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LSPC Newsletter, February 2019

New Year, New Campaigns, New
Policy Fellows, New Victories!
Legal Victory! Court grants extension of monitoring in
solitary confinement case
On January 25, a federal judge found that
the California Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation (CDCR) is systemically
violating the due process rights of class
members in LSPC’s solitary confinement
case. While our two-year monitoring period
was technically over in October 2017, our
litigation team, led by the Center for Constitutional Rights, filed a motion to
extend the monitoring period based on CDCR’s continuing misuse of
confidential information and flawed gang validations. CDCR uses this
unreliable evidence to place class members back in security housing units
(SHU) and deny them parole.
The court stated, “Plaintiffs have provided the court with ample evidentiary
examples that demonstrate that CDCR’s old process for gang validation was
constitutionally infirm.” The court also focused on how CDCR distorts
confidential information, information which is sometimes fabricated.
This is the third court ruling that has ordered a monitoring extension. The
first two rulings, issued last July, concerned class members continuing to be
in isolated housing in level IV prisons and in a new restricted custody unit at
Pelican Bay State Prison. Those rulings have been stayed pending CDCR’s
appeal to the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. These rulings send a clear
message to CDCR: until the constitutional violations end, the courts will be
watching. They also provide an opportunity for our newly elected governor
and legislature to address and remedy these issues.
Read the Court order granting the extension here.
For more information about our campaign against solitary confinement,
contact Carol Strickman at: carol@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7043

Policy Advocacy

Restore Our Rights Event
LSPC and All of Us or None are committed to restoring voting
rights to all Californians regardless of conviction history or
incarceration status. Currently, only Maine and Vermont
never take away a person’s voting rights, even while
incarcerated in prison. Our first step in California is to
restore the voting rights of people currently on felony parole
—currently the only people outside of prison who cannot
vote.
On January 17 we hosted Restore Our Rights, a panel discussion and
strategy session featuring formerly incarcerated organizers who successfully
led and passed statewide constitutional amendments in Florida and Louisiana.
Joined by Free The Vote CA coalition members, they discussed felony
disenfranchisement, jury service, running for political office, and other rights
we need restored in California—and how to get them.

The speakers included:
Desmond Meade, Florida Rights Restoration Coalition (FRRC)—spearheaded
the campaign to pass Amendment 4 that will restore the rights of 1.4 million
Floridians with felony convictions on January 8, 2019.
Dauras Cyprian, All of Us or None—leading AOUON’s “Let Me Vote” campaign,
currently on parole and thus ineligible to vote.
Taina Vargas-Edmond, Initiate Justice—campaigning to restore voting rights
for all Californians, regardless of conviction or incarceration status.
Norris Henderson, Voice of the Experienced—New Orleans (VOTE-NOLA)—
campaigned to successfully pass Amendment 2, requiring Louisiana juries to
have unanimous verdicts. Currently, Oregon is the only state in the U.S. with
Jim Crow non-unanimous jury verdicts.
The discussion was moderated by Aminah Elster who, after
spending over 15 years incarcerated in California prisons, is
currently on parole and thus ineligible to vote. Aminah was a

2018 Elder Freeman Policy Fellow and currently the LSPC
Family Unity Coordinator as well as a student at UC Berkeley.
The event was livestreamed on the All of Us or None Facebook
page, and is available for viewing here. Dorsey’s introduction
begins around the 12m30s mark.
For more information about the Free The Vote CA Campaign,
see the press conference announcement below, and/or contact
Dauras at dauras@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7051

Aminah Elster

Free The Vote CA Press Conference
On Monday, January 28, the Free The Vote CA coalition held a press
conference to announce Assembly Constitutional Amendment 6, which would
restore voting rights to Californians on parole. You can read the full press
release here, and watch the full press conference here.
AOUON Senior Organizer Dauras
Cyprian shared his own personal
situation: he pays taxes, is an engaged
member of the community, but he’s
not able to vote until he gets off
parole, for at least another 2.5 years!
Currently, Californians serving
sentences for a felony conviction either
incarcerated in prison or out on parole
cannot vote. People serving felony
sentences in county jail or on
mandatory supervision can vote, a
situation that leads to confusion and people not sure if they are able to vote.
ACA 6, titled the “Free The Vote Act,” would make the situation clear: people
incarcerated in prison = no vote. California citizens outside of prison = yes
vote.
ACA 6 is the next step in building off of our work to extend voting rights to
people serving felony sentences in county jails and on community and
mandatory supervision—a victory we won when Secretary of State Padilla
dropped the state’s appeal of the decision in LSPC's Scott v. Bowen lawsuit in
2015.
ACA 6 is sponsored by California Secretary of State Alex
Padilla and jointly authored by Assemblymembers Kevin
McCarty, Shirley Weber, Rob Bonta, Lorena Gonzalez, Ash

Kalra, and Sydney Kamlager-Dove. The Free the Vote
coalition includes ACLU of California, All of Us or None, AntiRecidivism Coalition, Californians United for a Responsible
Budget, Initiate Justice, League of Women Voters of
California, Legal Services for Prisoners with Children, People
Over Profits, Vote Allies, and White People for Black Lives.
Thanks to all comrades in the #FreeTheVoteCA coalition who
will push this bill first through the Legislature & then to success on the 2020
ballot!

