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LSPC and AOUON Standing Strong in the Fight
for Housing Rights and Justice
By Sabina Crocette, LSPC Policy Manager

LSPC and AOUON have recently expanded our areas of focus to
include the underlying conditions that bring people into contact
with the criminal legal system, including the lack of safe and
affordable housing.
The 2019 legislative season brought a number of important
housing bills to the forefront. Two of those that LSPC and
AOUON have been working to address are AB 53 and SB 50. On Wednesday,
April 24, 2019, we showed up at the capitol to testify to ensure both bills
address the needs of our communities.
Sabina Crocette

Both bills have serious issues with not protecting / including low-income and
formerly-incarcerated and convicted people and family members. Please
read here about our specific issues with both AB 53 and SB 50. AB 53
has been pulled, but SB 50 looks like it will pass—so we need to keep the
pressure on to make sure we're not gentrified out of our own neighborhoods!
Join us in the fight to ensure SB 50 provides for our people!
Call or Send an email to Senator Wiener and tell him:
SB 50, as currently written, doesn't go far enough to address inequities,
gentrification, and displacement, while it gives developers more and more
rights and privileges to build. They will build many of us, who are Black,
Brown, immigrant, and poor, out of the communities we have lived in for
generations.
Please include provisions to:
address value-added capture,
better definitions of "sensitive communities" to include those already
devastated by gentrification,
craft stronger protections and verification processes for developers to
avoid building on spaces where renters have lived for the previous
seven years,
not eliminate or severely weaken the ability of communities where
development is targeted from having a say in their communities through
the planning commission process,
get rid of in-lieu fees or make them completely financially undesirable to
use so developers can keep their promises to build low-, very-low, and
moderate-income housing developments."
We oppose the bill unless it is amended as described."

Thank you for your support!
For more information, contact LSPC Policy Manager, Sabina Crocette:
sabina@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7040

Farewell & Thank You Carol!
After a decade of service, LSPC Senior Staff
Attorney Carol Strickman retired in April. After
years of practicing criminal appeals, Carol joined
LSPC in 2009, applying her extensive experience
and legal acumen to cases and campaigns
designed to keep families connected while involved
in the criminal justice system. She co-authored
several reports on the shackling of incarcerated
pregnant women, helping legally end the practice
in California jails and prisons. She organized and taught our Lifelines classes,
providing both legal information and “jailhouse lawyer” training to hundreds
in women’s prisons and jails throughout California. She represented LSPC in
litigation against several county jails to improve disability access for both
incarcerated people and their visiting loved ones. She was the motivating
power source of the LSPC / All of Us or None running team.

Carol’s major work at LSPC involved litigating Ashker v. Governor—a lawsuit
challenging CDCR’s use of indefinite solitary confinement for people alleged
to be associated with prison gangs. Carol worked with both the Prisoner
Hunger Strike Solidarity Coalition—who was supporting the plaintiffs
incarcerated in solitary confinement in Pelican Bay State Prison—along with
co-council The Center for Constitutional Rights to reach a settlement in 2015.
As a result, over 1400 people were released from secure housing units (SHU)
into some form of general population between 2015 and October 2017,
allowing them to participate in rehabilitation programs and have contact
visits with loved ones—for some the first in decades. Carol then continued on
the litigation team throughout the monitoring period, all while working to
expand access to parole for lifers and those affected by CDCR’s traumatic
solitary confinement practices.
In recognition of her critical work changing statewide policy,
LSPC Executive Director Dorsey Nunn dedicated the center
space at our new Freedom & Movement Center as the “Carol
Strickman Conference Room.”
Carol has been an integral part of LSPC, helping define and
demonstrate all the positive, proactive, and compassionate
qualities we cherish as an organization. We’ll miss Carol’s
constant positive presence in our workspace, and wish her
all the best in her well-deserved retirement.

