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LSPC Newsletter, April 2019

Creating Space for Movement
Both Public and Personal
Message from the Executive Director
A month ago we hosted an important discussion on
Restorative Justice at the Freedom & Movement Center. I
was honored to moderate the conversation on
community-based solutions for real justice. The
presenters were Danielle Sered of Common Justice and
author of Until We Reckon, George Galvis of Communities
Dorsey Nunn United for Restorative Youth Justice (CURYJ), and Malachi
Scott of Restorative Justice for Oakland Youth (RJOY).
It was an exciting evening: the Freedom & Movement Center was
packed full of community members—many for their first visit—and
the discussion was intense and illuminating. I found myself thinking
—for the first time—that I, myself, could have an active voice in how
my remorse could manifest into practice, while also recognizing
myself a victim of systemic violence.

Reckoning With Violence Panelists (left to right): Malachi Scott, Danielle Sered, and George
Galvis, with Moderator Dorsey Nunn.

The Freedom & Movement Center is not only a venue to hold these
vital conversations, but also represents the space and agency for the
introspection necessary for both healing and movement building.
Recently, London—one of our 2019 Policy Fellows and herself newly
freed from federal prison—took me to a Reentry Center to meet with
recently-released lifers now on parole. I saw a group of men in their
sixties who had spent decades—collectively centuries—incarcerated.
I even recognized some of them from when I served time in San
Quentin—back in 1974. But while I’ve been able to work over the

past 30 years building LSPC and All of Us or None into the
community it is today, these men have no jobs, no credit score, no
pension, and no space of their own.
People don’t comprehend the full weight of a sentence. It’s not just
the time lost trapped inside a concrete box. It’s not just the absence
of mothers and fathers from their homes, and neighbors from their
communities. It’s the theft of an entire life of work, with the
accumulation of resources, wealth, and achievements that
accompanies it.
The criminal legal system in its current form either assumes that
people released from prison have the space to land safely, or it
doesn't care if people do. Some of the issues not addressed at
sentencing: will the families of those released still have the space—
physical and emotional—to accept them back in their daily lives? Will
the parole restrictions and sentencing collateral consequences
threaten the family’s own security and freedom? Maybe, if the
sentence was long enough, the family of someone recently released
doesn’t even know them as a person anymore. Do family members
and individuals have the space to redevelop their relationships? The
space to address and deal with the trauma and impact incarceration
has on both the individual and the family?
We have an obligation to address that situation and support our
community. We are working towards hosting a welcome home
program, where people recently-released can feel personally
connected again to our community while receiving the support they
need. We will organize more conversations—open to all—to engage
our minds and motivate the Movement.
Let us continue to grow together. We have the space in which all our
dreams can come to fruition.

2019 LSPC Legislative Policy Platform
Every year, LSPC supports a large number of bills in the California
Legislature that reduce barriers to reentry, improve access to
employment, housing, and education, and keep families connected
through expanding visiting rights and reducing or eliminating
ineffective sentencing laws.
In addition to writing letters of support and advocating for dozens of
bills, LSPC co-sponsors specific bills directly in line with our core
mission. We meet directly with legislators and organize campaigns to
ensure the passage of these bills into law, including our 2019 Quest
for Democracy Advocacy Day on May 20. (RSVP here to join us!)

Here are the bills LSPC is co-sponsoring for the 2019 session:
Voting Restoration Bill (ACA 6) / (AB 646) Restores the right to vote to folks who are
currently on parole. This is part of a broader
strategy to re-enfranchise men and women who
are currently in prison as well. #FreeTheVote
Jury Service Bill (AB 310) Allows people with
felony convictions, who are currently
permanently barred from serving on a jury,
to serve on juries.
Parole Credits Bill (AB 277) Supports people who are on parole by
shortening their parole period through the completion of educational
courses and community service, and provides other accommodations
to make it easier for them to work and travel.
Sentencing Reform Bill (SB 136) Eliminates the 1-year sentence
enhancement for prior felonies—part of the stacking of
enhancements DA’s use to pressure people into bad plea deals and
excessive incarceration.
Formerly Incarcerated Housing Rights (AB 53) Extends Ban the
Box protections in the application process for rental property so
landlords cannot ask about conviction histories in the initial
application process.
Food Insecurity Bill (AB 942) Provides elderly,
disabled, and homeless people access to hot and
prepared meals using their food assistance
benefits (food stamps) from a restaurant or food
counter everywhere in CA instead of only in the
10 of the 58 counties currently available.
Fines and Fees Bill (SB 144) Removes various criminal justice
administrative fees resulting from prosecution, sentencing, and
incarceration, halting imposition and collection. #DebtFreeJusticeCA

