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LSPC Celebrating 40 Years
of Freedom & Movement
 

You don’t make it 40 years as a non-profit without the
consistent support from community.

So I was especially pleased that we could celebrate our
40th anniversary—and All of Us or None’s 15th!—with so
many of you who have joined us on our long journey to
end mass incarceration and restore the civil and human
rights of formerly incarcerated and convicted people.

Thank you also to our special guests Michelle Alexander, Marc
Lamont Hill, and Vonya Quarles, as well as to moderator Davey D.,
for an extremely thought-provoking panel discussion about the
criminal injustice system, ending mass incarceration, and centering
formerly incarcerated / convicted experts (like Vonya!) at the core
of the movement. A video of the conversation will be available
soon.

Michelle Alexander (speaking), Marc Lamont Hill, and Vonya Quarles discuss freedom,
movement, and the fight to end mass incarceration, in a conversation moderated by
KPFA Hard Knock Radio’s Davey D (far left).
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And an enormous “Thank You” to LSPC staff and All of Us or None
members. The past few months have been a whirlwind: in addition
to organizing the 40th Anniversary Gala, we hosted a block party in
our new neighborhood, and co-sponsored and helped pass several
criminal justice bills. We attended the 2nd National FICFPM
Conference in Orlando, FL. Oh, and moved into our own building in
August! Our staff has been heavy-lifting non-stop for most of the
year, and I am extremely grateful for all their hard work.
 

On the balcony of the Oakland Scottish Rite Center, LSPC staff and honored guests
take a moment during the Gala to celebrate 40 years of amazing work. 

Speaking of our new office, I’d like to invite all of you to come visit
the Freedom & Movement Center here in Oakland. Your
organization can use the Center to meet, or you, yourself, can just
stop by to say hello and see the home formerly incarcerated people
built. There’s coffee brewing in the kitchen and candy on Errol’s
desk waiting for you.
 
I thank you again, and hope to see you soon. Here’s to the next 40
years!
 



LSPC Administrative Director Hamdiya
Cooks-Abdullah, Author/Professor Michelle
Alexander, and LSPC 2018 Policy Fellow
Noe Gudiño celebrate a special Gala night.
Michelle has supported LSPC for many
years, since her days working at the ACLU
in San Francisco, and cited much of All of
Us or None's work in her best-selling
criminal justice critique, The New Jim
Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness.

LSPC honored former interns Rachel
Meeropol (above) and Jennifer Taylor.
Rachel is now a Senior Staff Attorney at
the Center for Constitutional Rights, one of
our partners in ending long-term solitary
confinement. Jennifer (not able to attend
the Gala due to EJI was arguing a case
before the U.S. Supreme Court hearing) is
now a Senior Staff Attorney for the Equal
Justice Initiative. We are so proud of both
—proof that our Intern Program ripples the
waters of social justice far into the future.

LSPC Board Member Millard Murphy
(center) and former LSPC Executive

LSPC Co-Founder Ellen Barry (center-
bottom-right) leads the crowd with laughter
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California Assembly Member Rob Bonta,
standing with Assembly Member David
Chiu and members of co-sponsoring
organizations, speaks about the passage
and signing of AB 2845.

LSPC Senior Staff Attorney Carol
Strickman outlines the Parole Board
reforms that will be implimented with the
signing of AB 2845.

Director Karen Shain (right) enjoy the VIP
reception at the Gala.

while listening to current Executive Director
Dorsey Nunn speak. 

 

More photos of this amazing night here!

 

Parole Bill Celebrated & Pardons Urged
 

On October 10, LSPC, Asian
Americans Advancing Justice, and
other co-sponsors of AB 2845 held
a press conference to celebrate
the passage of that bill. AB 2845 is
the first progressive reform of
California’s pardon and
commutation statutes since World
War II. The new law makes the
pardon and commutation
processes more transparent and
helpful, by setting some deadlines
and notification requirements for
the Board of Parole Hearings,
which investigates these
applications. It also requires
expedited consideration in the
event of urgency (such as pending
deportation). Finally, the bill
makes it unlawful for any
employer to consider a job
applicant’s conviction for which the
applicant has received a Certificate
of Rehabilitation or pardon.
 
