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Message from the Executive Director
Now that the legislature is in summer recess until August 21,
it's a good moment to reflect on both the status of our current
Policy Advocacy work as well as how far we've progressed and
grown over the past years.
This summer has been a busy one for our Policy Advocacy
team: drafting language and advocating for a slate of bills
we're co-sponsoring, organizing our annual Quest for
Democracy Advocacy Day in May, and rolling out petitions,
hearing testimonies, and call-in campaigns to support our
legislation at key committee voting deadlines.

Dorsey Nunn

AB 1008 (McCarty), our bill to extend Ban the Box / Fair Chance Hiring policy
to private employers, has passed all the way to the Senate Appropriations
Committee. Here it will face its toughest challenge yet, and we will be
organizing in-person visits as well as calls to legislators' home district offices
in a few weeks. If passed, AB 1008 has the power to change the employment
landscape for hundreds of thousands of formerly incarcerated and convicted
people in California.
SB 180 (Mitchell), the RISE Act, will Repeal
Ineffective Sentencing Enhancements for
certain drug convictions. Thanks to the
support of many, including our own Policy
Fellow Sandra Johnson, who testified
personally in hearings, the bill has passed
out of Assembly Appropriations and will go
to a Floor vote soon after the session
resumes.
Policy Fellow Sandra Johnson testifying in
favor of SB 180, the RISE Act.

SB 185 (Hertzberg) will require courts to evaluate a defendant’s ability to
pay a traffic fine and, if the individual qualifies, to reduce the fine by 80%
and dismiss any remaining debt after four years. Staff Attorney Brittany
Stonesifer, with the support of many AOUON and coalition members, has
shepherded the bill to Assembly Appropriations.
All three bills face serious challenges, and we'll be asking for your support to
call on your representatives between the end of recess (August 21) and the
September 15 deadline to pass legislation.
We know we can make a difference because we

already have. In May we brought over 300
formerly incarcerated people, family members, and
allies to Sacramento for two days of training, rally,
and in-person legislative office visits to advocate
for our slate of bills. We've had many large groups
(some in AOUON gear!) show up at hearings to
testify. Many of you have picked up the phone and
called legislators—yours and others—to go on
record in support.
This success is a wonderful measure of the Movement: When we first started
we had a few carpools and a protest rally. Now we have the infrastructure
and capacity to effectively push a multi-year policy campaign with grassroots
support. Thank you for growing with us, and get ready to make those phone
calls!
—Dorsey Nunn

LSPC / All of Us or None staff and interns gather
with AB 1008 author Assemblymember Kevin
McCarty (center, rear).

LSPC Interns join Policy Fellows Sandra Johnson
(third from left) and Joseph Johnson (right) to
advocate in Sacramento.

LSPC Admin Director Hamdiya Cooks-Abdullah and
Executive Director Dorsey Nunn break with Interns
between hearings for SB 185 and AB 1008 in the
Capitol.

Another successful day testifying and advocating in
the Capitol: SB 180, SB 185, and AB 1008 passed
out of their respective committees! On to the next
round!

No more license suspension for failure to pay traffic
tickets!
On June 27, Governor Brown signed the California state budget into
effect (AB 103). Excitingly, the budget included an end to
the notorious practice of using driver’s license suspension to punish people
who are unable to pay for traffic court tickets! The measure went into effect
immediately and applies statewide to any future infraction or misdemeanor
cases heard in traffic court. AB 103 removed the legal authority for courts to
notify the DMV of a failure to pay and for the DMV to maintain a suspension
on the basis of a failure to pay. It is not yet clear whether the DMV plans to
restore licenses that are currently suspended for past unpaid tickets. The
change does not affect license suspensions for failures to appear or for any
safety-related issues (like DUIs).
This reform was the first of its kind in
the nation and a historic victory for
economic justice. Millions of
Californians have had their licenses
suspended simply because they could
not afford to pay for hundreds of
dollars in traffic tickets. The harmful
practice has had a disproportionate
impact on black and brown
drivers. About 80% of people in
California drive to work or drive for
their work—putting an end to license
suspension for failure to pay will help many of them keep their jobs and
provide for their families. LSPC, as a member of Back on the Road California,
is proud to have helped secure the passage of this change. We look forward
to continuing the fight for fines and fees justice through SB
185 and similar ongoing state and local advocacy.
—Brittany Stonesifer

