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LSPC Newsletter, March 2019

Thank You, Jeff Adachi
Message from the Executive Director
Back in 2003, when we first started to speak in our own
voices as formerly incarcerated people, Jeff Adachi was
one of the few public defenders who didn't brush us off.
When we started our Ban the Box campaign to fight some
of the structural discrimination we faced, Jeff stood with us
and spoke up numerous times in support of our pursuit of
Dorsey Nunn justice.
I’ve known many public defenders throughout my life, both as a client
and through my social justice work, but I felt something different after
meeting him. All of Us or None members—all of us formerly
incarcerated with complex relationships with public defenders—felt
something different about Jeff Adachi.
He really cared. He showed up. He fought for us.

San Francisco District Attorney Jeff Adachi
shares information on his Office's Clean Slate
program at a Peace & Justice Summit, 2004.

Jeff Adachi listens to people directly impacted
by the criminal legal system at the 2004 Peace
& Justice Summit in San Francisco.

Jeff made us feel that the entire San Francisco Public Defender's
Office was behind us. His support made us stronger long before others
began to believe that those of us closest to the problem are also the
closest to the solution. Fifteen years later, All of Us or None has a
national presence, and we still cherish our relationship with the San
Francisco Public Defenders Office—just last year we were honored to
work together to end reentry and probation fees in S.F. County
courts.
The morning I heard that Jeff had passed, I knew
we lost someone very special. In the difficult times

when people forget to say thanks, Jeff taught how
to say it long after the plea bargain stopped
feeling like a bargain. So it was important that we
could connect with the members of the Jeff's team
at the Public Defenders Office and reaffirm our
support in this time of loss.
Jeff Adachi is our comrade.
I hope we all keep his vision of justice alive.
--Dorsey Nunn

Jeff speaks with other Bay Area Public
Defenders at a Black Lives Matter rally for
police accountibility on December 14, 2014 in
Oakland, CA.

Gearing up to End Money Bail with Amika Mota
of Young Womens Freedom Center and All of
Us or None at a rally at S.F. City Hall, February
20, 2018.

Making notes with AOUON Senior Organizer
Dauras Cyprian (left) and 2018 Policy Fellow
Noe Gudiño (right) at a press conference to
end S.F. County reentry and probation fines &
fees on August 23, 2018.

Dauras stands with S.F. Public Defender Jeff
Adachi (center) and Alameda County Public
Defender Brendon Woods (right) soon after
eliminating reentry court fines and fees in
Alameda County, November 2018.

AOUON National Victories

St. Louis, Missouri
On January 30, members of the AOUON St.
Louis chapter visited the Missouri Capitol in
Jefferson City to advocate directly for a
statewide Ban the Box / Fair Chance Hiring
policy for private companies.
Missouri banned the box for public State
hiring in 2016, and St. Louis has
implemented Fair Chance hiring for City
employment.
L-R: Cheryl Adelstein (Jewish

Council for Community Relations),
Michelle Smith (AOUON STL),
Rep. Bruce Franks (D-78th
District), Pastor Jackson (AOUON
STL), and Cheryl Hibbett (AOUON
STL) at the Missouri Capitol,
January 30, 2019.

AOUON St. Louis members also advocated
for expunging of criminal records, letting
elderly prisoners out at age 55, and
eliminating 40-hour/week work
requirements for food stamp recipients.
AOUON St. Louis chapter organizer Patty
Berger said the members are returning to the Capitol on March 6th to
continue advocating legislators for the bills that affect our families and
communities.
For more information contact Patty Berger: AoUoNStL@gmail.com /
314.224.9171
Eastern North Carolina
Our new Eastern North Carolina All of Us or None Chapter launched in
February, 2019. They organized in the city of New Bern, where the
Board unanimously voted in favor to Ban the Box. New Bern will now
join the likes of Wilmington, Charlotte, and other cities within the
state with Ban the Box policies for public hiring.
For more information contact AOUON Eastern N.C. Organizer Corey
Purdue: aouonenc@gmail.com / 252.649.8855

