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LSPC Newsletter, September 2018

LSPC Is Celebrating 40 Years
of Freedom & Movement,
And You’re Invited!
2018 marks the 40-year
anniversary of Legal Services
for Prisoners with Children as
well as the 15-year
anniversary of All of Us or
None. We have much to
celebrate!
Not many non-profits last for
4 decades, and very few have
grown as we have. Ellen Barry
founded Network on Women in
Prison in 1978 to support the
then-relatively small and
unrecognized population of
incarcerated woman. Over the
next 39 years, we expanded
our mission to include all
incarcerated and convicted
people, as well as the family
members who bear much of
the brunt of the costs of mass
incarceration. After wandering
40 years in the rented office
space wilderness of San Francisco, we bought a building and created
a home in North Oakland: The Freedom & Movement Center.
The Freedom & Movement Center
represents more than just a building
and a push back at the gentrification
of Oakland—this is the space where
we can organize and continue to
train formerly incarcerated people,
family members, and allies to
effectively advocate for policy
change and to create the
communities we deserve.
We invite you to celebrate with us this watershed moment in our

organization’s long history at our 40th Anniversary Gala, to be held
Wednesday evening on October 3rd at the Scottish Rite Center near
Lake Merritt in Oakland. We are excited to have Michelle Alexander,
Marc Lamont Hill, and Vonya Quarles in a conversation on freedom,
movement, and the fight to end mass incarceration, moderated by
KPFA Hard Knock Radio’s Davey D. Tickets are still available, and we
would be honored if you could attend.
Here’s to the next 40 years!

BLOCK PARTY!!
In mid-August, LSPC bid farewell to
our old (rented) office at Market &
Van Ness in San Francisco and
moved across the Bay into our new
home: The Freedom & Movement
Center. For our official grand
opening on September 1st, we
closed off half of 44th Street and
threw a block party to welcome and
break bread with our new neighbors Executive Director Dorsey Nunn thanks
in the historic Longfellow District of local residents for welcoming LSPC to the
neighborhood.
North Oakland.
Enjoy the photos, and please stop by the office anytime you’re
passing by 44th & Market!

More photos available here on LSPC's Facebook page.

2018 FICPFM National Conference
—Orlando, Florida
LSPC staff and AOUON members traveled to Orlando, Florida from
Sept. 13-16 to participate in the 2nd National Conference of the
Formerly Incarcerated & Convicted People & Families Movement.
There, we joined with other directly-impacted organizers, family
members, and funders from across the country for a series of
plenaries, panel discussions, strategy sessions, and good oldfashioned in-person networking.

In 2016, LSPC and AOUON organized the first FICPFM National
Conference, bringing about 650 people to Oakland. This year,

Forward Justice—another FICPFM Steering Committee organization—
took on the heavy lifting, made even more challenging as they are
located a few states away in Durham, North Carolina.
We chose Orlando as the location so we could all participate in a Day
of Action to help the Florida Rights Restoration Coalition to pass
Amendment 4—on their state ballot this November—which would
restore the voting rights for over 1.4 MILLION Floridians with a
felony conviction.

More photos here on the AOUON Facebook page.

If you know someone in Florida, tell them to get to the polls in
November and VOTE!
For more information about felony disenfranchisement and our
campaign to restore voting rights for all Californians, contact AOUON
Lead Organizer Dauras Cyprian: dauras@prisonerswithchildren.org

AOUON National Gathering
With so many All of Us
or None members
attending the FICPFM
National Conference in
Orlando, we celebrated
the largest gathering of
AOUON chapters in our
organization’s history!
Members from almost
every AOUON chapter
were present: Oakland,
East Oakland Youth,
East Palo Alto, Los
Angeles, Riverside, San Diego, San Antonio, Houston, Illinois,
Philadelphia, Saint Louis, and Durham.

AOUON Co-Founder Dorsey Nunn took us back to the beginning of
the movement in 2003, and recapped many of the challenges we
faced over the last 15 years. You can see the video of Dorsey’s
inspirational talk here.

