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Thank you 2017 Policy Fellows Sandra
and Joseph for an amazing year!

LSPC Newsletter February 2018

New Year, New Staff, New Building!
Message from the Executive Director

2018 is already proving to be a ground-breaking, earth-
shattering, and foundation-building year for LSPC /All of
Us or None.

We've passed the most comprehensive Ban the Box bill in
California history, rolled back ineffective sentencing
enhancements for drug convictions, and worked to end
the suspension of driver's licenses due to inability to pay.

Not bad for a 40 year old!

That's right: LSPC turns 40 this year! Begun in 1978, we're not only still
here, but we're stronger than ever—and growing, too!

We're proud to announce the expansion of
the Elder Freeman Policy Fellowship to four
Policy Fellows, two of whom are Youth
Fellows. [See below the introduction of
Aminah, Calvin, Darryl, and Noe] The
Policy Fellow program is dedicated to
training directly-impacted leaders, and our
focus on youth helps create the next
generation of civil rights organizers and
activists.  
 
A larger staff needs a bigger office: LSPC is moving into a new home!
LSPC has purchased a building in North Oakland—a major organization and
infrastructure milestone—and we look to move into the new Freedom &
Movement Center later this year.

This new building represents more than just a larger structure to house our
expanding staff. It signals a new phase of self-determination: providing the
space for community engagement and training of the next generation of
leaders.  

The next phase of the Movement depends
on you. We're already working to restore
jury service to people with felony
convictions, to Ban the Box on housing
applications, and to ensure that no one
will ever lose the right to vote in
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LSPC / All of Us or None table at the West
Oakland Anthem event at Bobby Hutton
Park on September 23, 2017.

California! I invite you to continue support
the creation and development of this
unique cohort of formerly incarcerated and
convicted activists and scholars, social
justice lawyers and organizers, as we
continue our fight to restore our civil and
human rights while empowering our
community to step up, speak up, and shift
America towards justice.  

As most LSPC / All of Us or None members know: Prisons are just walls.
Concrete. Iron. Physical material. People decide to turn those walls into the
dehumanizing, family-destroying environment of Mass Incarceration.
Well, we got walls of our own now! And the structure—physical,
philosophical, strategic—to support our movement and to shift our
collective consciousness to people not prisons, from incarceration
to community.  

We are honored and excited to share the next stage of this journey with
you.  

All of Us or None!

[Revised 2/5/18 to include correct name of new "Freedom & Movement Center." Move in /
Opening date not yet determined. Watch this space for the news!—Ed.]

 

Welcome New Staff!

2018 Policy Fellows

LSPC / All of Us or None is proud to introduce the 2018 Elder Freeman
Policy Fellows!

https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/1436748
https://donatenow.networkforgood.org/1436748


2018 Elder Freeman Policy Fellows Calvin McRay, Aminah Colbert, Darryl Geyer, and Noe Gudiño

We received applications from so many skilled, passionate, and
experienced people who have been directly-impacted by the criminal in-
justice system that it was a very difficult task to select only four for our
2018 program. Our Policy Fellows research and draft legislation, testify in
hearings and advocate directly to legislators, and work with AOUON and
Family Unity Project organizers to inform and empower our communities
for effective change. In their own words: 
 

I decided to work for LSPC to help be a voice for the youth, and make a
change with the new generation.

This year I'm looking forward to learning more about the policies that we are
trying to pass, and inform my peers who don't know much about how you can
change them with a little info and organizing. The more you know, the
easier it is for you to get involved.

— Calvin McRay

LSPC encompasses all aspects of my passions: prison abolition, women's
rights, advocacy, and boots on the ground community organizing. I
would not be fulfilling my duty as a formerly incarcerated women of
color if I paroled back into the community without addressing the very
same injustices, inequalities, and structural racism that were pervasive
sixteen years ago. I am looking forward to working on policies geared to
assisting impacted people in gaining a footing first, followed by
building momentum towards upward mobility. There is no work too
small, or project too big, when it comes to obtaining true freedom.

— Aminah Colbert

The Policy Fellowship allows me the opportunity to learn more about policy
work and how I can, individually and collectively, affect change, as well as
to continue working on issues of prison reform, improving prison conditions,
ensuring a better quality of life for incarcerated people, and helping to
restore human and civil rights to prisoners. 



I'm looking forward to working closely with other organizations and bringing
people together to curb the prison industrial complex and to help shed light
on the atrocities which occur daily within the walls of our prisons. I also look
forward to assisting this office with bill advocacy and lobbying in order to
help pass legislation which improves the way of life for both currently
incarcerated and formerly incarcerated people.

— Darryl Geyer

I'm excited to join LSPC and honor our commitment to restore and
protect basic civil liberties for the formerly incarcerated population as much
as I can. I have a strong belief that I can contribute to empowering formerly
incarcerated persons and help find pathways for our success.

