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LSPC Newsletter, March 2018

Training New Leaders to Engage the
Community & Advocate Policy
Message from the Executive Director
As another generation of organizers step up to the plate, I
find it hard to sit on my hands. After 30 years of organizing
and working to restore our civil and human rights, my first
instinct is to keep doing what I do, to keep using my
freedom to help those still imprisoned by mass
incarceration.

Dorsey Nunn

As my hair turns grey, I've realized that a significant part
of the movement involves creating the infrastructure and
programs to train leaders and to equip them with the tools
critical to regenerate the movement and create a
community closer to justice.

That is one reason I'm proud that we've been able to double our Elder
Freeman Policy Fellowships and increase our capacity as an organization.
Our Policy Fellows dive in and become hands-on advocacy experts and
organizers within weeks of starting the year-long program. This year we are
proud to dedicate two Fellowships to Youth Organizers. Our investment in
directly-impacted youth organizers and advocates will pay off for decades as
they shift policy and practice to better our communities, as well as to train
the generation after theirs to continue this valuable work.
 
We're

also excited to introduce Oscar Flores as our All
of Us or None National Organizer—a new position
created to coordinate the many existing AOUON
chapters across the country—including California, Texas,
North Carolina, Illinois—as well as working with
organizers in many other states to build up the voices
and legislative power of formerly incarcerated people
and family members.
AOUON National

Organizer Oscar Flores

LSPC has almost doubled our organizational capacity
just within just a few months—a giant step that carries risk and quite a few
fears for this old activist, but one so promising with possibility that we're
betting the house on it. Literally. We bought a building in North Oakland and
are currently creating The Freedom and Movement Center—a community
space in which to train directly-impacted activists and to provide hope and
resources for people recently released from incarceration.

At our new home we hope to continue our unique method of Movement: the
integration of policy, law, & grassroots organizing strategies, working
together, training new leaders as we make change at the local, statewide,
and national level.
 
Our 6th Annual Quest For
Democracy Advocacy Day is a
perfect opportunity to witness our
best people and practices. We hope
you can join us in Sacramento on
April 29-30, 2018, to advocate
directly to state legislators about bills
that immediately impact current and
formerly incarcerated and convicted
people and our families. Last year we
rolled into the Capitol over 350 deep,
providing transportation and training
sessions, and positively influenced
Rally on the Capitol steps at the conclusion of the
lawmakers to support our community.
2017 Quest for Democracy Advocacy Day.
Will YOU join us this year?
I look forward to continuing the fight together—the most satisfying aspect of
my work is knowing the work will continue.

San Francisco Hopes to Pass First-In-The-Nation End to
Probation Fees!
 
With

the backing of LSPC / AOUON and
coalition partners, San Francisco
Supervisors Breed and Cohen recently
introduced an ordinance to eliminate
several of the criminal fees that are
typically imposed on people convicted of
misdemeanors or felonies. The ordinance –
which would stop the county from charging
individuals for probation costs, electronic
monitoring, and other fees – has broad
support not only from community groups,
but also from San Francisco’s Public
Defender, District Attorney, Treasurer’s
Office, Sheriff, and Probation Department.
This ordinance would make San Francisco
the first county in the nation to stop the
practice of forcing people to pay for their
own probation.
Not only are these criminal fees incredibly
harmful to reentering people and their
families, but they’re also bad fiscal policy

LSPC staff and AOUON members listen to
SF Supervisor Malia Cohen announce the
ordinance to eliminate many court-imposed
fees.

for the county. Only 9-15% of these fees
are actually collected because the
significant majority of people who get them
AOUON Senior Organizer Darius Cyprian
are low-income. When people with
(left) and LSPC Policy Fellows Darryl
convictions do try to pay off these fees,
Geyer and Noe Gaudina (from right) stand
they often have to work more than one job with SF Board of Supervisor President
or take money away from food, childcare,
London Breed.
or medicine. And since more than half of
San Francisco’s jail population is black – when the county’s overall black
population is only 6% - these fees have had a severe racially disparate
impact.
 