All of Us Or None - National Gathering - 2018

Watch later
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Most important, the AOUON dinner allowed us to see, in person, all
of our comrades who are doing amazing work all over the country.
Interested in starting an AOUON chapter in your area? Contact
AOUON National Organizer Oscar Flores:
oscar@prisonerswithchildren.org or 415.625.7048

September Legislation Update
As of time of going to press (late Thursday, Sept. 27), several of our
co-sponsored bills are still on the Governor’s desk awaiting his
signature. He must sign or veto before midnight, Sunday, Sept. 30!
Please call Governor Brown at 916.445.2841 and ask him to sign:
AB 2138 (Occupational Licenses – Consumer Affairs) removes the blanket ban on felony convictions for certain
occupational licenses.
SB 1437 (Felony Murder) – ends charging people who are present
at a murder with felony murder regardless of whether the person
was directly involved with the act or not.
SB 1391 (Juveniles prosecuted as adults) – ends the current
practice of allowing district attorneys to prosecute 14-15 year-olds
as adults.
Governor Brown already signed AB 2293 (Occupational License EMT), which originally would have “Banned the Box” for people
trained as firefighters in prison. However, the bill was changed to an
informational study. We hope to remove barriers for formerly
incarcerated firefighters—who save the state of California $100
MILLION each year while in prison but who can’t get a job upon
release—in the next legislative cycle.
UPDATE: Late Thursday afternoon, Gov. Brown signed AB 2845
(Pardon Bill), which requires that pardon applications be
investigated in a timely manner, allows pardon applications to be
submitted online, and expands employment protections for
individuals who obtained a Certificate of Rehabilitation from a court

or pardon from the Governor. Thanks to everyone who called /
tweeted / sent letters!
We’ll have a “Legislative Roundup” about all our 2018 legislative
advocacy in the next e-news. For more information, contact Policy
Manager Sabina Crocette: sabina@prisonerswithchildren.org

2018 Justice Journal
LSPC’s annual Justice Journal is now
published and available for download.
Covering the period from summer to
summer, this year’s Justice Journal
includes articles from most LSPC and All of
Us or None organizers, illuminating the
connection between our litigation,
legislative, and programming work and our
mission to end mass incarceration and fully
restore our civil and human rights.

Read Now

You can read an online version of the Justice Journal here on our
website (as well as previous editions), or download a PDF version
here. Donors will be receiving printed copies this week. If you’d like
us to mail a copy to someone currently incarcerated, please contact
Ivana Gonzalez at: ivana@prisonerswithchildren.org.

Farewell Brittany!
LSPC bids farewell in August to Staff
Attorney Brittany Stonesifer.
Brittany began at LSPC first as an
intern and then as a legal fellow,
before being hired as a staff
attorney in early 2014. Brittany
worked on a range of projects at
LSPC over her years with the
organization, including voting rights,
family unity advocacy, and record
Former Staff Attorney and Intern
clearance for people with
Coordinator Brittany Stonesifer rocks the
convictions. She also coordinated
mic at the 2018 Quest for Democracy
Advocacy Day in Sacramento, CA.
LSPC's internship and volunteer
program, recruiting and training
hundreds of people to fight for reform to the criminal legal system.
Over the last three years, Brittany led LSPC's economic justice
advocacy, the area of her work she is most proud of. "I feel so
honored to have worked with all the amazing advocates at LSPC and
our ally organizations to push back against the unjust court-ordered
debt that traps low-income communities in poverty," Brittany said.
"The changes we achieved to California traffic fees and San Francisco
criminal fees were historic. It reminds me that together we
absolutely have the power to make our communities fairer and safer
for all people."

Brittany testifies at a San Francisco Board
of Supervisors hearing to eliminate county
probation and reentry fines and fees. The
Board later passed the resolution, and also
elimintated all associated debt.

The 2017 Summer Intern cohort listens to
Brittany during a weekly reading
discussion, designed to deepen
understanding of incarceration history and
current Movement.

Brittany will continue to fight for social justice, voting rights, and
criminal justice reform and promises to stay connected to
LSPC/AOUON!

Congrats Carol!
LSPC Senior Staff Attorney Carol
Strickman was honored with the Radical
Leadership Award by the Center for
Constitutional Rights for her many years of
legal and organizing advocacy for people
tortured—sometimes for decades—by the
inhumane practice of solitary confinement.
CCR especially highlighted Carol's role in
the Ashker v. Governor settlement that
ended California’s use of long-term solitary
confinement.
In 2011, Carol helped form the Prisoner
Hunger Strike Solidarity Coalition (PHSS)
to support the people protesting their
solitary confinement in Pelican Bay State
Prison. In May 2012, Carol and LSPC
joined with CCR in filing a civil rights
complaint in federal court, and in 2014 the
case was certified as a class action. Carol
helped compile the case’s extensive expert evidence that established
severe psychological harm as a result of prolonged isolation.
"Contributing to the movement and this lawsuit has been the most
important political/legal work of my life,” she said. “I am honored by
this award and grateful to have been in a position at LSPC where I
could go all-in on behalf of these prisoners."
More information about the Ashker v Brown settlement and the
Pelican Bay Hunger Strike is available here on the LSPC website.