Ban the Box - Housing
As part of the Fair Chance Housing Policy & Outreach Leadership
coalition, LSPC joined a speaking panel on February 20 with Oakland
and Berkeley City Council members regarding the discrimination
formerly-incarcerated people face obtaining affordable housing.
AOUON Housing Advocate Taqwaa Bonner
said, “There was not quite the turnout we
expected, but we’re going to engage
Berkeley and Oakland landlords, listen to

their issues about renting to formerlyincarcerated people, and try to address
them.”
People released from incarceration face
hydra-heads of housing issues, ranging
from “The Box” on rental applications
asking about conviction history, to being
barred from living with family due to public
housing restrictions on certain convictions.

AOUON Housing Advocate Taqwaa
Bonner (far right) with (L-R) Gina Acebo
(Akonadi Foundation) and AOUON East
Oakland Youth Chapter members Zalika
Bonner and Jamon Taylor giving hygiene
supplies to unhoused people in Oakland
in December, 2018.

Upcoming work will also focus on preventing the exclusion of people
with 290 convictions that place them on “Sex Offender Registries”—a
situation that usually results with people living far away from families,
services, and employment and/or registering as “Homeless.”
For more information about Ban the Box / Fair Chance Housing,
contact Taqwaa Bonner: taqwaa@prisonerswithchildren.org /
415.361.4692.

Policy Fellow Forays
2019 Elder Freeman Policy Fellow London Croudy participated in the
2019 Dream Beyond Bars Summit, hosted by Urban Peace Movement
and Communities United for Restorative Youth Justice. CURYJ
Executive Director George Galvis is on the LSPC Board and is a
member of All of Us or None.
London reported on the February 23 summit and her experience:
The convening highlighted the harm of being incarcerated as a young
person and the need for community-based solutions. The youth
directly impacted by the effects of the criminal justice system spoke in
their own voices about their resilience and desire to be the solution—
very informative and inspiring to me!

Panelists share their experiences of and solutions to youth incarceration at the 2019 Dream
Beyond Bars Conference on February 23 in Oakland, CA.

Many of the participant-experts expressed the importance of an
education and the need for community-based programs to assist
youth to break the “schools to prison pipeline.” With gentrification
permeating Oakland, many natives feel pushed out of their
neighborhoods. The Bay Area’s cost of living is increasingly high and
the youth and their families feel the impact of it all. A question was
asked during the summit, “What should we do?” There were no easy,
simplistic solutions, but guest speaker Lil D, who spent over two
decades in the federal prison system, offered guidance for a first
step: “Get your education.”
California spends an average of $81,000 to incarcerate a person per
year, but only $10,291 per student. California ranks 41st in perstudent spending, but first in per-prisoner. California is saying that
prison is more important than education. This dangerous policy
priority must stop. The youth attending this conference will be leading
the way to better and more equitable solutions with all of our help.

AOUON/ LSPC stands with Oakland teachers!
In Oakland, where nearly 90 percent of students in public school are
children of color, the District’s insistence on poor working conditions
for teachers is a clear example of racial injustice. Overworked,
underpaid teachers in oversized classes can't provide first-rate
education and are more likely to use disciplinary measures that fuel
the school-to-prison pipeline.

All of Us or None members have been part of the Oakland community
long before our organization’s inception in 2003, and our East Oakland
Youth Chapter includes students directly affected. We joined picket
lines to show solidarity with and support for our community’s
teachers.
We demand humane working conditions for Oakland teachers because
our children deserve a just future!

Welcome Spring Interns!
LSPC welcomes Amalya,
Ashlee, and Viviana—our 2019
Spring Interns! They’ve already
deep-dived into answering legal
information requests from
currently-incarcerated people
as well as working with our
lawyers, policy advocates, and
All of Us or None Organizers on
various projects and events.
We wouldn’t be able to do all
that we do—especially our
Quest for Democracy Advocacy
(L-R) 2019 Spring Interns Ashlee, Viviana, and
Day in May—without them! So Amalya. Welcome and Thank You!
thanks in advance for all they
do!
Interested in joining LSPC as an intern for the Summer or Fall 2019
terms? Check out all the info here!