Farewell to LSPC Staff...
LSPC announces several staff changes. We bid a fond farewell to former
Policy Director and Staff Attorney Endria Richardson as well as to LSPC CoFounder Ellen Barry in her role as Fund Development Director.
Endria Richardson
I am saddened and excited to announce that I will be
moving on from LSPC at the beginning of June. I have
been honored to work as a Staff Attorney and Policy
Director here for the past three years--working bills,

supporting All of Us or None, and challenging the
dominant paradigm around criminal justice reform all the
while. This has been an incredible opportunity, and one I
will always hold dear to me. To stay connected, you can
reach me at endriar@gmail.com.
Ellen Barry
I am grateful for the extraordinary opportunity that I
have had over the past two years to work with the current staff and volunteers of
LSPC—to have a chance to support the remarkable work that Dorsey and all of the
LSPC staff have done to bring about significant expansion of the civil and human rights
of incarcerated parents, formerly incarcerated people, children and family members.
After founding LSPC in 1978, I “passed the torch” to Dorsey and to Karen Shain as codirectors at the end of 2001 and remained a Board member of LSPC, supporting Dorsey
as he became full time Executive Director. In August of 2015, I took a leave of absence
from the Board to lend a hand with fund development. I am delighted to be “passing
the torch” to Azadeh Zohrabi, a brilliant and dedicated activist who will make an
excellent Development Director.
It has been my privilege to support LSPC in our effort to
raise the funding needed to support all of this critically
important work: to expand the application of “ban the
box” in employment, housing and education, to limit the
use of indeterminate solitary confinement, to enforce
the prohibition on the shackling of pregnant women
prisoners, to challenge the excessive imposition of fines
and fees, and to expand the rights and access for
disabled prisoners. In addition, I have been honored to
work with staff who greatly expanded LSPC’s reach in the
legal, policy and legislative arena, communications and
social media, and grassroots and community organizing,
as well as building our structure internally. It has also
been my pleasure to see the blossoming of our new Policy Fellowship, to work with
our first two fellows, and to get to know the wonderful interns, volunteers and AOUON
members that have contributed to LSPC over the past few years.
In 2018, we will be celebrating 40 years of activism and resistance to a racially and
economically based system of oppression, the new form of slavery through escalating
incarceration and criminalization. Over the past 4 decades, hundreds of people have
contributed to the achievements and victories of LSPC, as staff, board members,
interns, and volunteers. Many thousands more have contributed as donors, supporters
and allies and LSPC has touched millions of people throughout California and the
country. As we enter our fifth decade of activism, I am excited to see what more the
“LSPC family” will accomplish!

...and Hello to New Comrades!
LSPC is pleased to announce the appointment of Marcus McKinney as the
new Policy Director and former LSPC fellow Azadeh Zohrabi as the new
Development Director:

Marcus McKinney
I am honored to join LSPC in the role of Policy Director.  
For over ten years, I had the great honor of working in
the California State Legislature, a place
and environment far removed from my hometown
of South Central, Los Angeles. But while South Central
usually conjures up stereotypical images of dismal social
and economic conditions, there are also organizations
and individuals committed to improving those conditions
and building a vibrant community. Thanks to people who
invested in me, I’m a proud product of the power of
community organizing and the Community Coalition. This is part of the reason why I
am attracted to the social justice movement, specifically the work of LSPC: I see my
family and friends in the people we fight for and the issues we champion. I believe
and am drawn to the organizational mantra of building a movement, and not just
another non-profit.
During my tenure in the Legislature I’ve had the ability to work on dozens of issues,
including foster care, child care, education, "public safety", and "corrections". I take
pride in having worked, under then Assembly Member and current Congresswoman
Karen Bass, to help pass AB 862 to ensure people trained as barbers in Californian
prisons have the opportunity to obtain a license under the Board of Barbering and
Cosmetology upon release. I also worked on voting rights legislation clarifying that,
post-realignment, people serving felony sentences in county jails retain their right to
vote. While that legislation was challenged and blocked by then-Secretary of State
Debra Bowen, LSPC's subsequent lawsuit moved Bowen's successor, Alex Padilla, to
drop the challenge, restoring the rights of tens of thousands of Californians.
I also firmly believe that the individuals directly impacted must lead the process of
identifying and implementing solutions. Too often, our political system and
policymaking process makes this leadership and participation near impossible. It is my
privilege to have the opportunity to work for the organization as we take the steps to
restore the civil and human rights of the current and formerly incarcerated
and convicted, and ensure they play a critical role in the process.
Azadeh Zohrabi
I’m very honored to join the leadership of Legal Services
for Prisoners with Children as the Development Director.
As the daughter of two formerly incarcerated parents,
the necessity of the work that this organization does
resonates with me deeply. I have seen and experienced
the ways that our work forces systemic changes within
the system - freeing people from solitary confinement,
protecting pregnant women in prison, and restoring the
rights of formerly incarcerated people. But even more
importantly, I’ve seen the ways that our work transforms
currently and formerly incarcerated people and their
families by changing the relationship that we have to the
system. Our work creates the necessary space and
conditions for those who are most impacted by these systems to be at the forefront of
dismantling them.
My relationship with LSPC began in 2012 as a Soros Justice Fellow working to end