Firefighters Bill (AB 1211) Allows formerly incarcerated people to
earn an EMT (Emergency Medical Technician) License, which is a
prerequisite to employment as a firefighter in CA. (Two-Year Bill)
Childcare and Hospice Care Bill (AB 1608) Increases access to
childcare and hospice care occupational licenses and certifications for

people with conviction histories. Research has shown that the group
most negatively impacted by criminal convictions, mostly drug
offenses, that bar them to work in areas they most often are
represented in are African-American women who work as childcare
providers, home health aides and other forms of hospice care.
Immigration and Corrections Bill- (AB 1282)
Prohibits the California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilitation (CDCR) from
facilitating or allowing private security guards to
detain, take custody of, or arrest individuals for
immigration enforcement purposes.
Stay tuned for updates on specific bills and Action Alerts on how you
can support them!
If you have questions, please contact Sabina Crocette, LSPC Policy
Manager: sabina@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7040

Beyond the Bars Conference
The Beyond the Bars Conference is an
annual, four-day event focusing on both
the incarceration and criminalization of
women and girls as well as of their families
and communities. Hosted by the Center for
Justice at Columbia University in New York
City on March 7-10, this year’s conference,
"Until She's Free," was inclusive of
transgender, non-binary, and gender nonconforming (GNC) people.
AOUON facilitated a workshop titled
“Somebody Please Come Get Him!”
during which we guided a
conversation on the impacts of
patriarchy and gender-based
violence in movement spaces.
Panelist and LSPC Staff Attorney
Judy Jun said, "It was the beginning of an honest and collective
conversation on how we can better center the experiences and
voices of womxn, trans and gender non-conforming people who are
system-impacted in our movements. Overall, the conference was
very enlightening with honest dialogues that prompted critical debate
around real time issues."
For more information about Beyond the Bars and LSPC’s workshop,

contact Family Unity Project Coordinator Aminah Elster:
aminah@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.637.8195

Sister Warrior Policy Summit
LSPC staff from the Family Unity Project
and All of Us or None attended the 2019
Sister Warrior Policy Summit at the
Greenlining Institute in Oakland on March
22-23. Led by the Young Women’s
Freedom Center, the Sister Warrior
Freedom Coalition is:
a powerful network of incarcerated, formerly incarcerated and system-involved women,
girls, and TGNC people working to support each other and transform the systems and
policies that criminalize and incarcerate us and tear our families and communities apart.

On Day One, women, trans, and GNC folks gathered to brainstorm
legislation on three key issues:
How do we end prison capitalism?
How do we expand the definition of Violence?
How do we end sentence enhancements (gun, gang
enhancements, and mandatory minimums)?
Sandra Johnson of AOUON, Emily Harris of Ella Baker Center for
Human Rights, and Aminah Elster of AOUON provided a panel
discussion on prison labor, the effects of enhancements and recent
legislative successes.
On Day Two, our legal and
legislative allies joined in to
provide assistance and critical
analysis to help shape the
legislation moving forward.
The overall goal of the summit
was to flesh out some possible
legislative bills that could be
achieved over a five-year
period. The summit ended on
a note of high energy and
excitement, as DJ Black spun the latest tunes and mothers and
children connected with sisters from across the state.
“What a powerful weekend,” said 2019 Policy Fellow Katie Dixon. “It
was really amazing to see so many formerly incarcerated
women leading in this movement. Women came—with their children
—from all over the state, to be a part of this summit. At AOUON, I
know how important it is for us to have our voices heard, and it was
very inspiring to really see the work being done, and the dedication."

For more information about the Sister Warrior Policy Summit, contact
Family Unity Project Coordinator Aminah Elster:
aminah@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.637.8195

Oakland Students Visit FAM Center
Oakland High School students
in the Social Justice & Reform
Pathway visited the Freedom &
Movement Center to hear a
panel discussion with LSPC
staff members who were, as
youth themselves, directly
impacted by the criminal
system. After the panel, the
students and LSPC staff broke
into small groups to share
lunch and stories about the
real effects of incarceration on
communities.
2019 Policy Fellow London Croudy, who organized the event, said,
“Engaging with youth who are interested in law, and who are
studying the school-to-prison pipeline is a necessary component in
ending mass incarceration. Our youth are the FUTURE!!! Let's invest
in them and not prisons!”
For more information about similar panel / engagement opportunities
at the Freedom & Movement Center, contact Policy Fellow London
Croudy: london@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.361.4695

Policy Fellow Forays
Continuing our “Policy Fellow Forays” series, this month we follow
2019 Elder Freeman Policy Fellow Katie Dixon, who participated in a
plethora of events in March, from legislative strategy sessions to
speaking on informational panels for a variety of audiences.
March has been crazy busy for
me, much like the fellowship
thus far. It started with me
attending CURB’s Face to Face
convening in Los Angeles.
CURB is a statewide coalition
that focuses on the