The O.G. Experience

Opening in concert with the release of the HBO film O.G., “The O.G.
Experience” was a free & public exhibit in New York sharing the art
and stories of many formerly incarcerated people from across the U.S.
As written in the exhibit description:
The O.G. Experience centers the voices and experiences of those who have been the most
impacted by incarceration and uncovers important truths about the United States’ history of
oppression.
The art on display is exclusively the work of formerly incarcerated artists and provides a
uniquely honest and evocative insider narrative about the U.S. prison system.

LSPC Executive Director
Dorsey Nunn and other
AOUON members and FICPFM
steering committee members
Vivian Nixon, Norris
Henderson, and Susan Burton
are featured as representing
the importance of directlyimpacted people leading the
campaign to end mass
incarceration and to heal our
communities.

Dorsey Nunn

Susan Burton

O.G., which follows a man
(actor Jeffery Wright) during
Vivian Nixon
Norris Henderson
the last weeks of his 24-year
prison sentence, was filmed on location at Pendleton Correctional
Facility in Indiana. Many incarcerated people collaborated with the
development of the film and were cast in roles. The film is currently
available on HBO.

Calendar
Reckoning with Violence Panel Discussion

When: 6-8 P.M. Monday, March 11, 2019
Where: Freedom & Movement Center, 888 44th St. (at Market),
Oakland, CA 95608
All of Us or None is thrilled to welcome in
conversation Danielle Sered, George Galvis,
and Malachi Scott to talk about
transformative responses to violence and
building a movement to end mass
incarceration that includes everyone—
including people who commit violence. We
know too well that all too often our

movement draws lines between people
convicted of non-violent and violent
offenses that often leave people convicted
of violence with little of the relief being
sought administratively, legislatively or
through the ballot box. The conversation will
be moderated by LSPC Executive Director
Dorsey Nunn.
Michelle Alexander, author of The New Jim Crow, focused specifically
on the issue of violence and Danielle's work in her latest New York
Times Opinion piece.
RSVP for the FREE event here!

ATTENTION: The event is currently FULL. Thank you to
everyone who RSVP'd! You can still register and be put on a
waiting list—you'll be notified as spaces become available.
We'll also be livestreaming the event on the All of Us or None
Facebook page here. The video will be available for viewing
after the event as well. We hope you enjoy!
———

The Friday Forum

When: Every Friday at noon
Where: AOUON Facebook Live
Join us Fridays at noon for All of Us or None’s live Friday Forum!
Friday Forums are livestreamed on AOUON’s
Facebook page here, and feature policy and
legislative updates, upcoming events, and
discussions about current social justice
topics. Feel free to send in questions in the
comments section and we’ll try to address
them right then and there!
Past editions of the Friday Forum are also available on the AOUON
Facebook video page.

See you Friday!
———

AOUON National – Oakland Meeting

When: March 21, 2019 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: The Freedom & Movement Center, 4400 Market Street,
Oakland, CA 94608
All people and family members directly impacted
by the criminal justice system are invited to join
All of Us or None at our monthly meeting the 3rd
Thursday of each month in Oakland, CA. We
discuss local and state legislation, plan community
events, and strategize how to advocate for our
community in our own voices.
For more information contact AOUON Organizer
Dauras Cyprian: dauras@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7051.
———

Quest for Democracy 2019!

When: Monday, May 20, 2019
Where: California Capitol, 12th & N Streets, Sacramento, CA 95814
At #Q4D2019, hundreds of
formerly incarcerated and
convicted people, family
members, and allies will convene
at the California Capitol for
community, advocacy training, &
legislative visits to convince
lawmakers to pass a platform of
bills to improve access to
employment, housing, and
education, and to restore our
civil and human rights.
An early Advocacy Training session will be available in the evening
Sunday, May 19, at a location and time to be decided closer to the
date. Both the Q4D Advocacy Day and the early training session are
free, but please RSVP as soon as possible so we can plan meals, teeshirts, and space accordingly.
For more information contact AOUON Senior Organizer Sandra
Johnson:
sandraj@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7059
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