indefinite solitary confinement by organizing with families to support the demands of
the Pelican Bay Human Rights movement and the lawsuit against Pelican Bay State
Prison. The time I spent at LSPC was instrumental to my growth as a leader and
advocate. I consider the work I was able to contribute to here to be the most
important and meaningful work I have ever done. As development director I’m
looking forward to working with our entire team and the broader family that supports
us to continue to build a movement that embraces a family-centered approach to
ending mass incarceration.

2017 Summer Interns
Legal Services for Prisoners with Children is once again fortunate to have
some amazing people who chose to intern for the 2017 summer session.

Left to Right: 2017 Summer Interns Alexis, Alena, Natalia, Pamela, Sydney, and Juliette, with LSPC
Staff Attorney and Intern Coordinator Brittany Stonesifer.

During the 10-12 week session, interns work with AOUON organizers, LSPC
attorneys, and staff members on various projects in policy advocacy work,
bill tracking, and grassroots organizing, as well as constantly helping
currently incarcerated people by responding to prisoners' letters with legal
informational manuals, forms, and resources.
The Intern Program allows LSPC to benefit from their wide array of skills and
diverse backgrounds, while the interns themselves gain first-hand experience
working with formerly incarcerated organizers and social justice attorneys
who are leading the criminal justice movement on multiple fronts.
In addition to all the work they do, interns also participate in weekly reading
groups led by various LSPC / All of Us or None staffers (below, top left), in
which we analyze and discuss specific issues related to mass incarceration
and the Movement, such as primary / secondary trauma, white supremacy
and privilege, the criminalization of poverty, and the impact incarceration
has on families. We also celebrate with our Intern Appreciation Day (below),

hosted by LSPC Board Member Margaret Littlefield. A wonderful day of sun,
BBQ, swimming, games, boating, and bonding between staff and interns!

For more information about LSPC's Intern Program, please the Intern page
on our website.

CFASC Legal Workshop & Family BBQ
On July 15, California Families Against Solitary Confinement hosted a legal
workshop and family BBQ in Fullerton, California. Presentation topics
included Pelican Bay State Prison and the current state of solitary
confinement, laws and litigation pertaining to people in SHU and attempting
to gain parole once released to general population, and implementation of
Prop 57 regulations pertaining to youth.

LSPC Senior Staff Attorney Carol Strickman takes
the audience through the steps and challenges of
parole hearings after spending time in the SHU,
especially if labeled a gang member.

CFASC Organizer Extrodinaire
Dolores Canales (left) holds the
bucket as a young man pulls out a
raffle ticket for a prize.

Jules Lobel shares updates to the Ashker vs Brown
settlement and current monitoring activity. Jules is a
law professor at the University of Pittsburgh Law
School and Vice President of the Center for
Constitutional Rights.

Frankie Guzman, once
incarcerated, now an attorney for
the National Center for Youth Law,
discusses how SB260, SB261, and
Prop 57 affect youth and families.