This ground-breaking ordinance will
be heard in the SF Budget Committee
as early as March 8 and we’re looking
for as many people as possible
(especially directly-impacted folks) to
turn out to testify!
Please contact
brittany@prisonerswithchildren.org or
LSPC staff, interns, and AOUON organizers
415-625-7046 if you would like more
celebrate the announced ordinance to eliminate
info about attending the hearing!
many fees associated with court and reentry in San
  
Francisco County.

Rally, Court Hearing for Solitary Confinement Case
On February 23, LSPC hosted a rally at the San Francisco Federal
Courthouse before a court hearing on behalf of people imprisoned in
solitary-like conditions. Our lawsuit Ashker v. Governor of California was
settled with CDCR in 2015, and supposedly ended long-term solitary
confinement in California prisons. CDCR maintains that by moving the
people to Level IV "General Population" prisons they've followed the letter of
the settlement. However, many of the people transferred from SHU at
Pelican Bay and elsewhere are still held in conditions similar—or worse than
—before: over 22 hours a day spent alone in cells, little opportunity to
shower or have yard time, no access to programs, etc.
The rally included people from All of
Us or None, the Prison Activist
Resource Center (PARC), California
Prison Focus, American Friends
Service Committee, and the Prisoner

Hunger Strike Solidarity coalition.
Following the rally, many activists
packed the courtroom in support of the people still held in SHU-like
conditions. Jules Lobel, Professor of International and Constitutional Law at
the University of Pittsburgh Law School and Vice President of the Center for
Constitutional Rights, presented our case at the hearing.
The new magistrate seemed more concerned about the prisoners' plight
than CDCR's insistence that the settlement was over. LSPC Senior Staff
Attorney Carol Strickman said, "The turnout for the rally was great, and it
was very encouraging that the magistrate showed interest in our clients'
situation. We're optimistic about how the case will proceed."
We'll provide an update as things develop. The rally was live-streamed on
LSPC's Facebook page and is now available here. Feel free to share this
social media graphic:

AOUON Local Meet & Greet FUN-raiser!
Thanks to everyone who showed up
at Sips & Shots for Social Justice, the
All of Us or None FUN(d)raiser was at
SomaR Bar in Oakland on Tuesday,
February 20!
The meet-and-greet was a great
opportunity to connect, raffle off
some fab prizes, and talk about our
current campaigns—such as Ban the

Box on housing applications and voter
registration for people incarcerated in
jails. Thanks to the members of SURJ,
Time for Change Foundation, AFSC,
Fatherhood Circle, Critical Resistance, Urban Peace Movement, and Checkers
for joining us! SomaR Bar donated 15% of all drink sales, which will help us
continue to organize local events such as the Community BBQ in Bobby
Hutton Park in West Oakland last fall.
For more info about AOUON membership and events, contact Daurus
Cyprian: daurus@prisonerswithchildren.org or 415.625.7051

Ending Money Bail
On February 20, activists gathered at county courthouses all over California
for a Day in California’s Courts—an action to advocate for the ending of
money bail. California’s county jails are still overcrowded with people who
can’t afford to bail out, usually because their bail is set ridiculously high.
Participating organizations included All of Us or None, Silicon Valley De-Bug,
Young Woman’s Freedom Center, CURYJ, Fathers and Families of San
Joaquin, Starting over Inc., San Mateo Participatory Defense, San Diego
Participatory Defense, Youth Justice Coalition, Formerly Incarcerated
Xingonas, and Resilience of Orange County.
Over 50 people joined All of Us or None members at San Francisco Superior
Court to show support for the ending of money bail. Families of impacted
people, formerly incarcerated people and the Public Defender gave speeches
on the effect that bail has on poor people and their families.

Earlier in the day CA Attorney General Bacerra announced that he would not
challenge the Humphrey decision, a recent court of appeal ruling that found
a bail cannot be set above a person's ability to pay. This means that all
judges must consider a defendant's ability to pay before setting the bail
amount. This is a great win in the struggle for a more just system, but there
are still many battles to fight. "Fairer bail amounts are a step in the right
direction," stated Oscar Flores, All of Us or None National Organizer. "But we
have to bring all our people home."

Meet the Spring 2018 Interns and Volunteers!

(Left to Right) LSPC Intern Srimoyee, Volunteer Shirine, Interns Selma and Nesley.