Welcome Eric!
LSPC is excited to introduce Eric Norman, our new
Development Director! Eric brings 13 years of fundraising
experience to our organization. Most recently, he worked
as a fundraising consultant for organizations like the
Horizons Foundation, SF Waldorf School, and 14 different
political and ballot measure campaigns. Prior to
consulting, he served in development roles at the Human
Rights Campaign, GLMA, and Swords to Plowshares.
“The work the organization does is fundamental to transforming so much of
what is wrong in our society,” said Eric. “I am extremely honored and excited
to work alongside such a dedicated team.”
And we’re honored and excited that Eric’s joining the LSPC family. Welcome,
Eric!
You can reach Eric at: eric@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7050

Panel: When We Fight We Win—Building Community
Power to Dismantle the Prison System
On Thursday, May 2, SURJ Bay Area hosted
a panel discussion focused on strategies
formerly-incarcerated led and staffed
organizations use to shift policy at the state
and local levels.
Moderated by former Black Panther leader,
writer, and activist Ericka Huggins, the panel
featured AOUON Senior Organizer Sandra
Johnson, Initiate Justice Policy Director Eric
Henderson, and CURB Statewide CoLeft to Right: Eric Henderson, Ivette Alé,
Cordinators Ivette Alé and Amber Rose
Sandra Johnson, Amber Rose Howard, &
Howard.
Ericka Huggins in Oakland, CA.
Check out the video from this amazing panel here!
All proceeds from this event went to LSPC/AOUON, Initiate Justice, and
CURB, with specific focus on supporting this year's Quest for Democracy
Advocacy Day, an annual advocacy and rally day led by formerly
incarcerated people and families with incarcerated loved ones to bring their
voices to elected officials in Sacramento.

Alameda County Recognizes LSPC / All of Us or None's
Work for Second Chances Month
On April 23, Alameda County Board of Supervisors
designated April "Second Chances Month" and
presented the proclamation to LSPC and All of Us
or None for all the work we do for our formerly
incarcerated and convicted community.
LSPC Executive Director Dorsey Dunn accepted the
proclamation from District 5 Supervisor Keith
Carson, who represents the Longfellow
neighborhood in which the Freedom & Movement
Center lives.
Thank you, Supervisor Carson, the Alameda
County Board of Supervisors, and everyone who
works to remove barriers to people with conviction Dorsey Nunn (left) accepts the
Second Chances Month
histories and our families, and who lift up our
proclamation from Alameda
community!

County Supervisor Keith Carson.

Muslims & Mass Incarceration

LSPC hosted a lively panel discussion at the Freedom &
Movement Center focused on Muslims & mass incarceration.
The event was organized by journalist Rasheed Shabazz,
who brought together panelists to highlight the issues
around mass incarceration as it relates to the Muslim
population.
LSPC Administrative Director
Hamdiya Cooks-Abdullah, one of
the panel participants, said, “I
spent 20 years in a federal
penitentiary and was able to
successfully re-enter despite the
challenges faced by: #1 being Black, #2 being female, and #3 being a
practicing Muslim.”
For more information about the panel or to reserve the Freedom & Movement
Center, contact Hamdiya: hamdiya@prisonerswithchildren.org

Mumia Book Release Event

Pam Africa (left) and Hamdiya Cooks-Abdullah

Left to Right: Sandra Johnson, author Alice Walker,
and Hamdiya Cooks-Abdullah

On April 6th, a group of friends hosted a celebration for the release of Mumia
Abu Jamal & Stephen Vittoria's new book, Murder Incorporated. The
celebration brought together many activists from across the country. Among
the guests were Pam Africa of MOVE and author Alice Walker, as well as
poets from Straight out Scribes, Dr VS Chochezi and Ida Staajabu. LSPC staff
members Hamdiya Cooks-Abdullah and Sandra Johnson, as well as LSPC
Board Member Ida McCray, attended and hope to celebrate the release of the
book’s author soon.
For an update on Mumia’s legal situation, check out this Shadowproof
article.