CFASC and AOUON Organizer Dolores Canales continued her excellent work
bringing families of current and formerly incarcerated people together to stay
informed and share strategies and support in a positive, empowering event,
which included a BBQ chicken feast and raffle of gift baskets and a beautiful
handmade quilt. For the next CFASC event, contact Dolores at:
dolores@prisonerswithchildren.org

California Families Against Solitary Confinement members gather together in Fullerton,
CA for a day of activism, education, and comraderie. All photos by CFASC member
and professional documentary filmmaker Lucas Guilkey.

Rest in Power, Umar Muhammad
We at LSPC / All of Us or None mourn the loss of Forward Justice, FICPFM, &
AOUON organizer Umar Muhammad, who was killed in a tragic traffic
accident earlier this month in Durham, NC.
Umar was 30 years old, and leaves behind his 2-month-old daughter, his
partner, and her twins.
LSPC Executive Director and AOUON co-founder Dorsey Nunn:
We’ve lost a young, gifted leader in Umar
Muhammed, who took to organizing in a very
deliberate and effective way. He will be sorely
missed. His passion led him to fight for the full
restoration of civil and human rights of formerly
incarcerated people. It was a great honor to work
with him. Sometimes you see a young organizer
come along that truly fills you with pride, and it
was inspiring to see Umar already picking up the
torch to continue the struggle for social justice.
I remember him at the 2016 FICPFM National
Conference in Oakland—we’ve distributed All of Us
or None gear to many people across the country,
but he walked in wearing an AOUON shirt that he
had made himself. Even now, in the videos and
photos accompanying the news of his passing, he’s
wearing All of Us or None across his chest loud and
proud. He organized and energized a vibrant
AOUON chapter in North Carolina.

His death fills us with grief from one end of the
nation to the other. There’s more than shock
when a 30-year-old dies—in this case it was
accompanied by tears and continuous grief. He
leaves behind not only a host of friends, he leaves
behind a 2-month-old baby who will have to find her way through this society without
her father.
The last time I saw him, I gave him a blanket—a one-of-a-kind blanket, with the gold,
clenched fist on it. I hope he wrapped his baby with that blanket. LSPC / All of Us or
None committed to giving $1,000 to his child in Umar's memory.
This accident forces us to look at our principles in a most intimate way, especially the
principles of restorative justice. But it’s easier when Umar himself was so committed
to those principles himself.
The funeral will take place in Durham, N.C. in early August.

Calendar items
PLI Reentry Conference

WHEN: Friday, August 11 — 9 A.M.-4:30 P.M.
WHERE: Practicing Law Institute California Center, 685 Market St., San
Francisco, CA 94105
Also available by online webinar here.
On August 11, the Practicing Law Institute hosts
the "Reentry In California—Overcoming Legal Barriers to
Community Reintegration 2017" conference in San Francisco
and online. LSPC Staff Attorney Eva DeLair (right) will lead a
panel to discuss "Best Practices in Planning and Hosting a

One-Day Clean Slate Clinic". The conference is free, with
CLE credits available.
From the PLI description:
A person with a prior record faces significant barriers to employment, occupational licensing, and other
basic necessities like housing, even when the record is old or relatively minor. Now more than ever,
immigrants face the threat of deportation based on criminal justice contacts as minor as an arrest that did
not result in conviction. This training is designed to give lawyers a foundation in the collateral
consequences of contact with the criminal justice system, as well as tools for representing clients in need
of reentry legal services.

We hope you enjoy the conference!

All of Us or None (Bay Area) Membership Meeting

When: Thursday, August 17 (3rd Thursdays) — 6:30-8:00 P.M.
Where: Movement Strategy Center — 435 14th St., Oakland, CA 94612
Formerly incarcerated yourself? or a family member of a loved
one inside? Join us in discussing issues, crafting solutions, and
organizing effective action!
Everyone is welcome!
For more information, check out the AOUON page on our
website here.

Letter-Writing Night

When: Monday, August 28 — 5:30-8:30 P.M.
Where: LSPC Offices — 1540 Market St. Suite 490, SF, CA 94102
Please join us to write letters to people in
prison requesting information! Letter writing
nights are the fourth Monday of each
month at 5:30-8:30 pm. We start with a
light dinner, training, and conversation about
the types of issues we will be addressing in
the letters, and then we respond to some
letters.
We hope you can join us for this educational and important work! For more
information contact Eva:
eva@prisonerswithchildren.org or 415-625-7049.

Like us on Facebook
www.prisonerswithchildren.org
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