We also publicly asked Gov. Brown
to pardon a group of Southeast Asian refugees who are currently
detained and facing deportation due to a recent round of ICE raids
in California targeting primarily the Cambodian community.
Members of the Asian Prisoners Support Committee, Assembly
Member Rob Bonta (our bill’s author), and Assembly Member David
Chiu also spoke.

The press conference was livestreamed on LSPC's Facebook page &
can be viewed here.
 
For more information, contact Senior Staff Attorney Carol
Strickman: carol@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7043.

https://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/media-events/2018-40th-anniversary-gala/
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CA Assembly Member David Chiu of San
Francisco (center) speaks before members
of the coalition that co-sponsored and
suppored AB 2138, including East Bay
Community Law Center, Root and Rebound,
Alameda County Public Defender’s Office,
and the National Employment Law Project.

 

 
Occupational License Bill Press Conference

On Monday, October 11, Legal Services for Prisoners and All of Us
or None co-hosted a press conference to celebrate the passage of
AB 2138, the Occupational Licensing Bill authored by Assembly
Members Chiu and Low, at the Freedom and Movement Center, in
Oakland, CA.
 

Governor Brown signed AB 2138
into law in September, creating a
pathway for millions of
Californians with conviction
histories to successfully apply for
a license or certification from
various licensing boards under
the Department of Consumer
Affairs. The bill is one of the first
of its kind in California to take
affirmatively steps to provide
formerly-incarcerated and
system-impacted people the
ability to earn a living wage and
use the skills and experience they

have earned before and during incarceration to support themselves
and their families. LSPC and AOUON could not be more proud as
co-sponsors of this bill and its passage. Upwards and onwards!

For more info on LSPC's work to remove barriers to occupational
licenses, contact Policy Manager Sabina Crocette at:
sabina@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7040.
 

 
2018 LSPC Legislative Wrap-up
 

LSPC and AOUON had a successful
legislative year in 2018 for bills that
support currently and formerly
incarcerated and impacted people. We
co-sponsored a total of nine bills during
the legislative session.
 
During the process of trying to get the
bills passed, four of the criminal justice
reform bills (SB 185, AB 535, SB 1105,
and SB 1392), one of the economic
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CA State Senator Holly Mitchell
stands with LSPC 2018 Policy
Fellow Noe Gudiño in
Sacramento. This year Senator
Mitchell authored, with Senator
Ricardo Lara, a slate of criminal
justice reform bills, including our
co-sponsored SB 1391.

policy bills (AB 3039), and the budget
bill (SB 105) did not make it to the
Governor’s desk to become laws. Of the
remaining bills, AB 2138, the
occupational licensing bill, AB 2293, the
Emergency Medical Technician or EMT
bill, AB 2845, the pardons and
commutations bill and SB 1393, the
sentencing reform bill were successful
and made it to become laws.

AB 2138 allows millions of Californians with criminal histories
who were previously denied licensing and certifications to
successfully apply for a license or certification from various
licensing boards through the Department of Consumer Affairs;

AB 2293 started off as a bill to allow formerly incarcerated
folks who wanted to become firefighters to meet the EMT
certification requirement of many fire departments, but was
reduced to a study bill to determine what barriers are in place
to becoming a firefighter for formerly incarcerated persons;

AB 2845 provides for a more streamlined and transparent
application and approval process for pardon and commutation
applications, including a Ban the Box component on job
applications for those awarded a certificate of rehabilitation or
pardon relief.

SB 1393 removes the mandatory 5-year sentence
enhancement for prior serious felonies from treatment as
mandatory and stackable and instead allows for judicial
discretion in its application to a particular case.

Every legislative session thousands of bills are put forth and few
make it to the finish line as a law whose impact can change lives
and strengthen futures for formerly and currently incarcerated and
impacted people. We are amazed and energized to know that
many of our legislative efforts paid off in 2018. LSPC and AOUON
will be back for the 2019 legislative season to continue the gains
and victories until all of the people inside and outside have the
benefit of every law and opportunity that is rightfully theirs as
citizens and human beings.



Family Unity Program
Coordinator Aaliyah
Muhammad

 

Former LSPC Family Unity Project Coordinator Harriette Davis (far left), Program
Manager Sabina Crocette (fourth from left), and former Staff Attorney Eva DeLair (third
from right) stand at the Capitol in Sacramento this spring as Assembly Member David
Chiu (center) announces the filing of three bills that would remove barriers to
occupational licenses for people with conviction histories.