Welcome Ivanna, Lee, & Ali!
LSPC is proud and honored to announce three new staff members!

Ivana

Lee (right)

Ali

Please join us in welcoming Receptionist & Administrative Assistant
Ivana Gonzalez, AOUON Housing Advocate Lee Bonner, and AOUON
Organizer Willard “Ali” Birts to the LSPC family!
Good luck catching them to say hello, though—they've already hit
the ground running: getting the Freedom & Movement Center ready
to roll, hosting the Block Party, and organizing our 40th Anniversary
Gala! We're fortunate to have such experienced and skillful people
share their talents with our community. Welcome Ivana, Lee, & Ali!

Introducing the AOUON East Oakland Youth Chapter
We’re happy to announce the recent organization of the East
Oakland Youth Chapter of All of Us or None. We have an Oakland
Chapter (we meet every 3rd Thursday at the Freedom & Movement
Center), and we’ve worked with youth directly impacted by the
criminal justice system before—with Project WHAT!, United Roots,
Project Avary, and others—but we’ve never had an AOUON Chapter
specifically devoted to youth before!

AOUON Housing Advocate Lee Bonner and AOUON member Sean
Cole have started organizing young people at the House of
Restoration (7309 Greenly Dr, Oakland, CA 94605), and recently
went on a trip to Muir Woods with the Prisoners Reentry Network:

For more information about the AOUON East Oakland Youth Chapter,
contact Lee Bonner at: lee@prisonerswithchildren.org

CALENDAR
LSPC 40th / AOUON 15th Anniversary Gala

When: Wednesday, October 3 — 6:00-9:00 P.M.
Where: Scottish Rite Center - 1547 Lakeside Dr., Oakland, CA
94612
Join us for an evening with The New Jim Crow author Michelle
Alexander, Marc Lamont Hill, Vonya Quarles, and moderated by
KPFA Hard Knock Radio’s Davey D, as we celebrate together both
LSPC's 40 years of working to restore our human and civil rights and
All of Us or None's 15 years of organizing and training formerly
incarcerated and convicted leaders and policy advocates!

A reception with food and drinks begins at 6, followed by awards for
distinguished LSPC Alumni, and a discussion with Michelle, Marc, and
Vonya at 8. We hope to see you there!
Tickets available here!
For more information contact Azadeh Zohrabi at
azadeh@prisonerswithchildren.org.

Free People’s Cookout

When: Saturday, October 6 — 11 A.M.-2 P.M.
Where: Mosswood Park - 3612 Webster St, Oakland, CA 94609
In partnership with The League of Women Voters and All of Us or
None. The Free People’s Cookout will be an event for the community,
mixing voter empowerment with good food and music. Volunteers
will also be available to register and pre-register anyone who brings
an ID and is eligible to register.
Services provided:
- Voter registration, forms provided and online
- Voter pre-registration
- Candidate information
- Pros and cons of voting-by-mail
- Tips on re-registering after changing addresses or
incarceration

East Oakland Community Gathering

When: Saturday, October 6, — 1-6 P.M.
Where: Ida Jenkins Community Center – 9175 Edes Avenue,
Oakland, CA. 94603

AOUON will be tabling at this fun family friendly day at Ira Jinkins
Community Center in East Oakland. The event will have information
to share about the candidates and discussions about the issues
confronting our community. Oakland Mayoral Candidates Cat Brooks
and Pamela Price will be keynote speakers. This event is free to the
public. RSVP here.

AOUON Bay Area Chapter Meeting

When: Thursday, October 18 — 6:30-8:00 P.M.
Where: Freedom & Movement Center – 4400 Market St., Oakland,
CA. 94608
All people and family members directly impacted
by the criminal justice system are invited to join
All of Us or None at our monthly meeting the 3rd
Thursday of each month in Oakland, CA. We
discuss local and state legislation, plan
community events, and strategize how to
advocate for our community in our own voices.
For more information contact AOUON Organizer
Dauras Cyprian:
dauras@prisonerswithchildren.org
or 415.625.7051
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