Policy Fellow Forays
Continuing our “Policy Fellow Forays” series, this month we follow 2019 Elder
Freeman Policy Fellow Paul B., who’s been in Sacramento advocating to
legislators as well as producing a newsletter for AOUON.
The Elder Freeman policy fellowship has deepened my understanding of
individuals directly impacted by the criminal justice system. Formerly
incarcerated individuals are returning to a world of uncertainty, and
voter suppression has become a central issue for parolees upon their reentry. ACA 6 and AB 646 will restore voting rights to 50,000 Californians
currently on parole, as well as hundreds of thousands of all future
people on parole. I provided public comment in support of AB 646
during the Elections Committee of the Assembly at the State Capitol. I
also attended meetings about ACA 6 / AB 646 in Assembly Member
Kiley’s district office as well as Assembly Member Cooley’s district
office.
Compromised human rights are at the top of my legislative
agenda. Voting rights is the fundamental premise for the
ability of citizens to resist and reshape their circumstance.
Our campaign must be principled and focused to counteract
the recurrence of taxation without representation and to
consider how lack of representation relates to
criminalization. The state must be compelled to act in the
interest of the underclass. It is pivotal to abolish practices
that perpetuate subjugation and fuel the prison industrial
complex. Legally, socially, and politically there must be
equal opportunity for people who have been directly
impacted by the prison industrial complex.
I remain in solidarity with people who are currently
incarcerated. I created a newsletter involving several bills that are currently on our
policy agenda and this is being sent to over 600 All of Us or None members behind
prison walls. This action plan fundamentally alters the position of incarcerated people
by informing them of progress towards abolishing the presence of the PIC as well as
actions they can take to support the movement.   
For more information about these activities or the Policy Fellow program in
general contact Policy Fellow Paul B.: paulb@prisonerswithchildren.org

Formerly Incarcerated Women Testif-i Their Truths
From April 25-27, 2019 Elder Freeman Policy Fellows Katie Dixon and London
Croudy participated in the Testif-i storytelling project in Los Angeles.
Organized by A New Way of Life Reentry Project, Testif-i allows “formerly
incarcerated women and their children share their truth, trauma and
triumph, helping to heal their own pain while sparking awareness at the
same time.” Katie shares her experience:

The weekend was so amazing. We all lodged
in the Penthouse Suites, and the video and
photo shoots were done by an amazing
film/editing team a beautiful West Hollywood
home. There was professional makeup artist
for the ladies. The experience made me feel
whole, and unabashed to tell what happened
to me. It helped me to realize the real power
in storytelling. The opportunity to tell my
story, knowing that a much bigger audience
will be inspired by it, really makes me feel like
I’m contributing on a different level.
Also, we toured Skid Row. It was a sight to
see. But honestly, it was no different than what we see here in the Bay Area.
It was unique in how Skid Row seems to operate as its own neighborhood.
We also spent a few hours at the Skid Row Women’s Wellness Retreat, held
at the LA CAN building. The event showed the residents of Skid Row that
their neighborhood matters too, and included some healing activities, a
space to get fresh herbs, and a space for artistic expression. We even held a
raffle for Susan’s book, Becoming Ms. Burton.
After such a beautiful, motivating weekend, the opportunity to meet and
spend time with Susan, reminds me of my commitment to this work. I’m all
in, for the long fight. These opportunities are valuable, and I promise to
carry this torch all the way to finish line.
Check out London’s AOUON #FridayForum video from the Testif-i event here
on AOUON Facebook.

Welcome new AOUON Chapter!
All of Us or None is proud to announce a new chapter:
Spokane, Washington! They will be initially focusing on
issues of homelessness, bail justice, and the School-toPrison Pipeline. They will also be participating in the
National Reentry Fair.
For more information, contact AOUON Spokane Organizer
Megan Pirie:
EasternWAAoUoN@gmail.com / 509.475.6969

In Memoriam: Kalima Aswad
Kalima Aswad, a teacher, activist, political prisoner, organizer, and
community elder, passed away on April 6, 2019 at the age of 84. LSPC

Executive Director Dorsey Nunn, who served time in San Quentin State
Prison with Kalima in the 1970’s, remembers his mentor:
As soon as Kalima got off Death Row and joined the general
population, he committed himself to a lifetime of education for
people who came in behind him. He shared so much with so
many younger people, myself included, and what he was sharing
was real compassion and information. He was the one who
extracted from me the commitment to return to my community
an asset instead of a liability. When I got out, many asked me,
“What would I do with my new-found freedom?” Kalima asked,
“What would I do with my new-found privilege.” Because he
never expected to get out.
When I became LSPC Executive Director in 2013, I visited Kalima in prison to share
with him how far we’d come, and how I’d used my privilege to fight for him and all
others still stuck in cages.
When he got out, he was still fighting. At the last All of Us or None meeting he
attended, we were discussing voting rights. He walked up to the front, and said, “If
you don’t vote, that’s really a vote for what other people want. So, you can vote for
what you believe in, or stay silent and have your vote count for the other side.” And
Kalima had been saying that since the 70’s!