 

Continuing Lifelines Classes at CIW
 

On October 6-7, LSPC’s Family Unity Project
went into the California Institution for Women
(CIW) in Chino to teach the Lifelines Class.
Lifelines is a Family Law Class open to all
women who want to learn the court process
and file the legal forms necessary to help
themselves. The advanced class is for women
who work in the prison law library, hold
leadership roles in self-help organizations,
function as jailhouse lawyers, have experience
in advocating for themselves in family court, or
are interested in assisting others in this area.
 
Senior Staff Attorney Carol Strickman, former

Staff Attorney Brittany Stonesifer, and Family Unity Program
Coordinator Aaliyah Muhammad were welcomed to the institution
by the Women Educating Women self-help group, a group that
empowers the women housed at CIW.
 
A total of 24 women attended Saturday and 16 attended Sunday.
There were more who wanted to attend, but the women were
misinformed by CDCR that only women with open cases could
attend the training. In truth, ALL the women are invited to the
Lifelines classes.
 
The women were very appreciative for the information they
received and want us to come more often. I enjoyed the time I
spent with these women. It was my first time being there since
being released from CIW in 1989. I would like to go there more



LSPC Board of Directors Chair
Marlene Sanchez (left) and 2018
Policy Fellow Aminah Colbert at
the FreeHer National Conference
in Tulsa, Oklahoma.

often if and when we reach the capacity to do so.

 

FreeHer National Conference
 

From September 27-30, hundreds of
women across the U.S. gathered at the
FreeHer National Conference in Tulsa,
Oklahoma to strategize on campaigns to
free women currently held in prisons and
jails in America. There were three full
days of workshops ranging from
Reuniting Families to Reproductive
Justice, the Domestic Violence Survivor
Justice Act to Collateral Consequences.
 
2018 Policy Fellow Aminah Colbert
reflected, “It was the most amazing and
empowering women's conference I have
ever experienced, as women shared
their personal stories of incarceration,
reentry, and advocacy.”
 
The conference was organized by the
National Council for Incarcerated and Formerly Incarcerated
Women & Girls.

 

All of Us or None: South Carolina leadership
training

On October 11-12, AOUON National Organizer Oscar Flores
traveled to Columbia and Charleston, South Carolina to meet with
formerly incarcerated community members to discuss reentry
issues and organizing strategies. Oscar collaborated with
JustLeadershipUSA's Fair Hiring Project Coordinator Megan French-
Marcelin, who has organized Leadership Development Activities for
South Carolina, and Lester Young Jr., a local formerly incarcerated
community organizer.
 

http://centerforjustice.columbia.edu/2018/07/18/freeher-national-conference-request-proposals/
https://www.nationalcouncil.us/
https://www.nationalcouncil.us/


In spite of meeting in the middle of Hurricane Michael, the training
sessions were successful: dozens of enthusiastic activists learned
about our model of Participatory Expungement as well as how we
successfully passed Ban the Box legislation in California.

For more information about trainings and organizing national
chapters of All of Us or None, contact Oscar at:
oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7048.
 

 
Community Outreach: Voter Registration at
Mosswood Park

On Saturday, October 6, All of Us or None hosted a community
cookout and voter registration event at Mosswood Park in Oakland,
CA. We co-hosted the event with the ACLU, Project WHAT!, the
League of Women Voters, and the College Preparatory school.



2018 Policy Fellow Noe Gudiño said, “It was great teaching some of
the youth how to engage with the community and register voters.
We made the most out of the sunny weather with good food and a
great atmosphere.”
 
For more information about voting rights and registration, contact
AOUON Senior Organizer Dauras Cyprian:
dauras@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7051.
 

 
California Department of Fair Employment &
Housing Convening

On September 27, All of Us or
None tabled at a vendor fair
hosted by the Department of Fair
Employment and Housing (DFEH)
in Sacramento. DFEH is the state
agency charged with enforcing
California’s civil rights laws. The
mission of DFEH is to protect the people of California from unlawful
discrimination in employment, housing and public
accommodations, and from hate violence and human trafficking.
 
If you are discriminated in employment or housing based on a
disability, your conviction history, race, or other legally-recognized
category, contact DFEH here and file a complaint. Ban the Box /
Fair Chance Hiring is recognized and enforced by DFEH.
 

Welcome Home!

