100 pages of knowyour-rights materials, sample court
motions, and advocate tools. Advocates of
all kinds who are interested in learning
more about how to fight for better “ability Click on image to access the Back on the
to pay” protections can also check out this Road "Ability to Pay" Toolkit.

webinar, co-presented recently by Brittany.

Community Outreach
LSPC / All of Us or None continues to participate in community events all
over the Bay Area, including the National Night Out at the Lion Creek
complex near the Colosseum and the West Oakland Anthem unity event,
both in Oakland.

LSPC staff, interns, and volunteers share legal and
movement information during National Night Out at
the Lion Creek complex in Oakland, CA on August
1.

LSPC Policy Fellow Sandra Johnson talks with a
Lion Creek resident while gather signatures for our
Ban the Box petition during National Night Out in
Oakland, CA.

AOUON Organizer Aaliyah Mohammad (seated at
table, second from left) takes questions during the
Immigration and Incarceration panel at Junior State
of America in August in Davis, CA.

AOUON members staff an information table during
the West Oakland Anthem event—bringing together
people and musicians from all over West Oakland—
at Bobby Hutton Park on September 9.

On October 18-19, 2017, AOUON Organizer Aaliyah Muhammad and Policy
Fellow Joseph Johnson represented All Of Us Or None at the Ending Gun
Violence Summit in Stockton, CA. The event was hosted by Fathers and
Families of San Joaquin and brought together organizers, policymakers,
allies, leaders, educators, scholars, service providers, and community
members from across the nation to hear from and learn with those most

impacted by issues related to gun violence. The Summit also honored the
advocates, organizers, and community members who provide outreach,
support and treatment to communities who typically do not have access,
and instead are often criminalized.
In conjunction with One Justice, we were
able to help over 60 people obtain their
RAP sheets, which they can bring to our
Clean Slate clinic in Stockton on
Wednesday, Dec. 6, for an expungement
evaluation. For more information about
the clinic, contact Aaliyah Muhammad:
aaliyah@prisonerswithchildren.org or
415.625.7042.
Michael Tubbs, Mayor of Stockton,
encouraged LSPC to build an AOUON
chapter in his city, and to become
involved through community barbeques
and events. We look forward to organizing
convicted citizens of Stockton soon!

AOUON Organizer Aaliyah Muhammad
(left) and LSPC Policy Fellow Joseph
Johnson (right) stand with Michael Tubbs,
Mayor of Stockton, at the Ending Gun
Violence event on October 18.

more formerly incarcerated and

AOUON National Retreat Reinvigorates Chapter Building,
Focuses Movement Direction
The 2017 All of Us or None Retreat was held in Ontario CA on September
29-30, 2017. Hosted by the Riverside Chapter on Friday, and by the San
Bernardino chapter on Saturday, the two cities welcomed us with beautiful
weather and great people—although San Bernardino’s weather was
downright hot on Saturday!
Representatives included
members from the Bay Area,
Fresno, Sacramento, Los Angeles,
Long Beach, Riverside, San
Bernadino, San Diego, San Antonio,
TX and Durham, NC chapters.
Dorsey Nunn stated our goal: "To
organize 10,000 members within
the year!"
We started our meeting with the
AOUON Code of conduct and our
self-determination pledge. We gave
LSPC Executive Director and AOUON Co-Founder
the history of AOUON for new
Dorsey Nunn discusses the history of the
members and as a refresher for
movement with AOUON members from across the

long-time members. All chapters
country in Ontario, CA on September 29.
participated in an AOUON Timeline
group project, documenting milestones AOUON chapters have made since
its inception in 2003. We voted on important issues that affect us, our
families, and communities—including voting restoration, alternatives to
incarceration, challenging registration databases, collateral consequences
—and will begin to work on them collectively in our regions. It was great
to see how much the younger people participated and added their voices
to the conversations.
We ended the Retreat with a night of Spoken Word poetry and music from
our very talented members. For more information about existing AOUON
chapters or how to start one in your area, contact Aaliyah Muhammad:
aaliyah@prisonerswithchildren.org or 415.625.7042.

National No-Shackling of Pregnant Women Convening
Develops Incarcerated Women's Bill of Rights
From October 15th to 18th, LSPC hosted
the "National No-Shackling of Pregnant
Women Convening" in Indio, CA. It was
organized by LSPC's Family Unity Project
Coordinator Harriette Davis and assisted
by Ellen Barry, consultant with Women &
Justice Issues and Linda Evans, a founding
member of all Of Us Or None. The
convening brought together women from seven states, many of whom
were formerly incarcerated (some who had been shackled/restrained while
incarcerated during labor, birth, and postpartum), as well as allies who
have helped to pass anti-shackling legislation or monitor the
implementation of the laws in various states.
The goal of the convening was to advance
a national effort to move legislation
forward in 14 states that have no laws
prohibiting the shackling or restraining of
pregnant incarcerated women, and to
develop a set of best practices in
advocating for this issue.
Women at the conference also created an "Incarcerated Pregnant
Women’s Bill of Rights" that details ideal universal treatment of pregnant
women while incarcerated in order to preserve dignity, give respect,
and protect the health of the mother and her baby. The information,
shared knowledge, and notes gathered at this convening, as well as the
Incarcerated Women’s Bill of Rights, will be synthesized to create a report
that will be available as a public resource for anti-shackling advocates.