At his memorial service, there was a large gathering of people—usually when you’re 84
and have been in prison for so long not many people show up, but the community
really respected him.
Many of Kalima’s writings are available on the Freedom Archives, such as
this 2005 article “Must Tookie Be Executed?” A post-release televised
interview of Kalima on the Wendell El-Amin James Show is available here.

Calendar
The Friday Forum

When: Every Friday at noon
Where: AOUON Facebook Live
Join us Fridays at noon for All of Us or None’s live Friday Forum!
Friday Forums are livestreamed on AOUON’s
Facebook page here, and feature policy and
legislative updates, upcoming events, and
discussions about current social justice topics. Feel
free to send in questions in the comments section
and we’ll try to address them right then and there!
Past editions of the Friday Forum are also available on the AOUON Facebook
video page.
See you Friday!
———

AOUON National – Oakland Meeting

When: 6:30 P.M. - May 16, 2019 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: The Freedom & Movement Center, 4400 Market Street, Oakland, CA
94608
All people and family members directly impacted by the
criminal justice system are invited to join All of Us or
None at our monthly meeting the 3rd Thursday of each
month in Oakland, CA. We discuss local and state
legislation, plan community events, and strategize how to
advocate for our community in our own voices.
For more information contact AOUON Senior Organizer
Dauras Cyprian: dauras@prisonerswithchildren.org /
415.625.7051.
———

Ain’t I a Mother, Too?

When: May 10, 6-8 P.M.
Where: Oakland Asian Cultural Center, 388 9th St., Oakland, CA 94607
Register for this Free Event HERE!
Did you know that lack of housing is often the greatest barrier to a mother’s
reunification with her child(ren)?
Unbeknownst to many members of the

public, women who have children in the child
welfare system are losing their parental
rights for life because in the Bay Area
housing is becoming more of a luxury than a
basic human right. Meanwhile, our court
system requires that mothers find and
sustain housing before they can reunify with
their children. Due in large part to this
requirement, there are over 28,000 children
currently waiting for reunification with their
mothers. Leaving those children to wait is
certainly a cruel jest as it is no secret that
the housing their parents are required to
obtain does not exist. The extreme shortage
of “low income” housing is well documented
with the latest data revealing that there are
only 34 units for every 100 persons in need.
This is cruel and unusual punishment.
We are building an interdisciplinary team of innovators from various fields
including law, technology, social work, community organizing, urban
development, and education. This team will reimagine our housing deficit
and the various social services that rely on this system to develop local and
state advocacy efforts. Please join us for this thought-provoking conversation
and to be a part of the solution! We encourage you to attend our “Ain’t I A
Mother Too!” symposium being held on May 10th from 6-8pm at the Oakland
Asian Cultural Center.
———

Quest for Democracy 2019!

When: 9 A.M.-4 P.M. - Monday, May 20, 2019
Where: South Steps of the California Capitol, 11th & N Streets, Sacramento,
CA 95814
At #Q4D2019, hundreds of formerly
incarcerated and convicted people,
family members, and allies will convene
at the state Capitol for community,
advocacy training, & legislative visits to
convince lawmakers to pass a platform
of bills to improve access to
employment, housing, and education,
and to restore our civil and human
rights.
An early Advocacy Training session will
be available in the evening Sunday, May 19, at a location and time to be
decided closer to the date. Both the Q4D Advocacy Day and the early
training session are free, but please RSVP as soon as possible so we can plan

meals and space accordingly.
For more information contact AOUON Senior Organizer Sandra Johnson:
sandraj@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7059
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