Department of Corrections'
budget. This year’s theme is
‘WE ARE UNITED’, and the convening was an opportunity for the
coalition to assess CURB’s mission and progress, engage with new
members, and plans for moving forward. I had a chance to meet and
engage with new people, put some faces to names, and get overall
insights on the policies surrounding how corrections money is
allocated.
Attending the Sister Warrior Policy Summit was special to me
because I have been a part of the Young Women’s Freedom Center
since 2004. I watched the organization grow and transform
tremendously, while still holding its original values such as
supporting young mothers and elevating the voices of women and
girls of color. I can say that I am extremely proud to be a part of this
transformation as we propel forward together.
Next, I was personally invited
to a special panel discussion at
the UC Davis Law School on
Abolishing the Prison Industrial
Complex. The panel was
comprised of all formerly
incarcerated people (including
a guy who had just finished
serving almost 40 years!) and
system-impacted folks,
including Azadeh Zohrabi
[former LSPC Development Director and current Director of
Underground Scholars]. The panel’s purpose was to enlighten the
students—future district attorneys, politicians, and other players in
the American carceral system—about the real effects of mass
incarceration and the individual roles that feed the system. The room
was filled and the stories shared were raw and uncut. Hopefully, the
students will move forward with an inside understanding of the roles
they aspire too.
I will end this month at Policy Insights 2019, another opportunity for
policy advocates and policy makers to meet and assess California's
2019 Legislative platform and the new Governor’s “California for All”
agenda, and ensure LSPC’s policies are being heard at the table.
For more information about these activities or the Policy Fellow
program in general contact Policy Fellow Katie Dixon:

katie@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.255.7036

Calendar
The Friday Forum

When: Every Friday at noon
Where: AOUON Facebook Live
Join us Fridays at noon for All of Us or None’s live Friday Forum!
Friday Forums are livestreamed on
AOUON’s Facebook page here, and feature
policy and legislative updates, upcoming
events, and discussions about current
social justice topics. Feel free to send in
questions in the comments section and
we’ll try to address them right then and
there!
Past editions of the Friday Forum are also available on the AOUON
Facebook video page.
See you Friday!
———

AOUON National – Oakland Meeting

When: 6:30 P.M. - April 18, 2019 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: The Freedom & Movement Center, 4400 Market Street,
Oakland, CA 94608
All people and family members directly impacted
by the criminal justice system are invited to join
All of Us or None at our monthly meeting the 3rd
Thursday of each month in Oakland, CA. We
discuss local and state legislation, plan
community events, and strategize how to
advocate for our community in our own voices.
For more information contact AOUON Senior
Organizer Dauras Cyprian: dauras@prisonerswithchildren.org /
415.625.7051.
———

When We Fight We Win: Building Community Power
to Dismantle the Prison System
Presented by SURJ – Bay Area.

When: 7:00 P.M. Thursday, May 2, 2019
Where: First Congregational Church of Oakland – 2501 Harrison
Street, Oakland, CA 94612
Register here!
Come hear from four incredible
movement leaders at the frontline of
these struggles about victories,
strategies, and the importance of
campaigns and coalitions in the
continuing movement to dismantle
the Prison Industrial Complex. Their
stories will highlight the small and
big ways you can also contribute to
creating a more progressive vision of justice than mass
incarceration.
Featuring:
Sandra Johnson, Senior Organizer,
Legal Services for Prisoners with
Children (LSPC)/ All of Us or None
(AOUON)
Eric Henderson, Policy Director,
Initiate Justice
Ivette Alé & Amber-Rose Howard,
Statewide Coordinators, Californians
United for a Responsible Budget
(CURB)
All proceeds from this event will go to LSPC/AOUON, Initiate Justice,
and CURB, with specific focus on supporting this year's Quest for
Democracy Advocacy Day, an annual advocacy and rally day led by
formerly incarcerated people and families with incarcerated loved
ones to bring their voices to elected officials in Sacramento. No one
turned away for lack of funds.
———

Quest for Democracy 2019!

When: 9 A.M.-4 P.M. - Monday, May 20, 2019
Where: South Steps of the California Capitol, 11th & N Streets,
Sacramento, CA 95814
At #Q4D2019, hundreds of
formerly incarcerated and
convicted people, family
members, and allies will
convene at the state Capitol for
community, advocacy training,

& legislative visits to convince
lawmakers to pass a platform of
bills to improve access to
employment, housing, and
education, and to restore our
civil and human rights.
An early Advocacy Training session will be available in the evening
Sunday, May 19, at a location and time to be decided closer to the
date. Both the Q4D Advocacy Day and the early training session are
free, but please RSVP as soon as possible so we can plan meals, teeshirts, and space accordingly.
For more information contact AOUON Senior Organizer Sandra
Johnson:
sandraj@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7059
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