For more information about our Anti-Shackling Campaign, visit our
website or contact Family Unity Project Coordinator Harriette
Davis:harriette@prisonerswithchildren.org or 415.625.7048

Job Opportunities
LSPC is proud to offer the following job and fellowship opportunities. Click
on the links for the full description and requirements.

2018 Soros Justice Advocacy Fellowship
LSPC seeks to sponsor a third year law student or recent law graduate for
a Soros Justice Advocacy Fellowship. Qualified law students and
recent law graduates interested in applying for a fellowship with LSPC are
invited to submit a brief project proposal and application as soon as
possible so we can assist you submitting the final application to the
Soros Fellowship program by December 6, 2017.

All of Us or None National Organizer
The National Organizer will assist in
planning, coordinating and organizing All
of Us or None chapter activities
nationwide. The person holding the
position will be based in the San
Francisco Bay Area and will work in close
cooperation with staff organizers and
All of Us or None - Oakland, CA
volunteer leaders to promote the
development of AOUON and support the establishment of chapters
nationwide.
The National Organizer position will remain open until filled.

Ronald “Elder” Freeman Memorial Policy Fellowship
Legal Services for Prisoners with Children seeks formerly incarcerated
persons with a strong commitment to social justice and prison reform for
four 2018 Policy Fellowship positions.
We are looking for four (4) formerly
incarcerated people to join our
office for an intensive 12-month
fellowship program to learn
grassroots organizing, legislative
and administrative advocacy, and
other strategies to run local and
state campaigns with the goal of

2017 Policy Fellows Joseph Johnson (front, left)
and Sandra Johnson (front, center) stand with
AB1008 author Assemblymember Kevin McCarty
(back, center), LSPC staff and interns, and
organizational allies at the Capitol in Sacramento.

elevating the leadership of formerly
incarcerated people in criminal
justice reform.

This year’s Policy Fellowships will
also provide the opportunity for
young adults between this ages of 18-24 to participate in the program by
reserving two slots specifically for the age demographic. This will ensure
LSPC’s Policy Fellowship Program includes multi-generational
representation, is consistent with this rich history, and includes formerly
incarcerated individuals with diverse backgrounds and life experiences
fighting collectively to reform the criminal justice system.

LSPC Calendar
Support the Hunger Strikers!

Where: Alameda County Administration
Building — 1221 Oak Street, Oakland, CA
When: November 9, 2017 — 9 A.M. Rally,
10 A.M Hearing
People incarcerated in the Alameda and
Santa Clara County jails are currently on a
hunger strike to protest horrible conditions
and the tortuous use of solitary
confinement. In response, the Santa Clara
County Sheriff stated, "Some of them
could stand to lose a little weight."
Acknowledging our earlier protests, the
Alameda County Board of Supervisors is
holding a hearing in downtown Oakland on
Nov. 9. at 10 A.M. Join us at the Alameda
County BOS building at 9 A.M. for a rally
before the hearing!

Policy Webinar

From Protest to Policy: Transforming a Grassroots Anti-Discrimination
Movement into State Law
WHEN: Monday, December 4 — noon to 1 p.m.
In October, Governor Brown signed AB 1008, a
bill to end blanket discrimination in hiring
practices against people with conviction
histories. Sponsored by Legal Services for
Prisoners with Children, this bill was the
culmination of 14 years of grassroots organizing
locally and nationally. This webinar will trace the

history of this movement and recount how that
history enhanced the legislative effort this year.
It will go behind the scenes to describe the
challenges in getting a bill passed in
Sacramento. This case study offers a roadmap for successful legislative
advocacy on behalf of legal services clients and communities.
Presenters:
Dorsey Nunn, Legal Services for Prisoners with Children
Marcus McKinney, Legal Services for Prisoners with Children
Eva DeLair, Legal Services for Prisoners with Children
1 hour of general CLE credit. Register here!

Sat. December 9: Community Giveback!
Onetta Harris Community Center; Menlo Park

All of Us or None members understand how hard the holidays are for
families with incarcerated loved ones. That’s why we organize this annual
event each December: to give bikes and other gifts to children with
parents in jails and prisons throughout California, on behalf of their
incarcerated parent.
The Community Giveback reminds children
that they have a whole community of
people who care about them. The event is
dedicated to the memory of Robert Moody,
a formerly incarcerated activist who
helped initiate the project.
The annual Community Giveback is
supported 100% by donations and
volunteer time, and we take donations
year-round to cover expenses. (Allies and
supporters can also help by sponsoring the purchase of a bicycle.)
For more info contact Hamdiya Cooks-Abdullah:
hamdiya@prisonerswithchildren.org or (415) 255-7036 ext. 315
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