Repealing Unnecessary One-Year Enhancements
Current California law requires a mandatory 1-year
sentence enhancement added to an individual’s
base sentence for EACH prior prison or felony jail
term served. On January 16, 2019, CA State
Senator Scott Wiener (D-San Francisco) held a
press conference with co-authors and coalition
members to announce the introduction of SB 136,
which would repeal the ineffective and wasteful
enhancements.
Senator Wiener stated in his press release:
This enhancement impacts about one-third of people serving time in California prisons.... Research refutes
that these enhancements help to deter individuals from committing crimes, reduce recidivism, or increase
public safety. Instead, these enhancements put a significant financial burden on taxpayers and families
statewide.

Read the full press release here.
SB 136 is co-sponsored by the ACLU of California, California Coalition for
Women Prisoners, Californians United for a Responsible Budget, the Coalition
for Humane Immigrant Rights, the Drug Policy Alliance, the Ella Baker Center
for Human Rights, the Friends Committee on Legislation of California, Legal
Services for Prisoners with Children, Pillars of the Community, and Tides
Advocacy. Assemblymember Ash Kalra (D-San Jose) is the principal coauthor of the legislation, and it is also co-authored by Senator Steven
Bradford (D-Gardena), and Assemblymembers Wendy Carrillo (D-Los
Angeles) and Shirley Weber (D-San Diego).
For more information about SB 136 and eliminating one-year sentencing
enhancements, contact LSPC Policy Manager Sabina Crocette at
sabina@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7040

Goodbye Noe!
As the 2018 “Elder” Freeman Policy Fellowships come to an end, we bid a
fond farewell to Noe Gudiño. One of the first LSPC Youth Fellows, Noe threw
himself into organizing, outreach, and policy advocacy with passion and
intelligence. From tabling at Oakland First Fridays, to representing All of Us or
None at an international humanitarian conference in Rwanda, to testifying at
legislative hearings and giving on-the-spot media interviews, Noe always
engaged the community with a smile and sincere conviction.

You can see Noe’s good-bye message here on his last AOUON Friday Forum.
We thank Noe for all his wonderful work and wish him the best in his next
adventure!

Hello 2019 “Elder” Freeman Policy Fellows!
LSPC is proud to introduce the 2019 “Elder” Freeman Policy Fellows!
London Croudy, Paul B., and Katie Dixon were selected from many qualified
applicants to participate in the third year of LSPC’s year-long policy fellowship
program.

Katie

London

Paul

Over the year they will study, track, and advocate for legislative bills at the
state and local levels while organizing advocacy campaigns and events. We’re
excited to work with these future leaders! See them introduce themselves
here on AOUON’s Friday Forum.

Staff Transitions
Aminah
LSPC is proud to announce that Aminah Elster has joined LSPC
as the Family Unity Project Coordinator. Aminah was a 2018
Policy Fellow, during which time she advocated many issues,
including reentry, housing, and the prison-to-school pipeline.
She’s currently also an undergraduate student at U.C. Berkeley.
Errol
Current Development Associate and Spreadsheet Wizard Errol
Veron is now LSPC’s Program Manager. Having shepherded our
transition to a new content management system, Errol will now
directly support the All of Us or None and Family Unity Project
organizers and all their campaigns and events.

Testif-i - Call for Stories
Testif-i, a storytelling project of A New Way of Life,
is seeking the stories of formerly incarcerated
women, as well as the children of formerly /

currently incarcerated women, to help channel
energy into the movement to end mass
incarceration. We are soliciting stories from
Californians in the Bay Area who have been
impacted by experiences with one or more of the
following:child/family reunification, taking a plea
bargain, or significant barriers to reentry (including
difficulty obtaining housing, employment, student
loans, professional licensing, insurance, etc.).
Click here to complete the survey and share your story!
If you have questions, please email: testif-i@anewwayoflife.org.
The deadline to apply to submit your story is February 15, 2019.
This program is open to San Francisco Bay Area residents only.

Calendar
The Friday Forum

When: Every Friday
Where: AOUON Facebook Live
Join us Fridays at noon for All of Us or None’s live Friday Forum!
Friday Forums are livestreamed on AOUON’s
Facebook page here, and feature policy and
legislative updates, upcoming events, and
discussions about current social justice topics. Feel
free to send in questions in the comments section
and we’ll try to address them right then and there!
Past editions of the Friday Forum are also available on the AOUON Facebook
video page.
See you Friday!

AOUON – Oakland Meeting

When: February 21, 2019 (3rd Thursday of every month)
Where: The Freedom & Movement Center, 4400 Market St., Oakland, CA
94608
All people and family members directly impacted by the
criminal justice system are invited to join All of Us or

None at our monthly meeting the 3rd Thursday of each
month in Oakland, CA. We discuss local and state
legislation, plan community events, and strategize how to
advocate for our community in our own voices.
THIS MONTH: In addition to our normal business and
breaking bread together, please join us for an educational
and important healthcare clinic on Hepatitis C: You and Me, provided by
the National Hepatitis C Education and Wellness Center.
For more information contact AOUON Organizer Dauras Cyprian:
dauras@prisonerswithchildren.org / 415.625.7051.
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