I want to work with community members at the grassroots level. No matter
the situation: door-knocking, taking trips to the capitol, or staying outside in
the rain to speak to the community, I’m down for the cause.

— Noe Gudiño
 

All of Us or None National Organizer

Please welcome Oscar Flores, our new All of Us or None National Organizer!
Oscar, a Bay Area native and experienced community organizer, will
spearhead our movement to expand AOUON chapters throughout the
country. Want to start a local AOUON chapter in your community? Contact
Oscar!

I wanted to join an organization led and run by formerly
incarcerated people. It is almost unheard of for an organization to
value the experience of incarceration and reentry that makes us
resilient and committed fighters for justice. Additionally, Ban the
Box has had huge impact on formerly incarcerated people. All of Us
or None has embraced formerly incarcerated people and the people
still inside and I am honored to be one of the staff. 

I am looking forward to working with All of Us or None chapters
across the country and engaging/supporting their work for justice.

— Oscar Flores
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Dauras Cyprian (left) and Montrell Dorsey
(right) at the ReclaimMLK Teach-in at
Lincoln Square, Oakland.

AOUON National Organizer Oscar Flores (in white shirt) meets up with members of AOUON Durham,
N.C. and AOUON Riverside at the National Participatory Defense Network Annual Gathering in Pajaro
Dunes, CA, January, 2018.

 

Community Engagement

On Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, AOUON
participated in the 4th annual
ReclaimMLK Teach-in at Lincoln Square,
Oakland. We joined Abundant
Beginnings, SURJ, Radical Monarchs,
Sama Sama, Filipino Advocates for
Justice, Rice and Beans Coop, and
Colorful Mamas of the 99%, meeting
people from the local community
and enlightening youth from ages 2 to
12 on the various aspects of social
justice.

Each organization had its own station where we talked to the children
about  our organizations and what aspects of social justice we engage
in. We made the learning experience fun for the children: there were lots of
games and activities, and AOUON gave out bikes to some of the children.
—Senior Organizer Dauras Cyprian
 

Update on our Solitary Confinement lawsuit

Last October marked the end of the two year monitoring period following
the historic settlement in Ashker v. Governor, our federal class action
lawsuit challenging prolonged solitary confinement. Pursuant to that
settlement, over 1400 prisoners were released from security housing units
(SHU) to some form of general population.

However, other aspects of the settlement agreement have not been
complied with, and constitutional violations remain. As a result, last fall,
the prisoners’ litigation team filed a series of motions to enforce the
agreement and to extend the monitoring period.
 

On Friday, February 23, the San Francisco
district court magistrate will hear argument on
our motion regarding the isolated conditions that
many of our class members are experiencing in
the Level IV maximum security prisons that they
were transferred to. Their conditions are so
extreme that our correctional expert states,
“These prisoners are not actually in what
reasonably may be considered general
population: rather, they are in a form of



Senior Staff Attorney Carol Strickman
has supported prisoners in solitary
confinement, including the Ashker case,
since she joined LSPC in 2008..

restrictive housing as these terms are commonly
understood within the corrections
profession.” We are encouraging interested
parties to attend the hearing. [See the "LSPC
Calendar" below for details.]
 
Our motion to extend the monitoring period will be heard in May. The
issues concern the misuse of confidential information to place prisoners
back in the SHU; due process problems with the placement and retention
of prisoners in a new unit at Pelican Bay created by the settlement
agreement; and the use of unreliable gang validations to deny class
members a fair opportunity to parole.
 
The litigation team continues to advocate forcefully for the due process
rights of these prisoners, who were wrongly placed and retained in solitary
confinement, and whose rights have not been fully restored.
—Senior Staff Attorney Carol Strickman
 

In Brief:

►JURY SERVICE: AB 535 (Jones Sawyer), a bill to restore the right to
serve on a jury to people with felony convictions, did not garner enough
votes to pass an Assembly floor vote on Monday, January 29. Thank you,
everyone, who took the time to call Assemblymembers over the weekend
and urge support for the bill—phone calls do make a difference! We're
continuing the fight to restore this important right of citizenship! Contact
brittany@prisonerswithchildren.org to join our base-building campaign!
 