Alameda County Supervisor Keith
Carson (District 5) has initiated a
“Welcome Home” project for men
and women who are recently
released from incarceration.
Spearheaded by Supervisor

https://www.dfeh.ca.gov/


Alameda County Supervisor Keith Carson
and community organizers welcome home
Jason Jones and Joey Mason.

Aila        Judy

Carson’s Community Engagement
associate Shomari Carter, the
program connects the newly
returned with members of various organizations—like All of Us or
None—to connect them directly to resources that will assist them
in acclimating back into the community.
 
For more info contact Shomari Carter, Community Engagement
Associate: shomari.carter@acgov.org / 510.268.5376
 

 
International Visitors

Our Freedom & Movement Center recently
hosted two international delegations, both
organized by the U.S. Department of State’s
International Visitor Leadership Program. On
Oct. 16, women leaders from African nations
such as Botswana, Liberia, Nigeria, Uganda,
and others visited to discuss a wide variety of
topics, including incarceration, refugees,
trauma, rehabilitation, and restitution. The

next day, on Oct. 17, a group from the Philippines who work with
youth directly impacted by the criminal justice system joined us to
share best practices to support the youth and their families.
 
2018 has turned out to be a very global year for LSPC and All of Us
or None, as we also participated in the CURE Conference on Prison
Reform and Human Rights in Rwanda in May, and Dorsey joined
the Drug Policy Alliance delegation to Portugal in March.
 

 
Welcome Aila & Judy!

LSPC is excited to welcome two staff
attorneys to the family: Aila Ferguson and
Judy Jun. Aila joins us after being a legal
fellow at ACLU Southern California. Judy
previously worked as a public defender at the
Legal Aid Society in Queens, N.Y. and is
currently studying to pass the California Bar
exam.

Welcome to the Freedom & Movement Center!
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All of Us or None on Adam Ruins Everything 

If you missed Dorsey and All of Us or
None on “Adam Ruins Prison,” the 2016
episode of TruTV’s extremely popular
Adam Ruins Everything series, then
now’s your chance to catch it!
 
Netflix is currently streaming the series,
including the episode that features
Forward Justice founder and attorney
Daryl Atkinson (member of the Formerly
Incarcerated, Convicted Peoples &
Families Movement steering committee)
and Dorsey discussing Ban the Box and
All of Us or None. While “Adam Ruins
Prison” (Episode 20) is great on its own,
the preceeding “Adam Ruins Drugs”
(Episode 19) is worth the watch as it
exposes the “War on Drugs” that politicians and prosecutors use to
incarcerate so many. Both episodes are 20 minutes each, and
follow the same Becky as she gets busted for drugs and then
booted into prison. Adam rocks a nerdy, goofy delivery, but all his
facts are spot on!
 

 
CALENDAR
 
AOUON Bay Area Chapter Meeting
When: Thursday, November 15 — 6:00-8:00 P.M.
Where: Freedom & Movement Center – 4400 Market St., Oakland,
CA. 94608

All people and family members directly
impacted by the criminal justice system are
invited to join All of Us or None at our monthly
meeting the 3rd Thursday of each month in
Oakland, CA. We discuss local and state
legislation, plan community events, and
strategize how to advocate for our community
in our own voices. For more information
contact AOUON Organizer Dauras Cyprian:
dauras@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7051.
 
 
Community Giveback
When: Saturday, December 8 — 12 noon-5:00 P.M.
Where: Onetta Harris Community Center – 100 Terminal Ave.,
Menlo Park, CA 94025

https://www.trutv.com/shows/adam-ruins-everything/index.html
https://www.netflix.com/title/80996949
https://www.trutv.com/shows/adam-ruins-everything/blog/adams-sources/adam-ruins-prison.html
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All of Us or None members understand how hard the holidays are
for families with incarcerated loved ones. That’s why we organize
the annual Community Giveback each December to give bikes and
other gifts to children with parents in jails and prisons throughout
California, on behalf of their incarcerated parent.
 

The event reminds children that they
have a whole community of people who
care about them. It also supports former
prisoners in their efforts to positively
impact their communities. It is dedicated
to the memory of Robert Moody, a
formerly incarcerated activist who helped
initiate the project.

 
You can donate here. To volunteer or for more information, contact
Hamdiya Cooks-Abdullah: hamdiya@prisonerswithchildren.org

 

Like us on Facebook
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