LSPC is honored to have four new interns and volunteers for the Spring
2018 session: Srimoyee, Shirine, Selma, and Nesley. They bring quite a
diverse background to share, with Selma from the Bay Area, Nesley a

Minnesota native, and Srimoyee and Shirine joining us from India and
Switzerland, respectively.
Interning at LSPC presents a unique experience, as interns are immediately
involved with assisting specific projects (like Family Unity and All of Us or
None), campaigns (Ban the Box, Prison Visiting), and events (Quest for
Democracy) as well as responding to the many letters we receive every
week from people incarcerated all over the country.
LSPC interns and volunteers are an integral part of the organization. We're
proud that many continue to fight for social justice both on campus and at
other legal service organizations across the country—more than a few of
LSPC's current staff started as interns themselves!
Click here for more information about LSPC's Intern Program.

LSPC CALENDAR
AOUON Bay Area Chapter Meeting

When: Thursday, March 15 — 6:30-8:00 P.M.
Where: 436 14th St. (5th Floor), Oakland, CA 94612
All people and family members
directly impacted by the criminal
justice system are invited to join All of
Us or None at our monthly meeting
the 3rd Thursday of each month in
Oakland, CA. We discuss local and
state legislation, plan community
events, and strategize how to advocate for our community in our own
voices. For more information contact AOUON Organizer Dauras Cyprian:
dauras@prisonerswithchildren.org or 415.625.7051

AOUON 5K Fun Run

When: Sunday, March 25 — 7-8 A.M.
Where: Eastshore Park, Lake Merritt, Oakland, CA
Join LSPC / All of Us or None members for a
wonderful, short morning run / walk around Lake
Merritt during the Oakland Running Festival! Many
of us have participated in the races before—a
great way to get exercise and experience the
community in a new way! The 5K (3.1 mile) race
begins and ends at Eastshore Park (near the
Grand Lake Theater). The course follows the
contour of Lake Merritt.

Everyone participates at their own pace—a normal
walking pace will get you back in 45 minutes—and
we all gather at the finish line for medals, a shirt,
treats, drinks, and celebrating our
accomplishment.
Register for the race here, and we'll see you Sunday morning!

Letter-Writing Night:

When: Monday, March 26 — 6-9 P.M.
Where: LSPC Offices — 1540 Market St. Suite 490
SF, CA 94102
Please join us to respond to letters from people in prison requesting
information!
Letter-writing nights are the fourth Monday of
each month at 6-9 P.M. Snacks and training will
be provided, no experience necessary. If you are
interested in seeing LSPC's current space, learning
about some of the issues that incarcerated people
face, and helping some incarcerated people access
legal information, please come by and write a few letters!
If you can, please bring a laptop to use; we also have some computers if
you cannot bring one. Friends, co-workers, acquaintances, and family are all
welcome—the more the merrier (just have them RSVP too).
The next Letter-Writing Night is: Monday, March 26th.
You can RSVP here (so we know how much food to get).
We hope you can join us for this educational and important work! For more
information contact Eva:
eva@prisonerswithchildren.org or 415-625-7049.
Can't attend the next letter night, but want to be informed of future
volunteer opportunities? Fill out our volunteer form here.

Quest for Democracy Advocacy Day

When:
Networking & Nourishment: Sunday, April 29 - Evening
Training, Rally, & Legislative Visits: Monday, April 26 from 9-4pm
Where: State Capitol, Sacramento, CA
Every spring, LSPC / All of Us or None
organize a large-scale statewide advocacy
day in Sacramento for formerly-incarcerated
people, our family members, and allied
community leaders and activists. We gather
to show our support for pending legislation
that affects people who are impacted by
incarceration, and to assert ourselves as
leaders, experts, and contributing members
of our communities.
We are asking that all organizations,
particularly with members who have been
previously incarcerated, join us on April 2930, 2018. Sunday will feature a Networking
& Nourishment event to re-connect with old
comrades and meet new ones. Monday will
begin with an education and training
workshop on our sponsored bills and on
effective legislative advocacy. Monday
afternoon will feature Action Teams visiting
each legislator’s office to advocate in person, followed by a rally outside the
Capitol building.
RSVP or Donate: q4d2018.eventbrite.com
For more info contact:
Sandra Johnson at sandraj@prisonerswithchildren.org or 415-625-7059
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