►ANTI-SHACKLING CAMPAIGN: Reminder
that our latest report No More Shackles II has
been published and available on our
website! This report details LSPC’s recent effort
to update our investigation into the
implementation of California’s anti-shackling law.
We focus specifically on the 36 counties
determined to be non-compliant in 2014. As of
September 2017, LSPC has determined that 26
out of the 36 counties investigated, and 48
California counties overall, are fully compliant

http://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/2018/01/action-alert-restore-the-right-to-serve-on-a-jury-to-californians-with-felony-convictions/
http://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/No-More-Shackles-2017-Report.pdf
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with state anti-shackling laws. For more info
contact Family Unity Project Coordinator Aaliyah
Muhammad: aaliyah@prisonerswithchildren.org
 

►OCCUPATIONAL LICENSES: At LSPC, we believe that all people should
be able to work in living-wage jobs for which they are qualified.
Unfortunately, occupational licensing boards often create and maintain
insurmountable barriers for all formerly incarcerated people to secure these
jobs. We believe that this is discriminatory and unjust. This year, with a
coalition of organizations, we will be fighting back against these blanket
exclusions. Join us! If you have been denied an occupational license
or licensed job because of your conviction please email:
eva@prisonerswithchildren.org to share your story, advise us on
which boards we should target and how, and to get involved in this
struggle.

 

LSPC Calendar

FREE Legal Services Webinar:
Reentry Legal Services: Representing Former Prisoners in SSI
Advocacy
When: Tuesday, February 6 — 12-1 P.M.
Where: Online - Legal Aid Association of California - Register Here!
[1 Hour CLE Credit Available]

Access to steady income upon release can be critical for prisoners’
successful re-entry into the community. For those who do not have the
mental or physical capacity to work, public benefits are an important
option. This program will focus on the mental health-related requirements
for disability benefits eligibility, with particular applicability to certain
vulnerable populations: prisoners who have been adversely impacted by
solitary confinement and transgender prisoners who have been traumatized
by their prison experience. The panelists will address special issues that
may arise in working with these clients. The program will also describe how
legal services providers can go into correctional facilities to prepare pre-
release Social Security applications. 

http://www.prisonerswithchildren.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/No-More-Shackles-2017-Report.pdf
mailto:eva@prisonerswithchildren.org
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8862591873345741569
http://register.gotowebinar.com/register/8862591873345741569


Panelists/speakers:
Britt Harwood, Bay Area Legal Aid staff attorney representing currently
and formerly incarcerated people with disabilities before the Social Security
Administration, through the Santa Rita Jail Pre-Release SSI Advocacy
Program
Dr. Terry Kupers, psychiatrist and nationally recognized expert on solitary
confinement, expert witness in Ashker v. Governor, and author of “The
Inside Story of Supermax Isolation and How We Can Abolish It”
Jen Orthwein, former forensic psychologist, now attorney in private
practice with a focus on transgender prisoner rights, expert psychological
witness, trainer and author
Carol Strickman (moderator), Senior Staff Attorney, Legal Services for
Prisoners With Children, co-counsel for plaintiffs in Ashker v. Governor,
federal class action challenging prolonged solitary confinement in California
state prisons

All of Us or None FUN-raiser!
Sips & Shots for Social Justice at SomaR Bar!
When: Tuesday, Feb. 20 — 6-8 P.M. (& beyond!)
Where: SomaR Bar — 1727 Telegraph Ave, Oakland, CA 95612

Join us in Oakland to conspire with LSPC / All of Us or
None members! We'll talk about our 2018 campaigns to
restore voting rights to EVERYONE in California, to
allow people with felony convictions to serve jury duty
like real citizens, and to extend Ban the Box to housing
applications statewide.

15% of all drink sales (both alcohol and non) go
directly to AOUON — allowing us to expand our

community organizing of current and formerly incarcerated people and
families right here in our new hometown of Oakland. 
 

Come hang with us at SomaR Bar in Oakland on Tuesday, February 20! In addition, All of Us or None -
Oakland meets the 3rd Thursday of every month at 436 14th St (5th floor) starting at 6:30 pm.
Hope to see you there!

http://somarbar.com/index.html


We'll also be running a raffle with fab prizes such as dinners at local
restaurants, gift certificates to salons, tickets to movies, and AOUON swag.
So bring a friend & let's toast to the Movement!

Letter-Writing Night: 
When: Monday, Feb. 26 — 6-9 P.M. 
Where: LSPC Offices — 1540 Market St. Suite 490 
SF, CA 94102 

Please join us to respond to letters from
people in prison requesting information!

Letter-writing nights are the
fourth Monday of each month at 6-9
P.M. Snacks and training will be provided,
no experience necessary. If you are
interested in seeing LSPC's current space,
learning about some of the issues that incarcerated people face, and
helping some incarcerated people access legal information, please come by
and write a few letters! 

If you can, please bring a laptop to use, we also have some computers if
you cannot bring one. Friends, coworkers, acquaintances, and family are all
welcome—the more the merrier (just have them RSVP too). 

The next Letter-Writing Night is: Monday, February 26th. 
You can RSVP here (so we know how much food to get).

We hope you can join us for this educational and important work! For more
information contact Eva:
eva@prisonerswithchildren.org or 415-625-7049.

Can't attend the next letter night, but want to be informed of future
volunteer opportunities? Fill out our volunteer form here.

 

 

Like us on Facebook
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